
APPROVED:  Approved July 25, 2017 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Graham Kislingbury (arrived 7:10 p.m.), Kim Whitley (left at 8:02 p.m.), 

Alice Brockgreitens, Denise Hughes-Tafen, Chris Equinoa 
 
Commissioners absent: Tina Dodge Vera (excused) 
 
Staff present: Peter Troedsson, City Manager; Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic 

Development Director; Brad Conners, Crime Prevention Specialist 
 
Others present: None 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
May 23, 2017 
 
Alice Brockgreitens noted that although the minutes recorded her attending the Coffee With a Cop event, Chris Equinoa 
and Graham Kislingbury were also there.   
 
Denise Hughes-Tafen asked that the Description of Suspects portion of the minutes be amended to say that Deputy Young 
called her.   
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes as amended; Chris Equinoa seconded.  Approved 
5-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
Assistant City Manager/CIO/Interim Economic Development Director Jorge Salinas introduced new City Manager Peter 
Troedsson.  The group welcomed him.  Troedsson shared about his background and how he loves the Northwest.  He 
thanked the HRC for their service to the city.   
 
National Night Out event (NNO) 
 
Crime Prevention Specialist Brad Conners introduced himself.  He reported that last year 35 neighborhoods participated in 
the event.  Conners passed out flyers announcing this year’s NNO that were done in both English and Spanish (see agenda 
file).  Target is participating again and providing gift cards.  Conners said that he feels the purpose for the event is to get 
out in your neighborhood and interact with one another.  It is a community event and not a police department event.  The 
community is taking ownership of their neighborhoods, and the Albany Police Department is helping to facilitate that.  
This year, 20 neighborhoods have already registered.  July 21 is the deadline, and they are anticipating 40 neighborhoods 
will participate.  The event is always on the first Tuesday of August.  Albany Partnership for Housing and Community 
Development participates in the events in their neighborhoods.  NNO was advertised through social media, City Bridges, 
and a news release.  Cervantes mentioned the desire for participation with an event at Sunrise Park, but Conners noted the 
Park is still in its design phase.  Conners added that it would be a worthwhile venture to have a grand opening at the park 
whether it is a NNO event or not.  Conners will email the list of registered neighborhoods to either Salinas or 
Administrative Assistant Gina Burrese.   
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Conners reported that the August Coffee with Cop will be at a Dutch Bros location.  The following one will be on 
LBCC’s campus.  Conners notified the group of the upcoming Citizens Police Academy starting September 5 on Tuesday 
nights, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  He explained the annual program to the group.  It is an opportunity for the community to 
see how the Police Department operates.  Topics discussed include “use with force” and drug enforcement.  The 
Department has received feedback that the program is enlightening and educational.  They held their first youth academy 
(16 to 21 years old) this past spring, and it was a huge success.  Activities provided education on DUIs, drug enforcement, 
the Department’s canines, and “use of force.”  After completing the program, some of the youth have expressed that they 
want to go into law enforcement.  Conner hopes to see the program continue in the future.  Troedsson asked about the 
demand for the academies.  Conners answered that there has been significant participation, but they have not had to turn 
anyone away:  They can manage 20 people.  Last year they had 19 registered; but due to participants’ busy schedules, they 
ended up with 16.  Cervantes thanked Conners for his report to the group and asked if he could stay to give input on 
another agenda item.  Conners agreed to stay. 
 
Festival Latino (HRC host a table/phrasing for question of an inclusive community) 
 
Cervantes described that in the past the group has handed out surveys.  Kim Whitley stated that she did not recall 
conducting a survey on inclusiveness.  She asked if it was recorded in previous meeting minutes.  Cervantes went on to 
explain that with the surveys they plan to have participants identify if they reside in Albany and answer the question about 
what an inclusive community looks like.  They will write responses on Post-it notes and display them on a bulletin board.  
Cervantes believes the HAC has come up with the wording for the survey that would be in both English and Spanish.  
They plan to have someone summarize the answers.  The group was in favor of hosting a table.   
 
Entertainment is scheduled, and food vendors are arranged.  The vendors will have signage that clearly displays their 
prices. Those attending the Festival can bring their own food or picnic lunch.  Graham Kislingbury asked if the Police 
Department would be participating again.  Conners answered that they will; but because of liability issues, they will not 
being using the quads again.  Their intent last year was to do a bicycle rodeo, but there was some miscommunication that 
prevented that from happening.   
 
Tina Dodge Vera is the point-person for hosting a table at the Festival.  Equinoa asked if she could provide a sign-up 
schedule for the group.  Cervantes will ask Dodge Vera.  Equinoa said that he can be there most of the day.  Cervantes 
stated that he will not be available to attend the event.  Hughes-Tafen and Kislingbury will attend.   
 
Police Department training and operational protocol (identifying/describing individuals) 
 
Salinas passed out an information sheet regarding the Albany Police Department’s community-based training (see agenda 
file).  Salinas had met with Police Lieutenant Casey Dorland to discuss the Department’s training.  Dorland explained to 
Salinas that they have regular policy reviews, and part of the policy tells them what to do if something does happen.   
 
Conners detailed that each state has its own training requirements.  Perishable skills are updated often.  The Albany Police 
Department is in the process of being accredited by the the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, 
Inc., (CALEA).  The Commission has about 485 standards to live up to; the Oregon Accreditation Alliance has about 80 
standards.  Albany will be the third or fourth in Oregon to receive the CALEA accreditation.  Corvallis is one of the cities.  
Albany will be living up to a national standard even though it is a smaller city.  When Conners transitions to his new 
position within the Department, he will be keeping track of case law and make sure the Department is on track.  
Accredited cities are reviewed every three years, including a site visit.   
 
Cervantes asked Conners if the training includes “implicit bias” or deals with microaggression.  Conners answered that 
CALEA has standards related to bias-based policing.  He said this topic is on the forefront of law enforcement.  
Kislingbury noted that he had a good conversation with Police Officer Curtis Bell regarding the topic.  Conners described 
Police Chief Mario Lattanzio as someone who gets it.  He said that many of our officers grew up here and are invested in 
the community. 
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Conners explained that physical descriptors are out of his knowledge base, but he knows they do not withhold 
information.  If all they have is general information, they use it.  Typically, they used to use “black” as a description and 
then they couldn’t; so, they switched to using “African American.”  Conners said that skin tone is a very key piece, and 
they have to use something.  He agreed that “African American” is not a good descriptor as he knows someone that is 
African American and is very light skinned.  He said the use of “Asian” is not a good descriptor either and can lead to 
confusion.  Hughes-Tafen noted that her concern with the description she came across was that it was overly broad.  
Conner understood her concern and said that they are doing the best they can with what they have to work with.  
Cervantes and Salinas thanked Conners for sharing his knowledge today and in past meetings.  Conners responded by 
saying that law enforcement owes it to the community to explain what they are doing.   
 
Kislingbury reminded the group that he was asked to contact Linn County Sheriff Bruce Riley in regards to training.  He 
reported that the Sheriff is unable to attend a meeting but is happy to have the group come to him.  Kislingbury and Dodge 
Vera are scheduled to meet with him at 10:00 a.m. on July 11.  Brockgreitens volunteered to join the meeting as well.  
 
2017 River Rhythms concerts 
 
Kislingbury said that he signed up with Recreation Programs Supervisor Debbi Richards to volunteer but doesn’t have 
those dates with him.  (Kim Whitley dismissed herself from the meeting at 8:02 p.m.)  Equinoa will be a greeter for the 
August 3 and August 10 events.   
 
Proclamation for LGBT Pride Week (week of July 16, 2017) 
 
The week of July 16 was chosen for the proclamation because it coincides with the July 23 parade.  Cervantes said that he 
will contact Keith Kolkow for more details on the parade and will email the group with those details. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Salinas notified the group that the ordinance amending the Albany Municipal Code for the HRC will be read at the next 
City Council meeting on July 12.  Kislingbury said that he plans on attending.  Cervantes said that they need to be 
prepared to answer questions that the Councilors might have on why the HRC wants this wording – wording that is 
important for being a welcoming community.   
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Cervantes reviewed the opportunities on the Calendar of Events. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Cervantes said that the HAC discussed plans for Festival Latino, which he reported on earlier in this meeting. 
 
2017 Calendar of Events 
 
The group wants to host a showing at the PIX Theater again in January.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
There was no discussion. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, July 25, 2017 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Assistant City Manager/Chief Information Officer/ 
   Interim Economic Development Director 


