
APPROVED:  November 28, 2017 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, October 24, 2017 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens, Tina Dodge Vera, Graham Kislingbury, Kim Whitley 
 
Commissioners absent: Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused), Chris Equinoa (excused) 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation Director 
 
Others present: None 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 26, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Tina Dodge Vera seconded.  Approved 5-0.   
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 
2018 MLK Event 
 
The group discussed the different movie options.  It was noted that Hidden Figures is already well known, Not Your 
Negro might not draw people since it is a documentary, and 13th is long.  The movie Marshall was suggested, and the 
group responded favorably.  It was decided to have Marshall as their first choice and Hidden Figures as a backup.  
Kislingbury will look for one of King’s speeches to read at the event.  Kim Whitley suggested handing out a flyer to 
attendees that would list the other movies they had considered.   
 
Human Relations Award for Calendar Year 2017 
 
Cervantes asked staff to begin posting the nomination forms on the City’s website by the next HRC meeting.  He noted to 
the group that the December 15 nomination deadline may need to be extended.   
 
DEBRIEFS 
 
Dreamer Day supporting DACA students (October 18) 
 
Kislingbury reported that the event was well-done with about 60 people attending.  He shared one story of a student who 
at two years old could not walk.  He and his parents moved to the United States so he could go to a Shriners hospital.  The 
student is now getting a degree at OSU and shared that he wants to follow in Cervantes’ footsteps.   
 
Cervantes said that the speakers were powerful, but he would have also liked to have heard from students that came 
through LBCC.  He added that he understands why they hesitated to do so.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Presentation of 2016 HRC Annual Report to the City Council by Vice Chair Kislingbury (Wednesday, October 25) 
 
Kislingbury will be presenting the report at the Wednesday City Council meeting.  At the meeting, he will update the 
Councilors on the HRC’s current activity and invite them to attend the MLK event. 
 
Coffee with a Cop (Thursday, October 26; 8:00-10:00 a.m.; Hotshots Coffee @ LBCC) 
 
Cervantes pointed out the later time for this event.  He said that he sent out invitations to the Criminal Justice students.  
The Hot Shot Coffee House is operated by LBCC students.  Cervantes expressed his hope that community members will 
attend.   
 
Annual Summit on Homelessness (Wednesday, November 1; 5:00-7:00 p.m.; Main Library) 
 
Cervantes notified the group of the event. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Kislingbury shared that he participated in the Fish Food Drive and that it went good despite the rain.  Other 
Commissioners participated in the Drive with donations.   
 
Dodge Vera asked if the Councilors get a copy of the HRC’s Calendar of Events.  Staff responded that it is posted on the 
City’s website.   
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
No update was given due to the prior meeting with the HAC. 
 
2017 Calendar of Events 
 
Dodge Vera noted that the year had been productive.  The group discussed their interactions with the City Council during 
the summer.  Kislingbury remarked that the dialog to resolve the issue between the two groups has helped.  Cervantes 
expressed his heartbreak of having to go through such a painful process, especially when it was relayed afterwards by one 
of the Councilors, who had initially rejected the HRC’s proposal, that they did not have a problem with the proposed 
words.  He added that the two groups have gotten to where they need to be and that the conflict probably needed to 
happen.  Dodge Vera relayed that it was a good learning experience for her on how the public process works.  She 
expressed that the process is confusing, though.  Whitley summarized that the process changes and that they moved 
through the change.  What she heard is that City Council wants to be included in the changes the group facilitates.  
Cervantes was impressed with the community engagement that came out of the conflict.  Brockgreitens expressed that she 
is proud of the group and that they have mirrored the national dialog.   
 
Kislingbury asked the group if there was anything they wanted him to convey to the Council when he presented the report.  
Dodge Vera responded that she would like clarification on how the Council wants to receive communication:  formal or 
one-on-one.  Kislingbury questioned the group as to whether they wanted to continue to condense the report into a 
one-page document.  Whitley responded that the Council has a lot of other materials to read, so it is good to have one page 
and to also verbally present what the Commission has accomplished at the City Council meetings.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
Kislingbury read a letter announcing his resignation from the Commission when his three-year term concludes at the end 
of the year (see agenda file).  He conveyed that he wants to still help with the MLK event.  Cervantes thanked Kislingbury 
for his service.  He instructed that the group will talk at the next meeting regarding the next Vice Chair.   
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 
Tuesday, December 19, 2017 (tentative) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 4:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Ed Hodney 
Administrative Assistant  Parks & Recreation Director 
    


