
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION & HISPANIC ADVISORY COUNCIL

 

  
Human Relations Commissioners present: 

 
Human Relations Commissioners absent: 

 
Hispanic Advisory Committee members present:

 
Staff present: 
 
Others present: 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Human Relations Commission (HRC) Chair 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Introductions 
 
Cervantes directed everyone to introduce themselves.
 
Follow-up on 2017 Festival Latino 
 
It was noted that the Festival was even better than the year be
for the “passport” activity and said it was very helpful for the attendees.  They are looking forward to next year.  Parks & 
Recreation Director Ed Hodney estimated that 
enough food vendors.  The food lines were very long.  One vendor ran out of food.  Next year
obtaining more vendors.   
 
The HAC members thanked the Parks & Recreation Department for all their hard work.  They also wanted to 
acknowledge Katie Nooshazar and expressed 
passing.  One gentleman from the HAC told Hodney that the volunteers for the event were very good and the Parks & 
Recreation staff was extremely caring to the volunteers.  Hodney thanked everyone for their sentiments.  
 
Dolores Huerta movie:  Dolores 
 
Cervantes explained to the group that last year LBCC 
coincide with the activist’s birth date:  March 31, 1927.  This year
is a film about the female activist who was an equal partner in cofounding the first farm workers unions with 
They would like to have the film shown at
participate.  Medina Sauceda responded positively, saying that it is a great community event.  She spoke of when she lived 
in Michigan, the community held a film festival.  Discussion f
possible films.  Tammy Skubinna volunteered to check OSU for connections
Portland Community College.  Alice Brockgreitens suggested contacting Oregon Public Broadcasti
that they would need to have a festival 
subcommittee/workgroup. 
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 Graham Kislingbury, Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens
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Human Relations Commission (HRC) Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 3:00

themselves.  A sign-in sheet was routed (see agenda file

It was noted that the Festival was even better than the year before.  Heather Medina Sauceda 
for the “passport” activity and said it was very helpful for the attendees.  They are looking forward to next year.  Parks & 
Recreation Director Ed Hodney estimated that 1,200 people attended.  One concern expressed was that the
enough food vendors.  The food lines were very long.  One vendor ran out of food.  Next year

thanked the Parks & Recreation Department for all their hard work.  They also wanted to 
expressed their condolences to Hodney and the Parks & Recreation Department for her 

n from the HAC told Hodney that the volunteers for the event were very good and the Parks & 
ely caring to the volunteers.  Hodney thanked everyone for their sentiments.  

Cervantes explained to the group that last year LBCC sponsored a showing of the movie Cesar 
birth date:  March 31, 1927.  This year, they are thinking of showing the movie 

is a film about the female activist who was an equal partner in cofounding the first farm workers unions with 
They would like to have the film shown at the Pix Theatre again.  Cervantes asked the HAC if they would like to 

responded positively, saying that it is a great community event.  She spoke of when she lived 
a film festival.  Discussion followed regarding Latino film makers in the area and 

possible films.  Tammy Skubinna volunteered to check OSU for connections, and Nancy Greenman will check with 
Portland Community College.  Alice Brockgreitens suggested contacting Oregon Public Broadcasti

have a festival approved by the Pix Theatre owner.  He suggested forming a 
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, Chris Equinoa (excused), Kim Whitley 
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see agenda file). 

 expressed her appreciation 
for the “passport” activity and said it was very helpful for the attendees.  They are looking forward to next year.  Parks & 

people attended.  One concern expressed was that there were not 
enough food vendors.  The food lines were very long.  One vendor ran out of food.  Next year, they will work on 

thanked the Parks & Recreation Department for all their hard work.  They also wanted to 
their condolences to Hodney and the Parks & Recreation Department for her 

n from the HAC told Hodney that the volunteers for the event were very good and the Parks & 
ely caring to the volunteers.  Hodney thanked everyone for their sentiments.   

Cesar Chavez in March to 
they are thinking of showing the movie Dolores, which 

is a film about the female activist who was an equal partner in cofounding the first farm workers unions with Chavez.  
the Pix Theatre again.  Cervantes asked the HAC if they would like to 

responded positively, saying that it is a great community event.  She spoke of when she lived 
regarding Latino film makers in the area and 

and Nancy Greenman will check with 
Portland Community College.  Alice Brockgreitens suggested contacting Oregon Public Broadcasting.  Cervantes noted 

.  He suggested forming a 
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Political climate 
 
Cervantes opened up the discussion saying he was curious about people’s experiences, perceptions, or thoughts in regards 
to the political climate.  He asked the group what they could do to create a better living environment.  Skubinna notified 
the group of a “Know Your Rights” training on December 9 at First Christian Church (time still to be determined).  The 
training includes a segment on “Know Your Roles” for allies of immigrants.  Graham Kislingbury shared that the Friends 
of the Albany Public Library event on October 13 was amazing:  Rosa Plascencia, Immigrant Stories.   
 
Greenman described her experience advocating on an Albany street corner, holding a sign that said, “We are all 
immigrants.”  She expressed her concern that people don’t know what “immigrant” means.  During her experience, two 
different vehicles pulled over to voice their opinion regarding Greenman’s sign, saying that they were not immigrants but 
here legally.  Brockgreitens said that it is startling that history is not being taught.  Skubinna shared a conversation that 
she had with an individual who was not aware that black people, at one point in time, were not allowed in Oregon.  The 
individual was surprised that Skubinna was involved in starting a Latino outreach in the community.   
 
Cervantes asked where the opportunities are to engage people with ideological ideas that don’t mesh.  He explained the 
initial conflict and outcome when the HRC proposed to the City Council a different wording for their mission statement.  
Kislingbury described how heart-wrenching the stories were by individuals who attended the next Council meeting to 
voice their support of the new wording.  Cervantes said that it is challenging to have conversations where political 
ideology doesn’t match, because people only listen to what confirms their beliefs.  He said that shared testimonies are the 
only thing that will move people.   
 
Dodge Vera said that she appreciates that the HAC visits a different organization each month to give an opportunity to 
build relationships.  She noted that the HRC has done that in the past and would like to see them do it again.  Dodge Vera 
added that it can be intimidating for people to come to City Hall for a meeting like this.  People would be more likely to 
participate if the meetings came to them.  Skubinna shared a success story of building relationships with the area’s 
newspaper staff.   
 
Greenman asked about the stories the groups are not aware of.  Medina Sauceda brought up the driver’s license issue.  She 
said that the community loses economically when the marginalized are not supported.  One HAC member suggested 
doing a type of StoryCorps of Oregon where, not only Hispanics could be highlighted, but Native Americans as well.  It 
would show everybody making a contribution bringing about diversity, equity, and inclusion.  Medina Sauceda suggested 
utilizing Albany Happenings with a link to an electronic newsletter as a place for people to tell stories.  Kislingbury said 
that the audio/video production students with South Albany High School’s Rebel Rising Program could be interested in 
filming stories.  HAC member Paige Schindler expressed her interest in speaking with that group for a project she is 
working on.   
 
Medina Sauceda said that she has observed that community members are scared and that DACA is high on their radar.  
She said the HAC is getting needed information to the residents.  Cervantes brought up the issue of racial profiling by ICE 
agents.   
 
2017 Human Relations Award (nominations open October 27) 
 
Not discussed. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Annual Summit on Homelessness, November 1 
 
Cervantes noted the corrected time on the revised agenda.  The group was instructed to send their RSVP to Management 
Assistant/Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith.   
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Event for Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
 
Cervantes explained the past year’s event and the plans, so far, for this year’s film and post-film, no-host lunch.  He 
explained that the event will be on the Saturday before the actual holiday.   
 
Cervantes announced a meet and greet for human rights activist Jose Antonio Vargas on November 7, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. 
at LBCC. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018 
 
Cervantes instructed everyone to be thinking of agenda items for the April meeting.  Medina Sauceda shared that the HAC 
will be meeting with GAPS Superintendent Jim Golden.  Kislingbury described last night’s GAPS board meeting.  Dodge 
Vera noted that at the meeting, they never shared the process planned to change South Albany High School’s mascot.  
Kislingbury said that he talked with the Rebel Rising students about the issue.  He also said that the students and staff are 
talking about the issue.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 3:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Ed Hodney 
Administrative Assistant  Parks & Recreation Director 
 


