
APPROVED:  February 2, 2017 

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers 
333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: David Abarr, Larry Preston, Bill Ryals, Keith Kolkow  

Commissioners Absent:  Cathy LeSuer (excused), Kerry McQuillin (excused), Jolene Thomson 
(excused)  

Staff Present: Shawna Adams, Planner I; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie 
O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC None 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Richardson invited the Commission to a joint meeting with City Council and Planning Commission to be 
held on Monday, January 9, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. A representative from Angelo 
Planning Group will be giving a presentation explaining how code changes would affect the downtown 
area and how the changes would achieve objectives set forth by CARA. Staff would like to get direction 
from the Commissions and Council on the code concepts that will be presented. 

CHANGE TO THE AGENDA 

Adams let the Commission know that elections of Chair and Vice Chair will be delayed until next month. 

SUSTAINABLE CITY YEAR PROGRAM (SCYP) UPDATE 

Richardson opened by stating he had a report from the journalism class from the University of Oregon. 
He explained the strategies and tactics presented that will direct City staff on where improvements are 
needed. Some of these goals would include supporting local historic pride by employing the various 
suggested tactics and getting citizens to understand what it meant to live in a historic district. 
Commissioner Preston asked if the students chose and prioritized issues. Richardson confirmed that they 
had. Adams explained several areas of focus that the students concentrated on. Richardson extended an 
invitation for the Commission to speak with the students on January 13 when they will be at City Hall.  

FUTURE LAC DISCUSSION TOPIC LIST 

Adams opened by referring to the handout distributed at the beginning of the meeting (see handout). She 
indicated that the purpose of the handout was to capture the issues and future discussion ideas that had 
been identified by the Commission at the November meeting and by staff. She indicated that the list was 
meant to be a “parking lot” of ideas that could be updated and used to inform future discussions rather 
than a list of specific items to be added to future agendas. Adams provided a brief overview of the items 
listed in the handout and asked the Commission to make any additions or refinements.  
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Commissioner Abarr asked about the City’s code compliance procedures. Richardson indicated that staff 
could present some specific scenarios to the Commission and walk through the code compliance steps . 
Preston briefly explained inspection processes. Adams indicated that she could include information about 
code compliance in the staff presentation planned for the February meeting.  Discussion followed. Ryals 
stated, based on prior experience, providing incentives for citizens to comply with the code might prove 
more successful than compliance. Preston agreed. Ryals stressed that by offering to help people in the 
community to conduct repairs according to the code, it would add trust between the Commission and the 
community.  

Ryals suggested hanging posters advertising CARA and LAC assistance in the windows of buildings 
where they had assisted in restoration. Preston suggested showing before and after pictures on these types 
of posters.  

Adams indicated that many of the outreach and education ideas that have been suggested by the LAC 
have also been recommended by University of Oregon students.   

Ryals asked about progression of the Goal 5 rule. Adams stated that the workgroup has made a 
recommendation, but that no changes to the rule have been adopted yet.  

Ryals asked about SHPO’s environmental review requirements. Adams stated all future rehab matching 
grants would have to go through an environmental review process. She indicated that she does not yet 
know the specific requirements, but believes that it would still be feasible to offer rehab matching grants 
in some form.  

Commissioner Kolkow asked if there was a way to audit the local inventory in the future. Adams 
indicated that there is a historic property survey for all landmark properties and a way to update those 
surveys. She noted that many of the surveyors are older and do not reflect current conditions. Kolkow 
indicated that he would like to be proactive on this. Richardson asked about getting volunteers from the 
Commission to get training from SHPO on survey work. This could help enhance understanding of the 
value of historic preservation and historic restoration and rehabilitation projects.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was decided to wait until the next meeting to approve minutes when more of the Commission would be 
in attendance.  

NEXT MEETING DATE TBD 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file  
 
Edie O’Neil Shawna Adams  
Administrative Assistant  Planner II 
 


