
APPROVED:  March 1, 2017 

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers 
333 Broadalbin Street 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Larry Preston, Bill Ryals, Cathy LeSuer, Kerry McQuillin, Jolene 
Thomson 

Commissioners Absent:  David Abarr (excused), Keith Kolkow (unexcused)  

Staff Present: Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I; Bob Richardson, Planning 
Manager; Shawna Adams, Planner 

Others Present: Rebecca Bond, Albany Visitors Association  

CALL TO ORDER Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC None 

ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Commissioner McQuillin moved to have Ryals remain as Chair.  Preston seconded.  A vote was taken 
and the motion passed 5-0. 

McQuillin moved to have Thomson to continue as Vice-Chair.  Preston seconded.  A vote was taken and 
the motion passed 5-0. 

HISTORIC PROGRAM UPDATE AND PLANNING 

2015-2016 Code Implementation Staff Presentation 

Adams opened with a brief introduction about how Article 7 fits into planning.  She explained the 
regulatory context, including Oregon land use law creating an urban growth boundary that meets state 
wide planning goals, specifically Goal 5.  She also explained the Planning Application Review Process.  
Adams went over Article 7 Historic Regulations, specifically addressing primary application types which 
would include exterior alterations, substitute materials, new construction, and demolition.  She then 
proceeded to give examples of some possible exemptions.  Preston asked about the specific classification 
for “houses of interest” not officially registered as historic contributing.  Adams stated she would need to 
look into this further.  McQuillin asked about substitute materials.  Adams replied that applicants must 
meet certain eligibility criteria—property has to be rated as non-contributing, must show that alterations 
are beyond repair, and would be cost prohibitive to use original materials.  

She went on to explain that most historic inquiries are directed to Richardson or herself, and they are 
mostly focused on historic regulations with staff recommending best practices.  In 2015 and 2016, about 
25 applications were submitted for historic review.  None were denied or appealed.  

Ryals asked about demolition. He wanted clarification about the Commission recommending an owner to 
sell at a low price with a limited time-frame.  Adams explained the intent of the Code was to explore 
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other options such as the sale of a historic property in lieu of demolition.  Richardson provided further 
explanation regarding demolition.  

Adams explained cases that are approved at staff level: 

In-Kind Historic Alterations:  Three were approved last year by staff for needed alterations that were 
proven through thorough documentation.  In this type of application, the applicant does not have to show 
alterations are necessary or compatible, just that they are the same.  She gave several examples.  
Richardson clarified that staff was giving overview of how things operate on a staff level in order to 
maintain transparency.  

Previous State Alterations:  These are based on a proposed alteration that would return a house to 
previous historic features.  

Adams gave explanation on what was considered not visible or visible from the street and explained how 
“visibility” was defined.  Ryals asked if residential was different than commercial.  Adams confirmed that 
it was.  All commercial cases, whether visible from the street or not, go to the Landmarks Advisory 
Commission (LAC) for approval.  

Adams gave an overview on what applications requiring LAC Approved Alterations entail.  Ryals pointed 
out that the Building Code allows leeway for historic buildings, and applicants are encouraged to work 
with experts who are familiar with historic buildings. 

Substitute materials.  Most properties are not eligible to apply and are not pursued due to ineligibility.  

Adams concluded by explaining that the burden of proof will be up to the applicant.  She also added that 
objectivity, clarity, and flexibility by staff and the Commission are important.  

Richardson added that when the Commission deliberates decisions, they are encouraged to let staff know 
why decisions are being made in order to be able to provide detailed explanations to applicants.  

Preston stressed that it is important to understand the goals of preservation, and the focus should be on 
goals instead of verbage.  

LAC Discussion “Parking Lot” List 

Adams gave a brief overview of the list (see handout) and advised the Commission that they could come 
back to this list or add to it at any time. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 

HP Month Committee 

Adams opened the topic by pointing out that in previous years the LAC has had a subcommittee for 
planning activities and events for Historic Preservation Month in May.  She asked the Commission if any 
of them would like to participate in this.  She went on to explain that this would include providing 
suggestions on activities for national historic month, preparing for various events outside the LAC 
meetings, and organizing the events.  Preston and LeSuer offered to participate in the subcommittee. 
McQuillin recommended addressing historic kitchens.  She suggested meeting with a home tour 
committee to see about organizing a tour of historic kitchens.  Preston offered to assist with this.  Adams 
stated that interest had been expressed in the past regarding historic kitchens.  Discussion followed with 
ideas around focusing on kitchens. Bathrooms and porches were also suggested, and it was decided to 
keep the focus on kitchens and bathrooms. 

HP Month Awards 

Adams asked if the Commission had any potential nominees for the Historic Preservation Month Awards.  
Preston suggested the house on the corner of Maple Street and 9th Avenue but stated that he would like to 
look at it a little closer.  

Ryals suggested Novak’s.  He like that they restored an iconic building downtown.  Richardson pointed 
out that the final certificate of occupancy was being held until the agreed upon cow’s head or the sunburst 
was put up. Ryals stated the head carver at the Carousel has the cow’s head blocked out and is supposed 
to send him photos. 

LeSuer suggested two houses (yellow and brown houses) on 1st Avenue and Geary Street. 

Adams gave a staff recommendation for 423 Jefferson Street.  Preston stated he would like to look at this 
house in person.  

Adams added that the display case in City Hall is reserved for May and asked the Commission to think 
about what they wanted to do with the display. 

Preston inquired if garages were considered historical.  Adams replied that they typically were not, but if 
they were torn down, in order to rebuild, it would have come before the LAC with different standards put 
in place.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Thomson moved to approve August 1, 2016, joint meeting minutes as stated.  LeSuer seconded.  A vote 
was taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

In reference to the November meeting, McQuillin stated that she felt the Commission had concluded they 
were unhappy with the decision that was made October 5, 2016, regarding permitting vinyl windows. 
Ryals agreed and stated that he was unsure if it was revisited that the decision would be any different.  
McQuillin replied that she did not think the vinyl windows would have been approved based on the 
discussion in the November meeting.  She would like the record to reflect that this was a difficult decision 
to make. Ryals would like to note that the decision that was made in October does not set a precedent, and 
the case that was decided on in October was a unique situation. Preston disagreed and stated that whatever 
the Commission decides does set a precedent. He feels like the Commission’s goals were not met by the 



Albany Landmarks Commission 
February 1, 2017 
Page 4 of 4 
 
decision that was made at the October meeting. McQuillin suggested revoting as a symbolic vote to 
restate where the Commission stands presently. Thomson named it as a “Symbolic Resolution 
Renouncing a Previous Vote.” Discussion followed in agreement with this suggestion. 

 Preston moved to approve October 5, 2016, meeting minutes as stated.  McQuillin seconded.  A vote was 
taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

Preston moved to approve November 2, 2016, meeting minutes as stated.  McQuillin seconded.  A vote 
was taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

Preston moved to approve January 4, 2017, meeting minutes as stated.  Thomson seconded.  A vote was 
taken and the motion passed 5-0. 

NEXT MEETING DATE TBD 

ADJOURNMENT There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file  
 
Edie O’Neil Shawna Adams  
Administrative Assistant  Planner II 


