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CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Room, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Monday, February 20, 2017 

5:15 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 
Planning Commissioners present: Sue Goodman, Dala Rouse, Larry Tomlin, JoAnn Miller, Bobby 

Schueller, Cordell Post, Roger Phillips  

Planning Commissioners absent: Dan Sullivan (excused), Linsey Godwin (unexcused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; David Martineau, Lead Current 
Planner; Shawna Adams, Planner II; Edie O’Neil, Administrative 
Assistant I; Jessica Henson, Deputy City Attorney; Ronald G. Irish, 
Transportation Systems Analyst 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:14 p.m. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  None 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING – CU-07-16; APEX PROPERTY CLEARING 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:17 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 
Ex Parte: None 
Site Visit: None 
Abstain: None 
Challenges: None 
 
Staff Report: 

Planner Shawna Adams provided a summary of the case and summarized the proposal’s consistency with 
applicable review criteria.  Staff-proposed conditions of approval were included for the Commission’s 
consideration (see Agenda Packet). 
 
Questions from the Commission:  Rouse asked about clarification on operation times. Adams stated that 
the business would operate between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Testimony from Applicant: Not present. 

Testimony in Favor:  None 

Testimony in Opposition:  None 
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Neutral Testimony:  None 

Rebuttal Testimony:  None  

Staff Response:  None 

Procedural Questions:  Chair Tomlin closed the hearing at 5:31 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision: None 

MOTION:  

Commissioner Post moved to approve the land use application with staff recommended conditions.  
Commissioner Rouse seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 7-0.   

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING – CU-12-16 AND SP-21-16; SAINT ANNE’S CHURCH 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:33 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 
Ex Parte: Commissioner Rouse stated her doctor mentioned the public hearing, but the case 

was not discussed between them.  
Site Visit: None 
Abstain: None 
Challenges: None 
 
Staff Report: 

Planner David Martineau provided a summary of the case and summarized the proposal’s consistency 
with applicable review criteria.  Staff-proposed conditions of approval were included for the 
Commission’s consideration (see Agenda Packet). 
 
Questions from the Commission:  Rouse asked for clarification on speed limit changes. Irish explained 
that North Albany Road switches to 25 mph at the roundabout. He stated that his concerns were not about 
the traffic circle but rather if left turns would be made due to the location and slope of Gibson Hill Road.  

Commissioner Goodman asked about plans for signage around the driveway. She stated concerns about 
blind spots when headed west causing difficulty seeing cars driving eastbound. Drivers entering or exiting 
would not be making left turns. Irish replied that a right-turn-only sign would be the only required sign.  

Testimony from applicant:  John Della Monica, Della Monica Snyder Architects and V. Reverend 
Stephen Soot.  Mr. Della Monica stated that they accept the conditions of approval as drafted in the Staff 
Report.  Commissioner Goodman inquired about the daily attendance of Greek festival.  Rev. Soot replied 
that their estimate is about 1,000 people per day for the two day event.   

Testimony in Favor:  None 
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Testimony in Opposition:   

Rich Ames, 1830 NW Olivia Circle, stated that he thought the design of the building went against the 
nature of the neighborhood, and parking was also a major concern in the neighborhood. He also thought 
that Northview Lane was not designed to accommodate this type of traffic.  

Audra Baca, 1804 NW Olivia Circle, wanted to know about the construction timeline, specifically when it 
was expected to start. She also wanted to know if the 66 proposed parking spots would be enough to 
accommodate the current 150 members plus growth and how the church planned to accommodate the 
neighborhood with noise and parking during the Greek Festival. She asked about what demographic the 
pre-school would be serving, how much the tuition was expected to be, and how many families were 
expected to be served. She went on to express concerns about exceeding the maximum height restrictions 
with the proposed dome feature not maintaining a “park-like feel.” 

Rob Bornheimer, 1840 NW Olivia Circle, stated that he did not feel like a large church in this area would 
be beneficial. Congestion would be worse with added traffic.  He did not feel like it would be safe or have 
a positive economic benefit.  Rouse replied that there did not seem to be as much traffic during the 
weekend in this area, and the Church’s main activity would be on the weekend. Mr. Bornheimer pointed 
out that there were often weekend sports activities at the nearby school. Rouse explained peak hour traffic 
studies.  

Neutral Testimony:   

Mike Brown, 780 Scenic Drive, stated that he owns several building sites on Gibson Hill Road and would 
like clarification about several points. He asked if the proposed use would be consistent with the character 
of the area. He expressed concern about proposed landscaping and would like additional trees planted to 
be more compatible with the neighborhood. He also felt that the proposed entrance and exit signs would 
not be enough to prevent left turns from people coming east on Northwest Gibson Hill Road. He asked 
what would be done on the north side of the property in reference to improving the street and sidewalk, 
parking, noise, glare, and privacy. He stated that these issues could be addressed by adding more tree 
screening.  

Ed Leslie, 1282 NW Gibson Hill Road, stated concerns about the probability of traffic issues in the 
roundabout. He would like to see modifications on Gibson Hill Road. He suggested that the planter area 
could be replaced with a right-turn-only lane for the church.  

Randy Lary, 1827 NW Gibson Way, stated concern about increased traffic causing safety issues at the 
intersection of Gibson Way and Gibson Hill Road. He felt that left turns on Gibson Way could cause 
potential accidents. He felt that new development across from Gibson Way, to the east and down the hill, 
would also increase traffic in this area.  

Jim Lawrence. 1340 NW Laurel Heights Drive, felt that the proposed development would be an asset to 
the community but expressed concern that adding so much asphalt would cause more run-off.  

Rebuttal Testimony: Della Monica stated that they relied on city standards and recommendations from 
City staff with the proposed development, and during the public neighborhood meeting, traffic issues 
were addressed. Rev Soot stated in regards to the preschool used by Family Tree Relief Nursery, it would 
be focused toward those considered most at-risk and in-need families.  Della Monica stated runoff will be 
filtered through natural garden.  Goodman asked if there were any plans for improvement on Northview 
Lane. Della Monica replied that there would be street improvements and new sidewalk.  Rouse asked for 
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clarification on the dedication of two feet on Northview Lane, specifically if it would allow parking on 
one side or two sides. Irish answered that there would be 52 feet of right of way.  

Staff Response:  Martineau pointed out the parking calculation in the Albany Development Code clarified 
that only 50 parking stalls were required but 66 were being proposed. He asked the applicant about 
phasing on the timeline. Della Monica replied that construction would depend on when the Church would 
have the funds.   

Procedural Questions:  Rouse pointed out that churches are allowed in Residential Zoning with 
Conditional Use.  

Chair Tomlin closed the hearing at 6:52 p.m. 

Discussion and Decision:   

Phillips stated that he felt that parking was definitely an issue and didn’t feel like parking and traffic 
issues had been addressed.  Richardson clarified parking requirements based on the Development Code. 
Tomlin asked about egress into the site. Irish explained Gibson Hill Road is in city limits but is under 
Benton County jurisdiction. The proposed “pork-chop” would prevent left turns in and out of the church. 
There would be no on-street parking at this time with a 24 foot wide street, but eventually there would be 
30 feet with parking allowed on both sides. Commissioner Schueller asked if the City could do anything 
to prevent traffic backups in this area. Irish replied that because it is a county road, the county would have 
to implement this change.  

MOTION:  

Commissioner Post moved to approve the land use application with staff recommended conditions.  
Commissioner Rouse seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 6-1 with Goodman opposed. 

Chair Tomlin closed the hearing at 7:13 p.m. 

APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

Commissioner Post moved to nominated Tomlin as Chair and Rouse as Vice-Chair. Goodman seconded. 
A vote was taken and the motion passed 7-0. 

APPOINTMENT OF HEARINGS BOARD MEMBERS 

Phillips and Rouse stated they would like to remain as Hearings Board Members. Goodman said she 
would like to remain an alternate. Post said he would like to remain the third member. A vote was taken 
and the motion passed 7-0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Rouse moved to approve the November 7, 2016 minutes, the November 21, 2016 Planning 
Commission minutes, and the January 9, 2016 joint meeting minutes as corrected. Commissioner Phillips 
seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 7-0. 
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ACTIVITY UPDATE 

NEXT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DATE 

March 6, 2017 

ADJOURN 

Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting at 7:21 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
  
Edie O’Neil David Martineau 
Administrative Assistant Lead Current Planner 
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