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CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Municipal Court Room, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

5:15 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 
Planning Commissioners present: Dala Rouse, Larry Tomlin, Cordell Post, Linsey Godwin (arrived at 

5:22 p.m.), Roger Phillips, Sue Goodman  

Planning Commissioners absent: Dan Sullivan (excused), JoAnn Miller (excused), Bobby Schueller 
(excused) 

Staff present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Melissa Anderson, Planner III; 
Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I; Ron  Irish, Transportation 
Systems Analyst; Gordon Steffensmeier, P.E., P.L.S.Civil Engineer III; 
Jessica Henson, Deputy City Attorney 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: CP-01-17; COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP 
AMENDMENT AND ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing at 5:17 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission: 

Conflicts of Interest:  None 
Ex Parte: None 
Site Visit: None 
Abstain: None 
Challenges: None 
 
Staff Report: 

Planner Melissa Anderson provided a summary of the requested map amendments and summarized the 
proposal’s consistency with applicable review criteria.  (See Agenda Packet). 
 
Questions from the Commission:  Commissioner Phillips asked where the sewer line was located. 
Anderson provided explanation on where they were located.  Commissioner Goodman asked if any 
infrastructure would need modification.  Anderson stated that relocating would not be practical, and 
buildings would not be allowed to be constructed over the existing infrastructure.  Goodman also inquired 
about constraints from the surrounding wetlands on future residential development.  Anderson stated that 
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any developer would have to apply for a fill permit through the Department of State Lands and with the 
Army Corps of Engineers.  She also stated that the wetlands are not considered significant, so there are no 
special overlays protecting them.  

Testimony from Applicant: Rich Catlin, Land Use Planner with Reese & Assoc., stated that the 
justification for this application was for expediency in being able to develop the property.  Due to split 
zoning, there had been unsuccessful attempts in the past to develop the industrial side of the property 
separate from the residential side, with the industrial side not being able to obtain any traction.  Because 
the industrial portion is small and due to storm drain and sewer constraints, and due to the need to bring 
Lyon Street through, it was not economical to develop the industrial portion of the property as a stand-
alone project.  The proposed solution would be to get rid of the split zone so the entire site can be 
developed as residential.  He explained how Lyon Street could either be extended as a dead-end or 
continued through to Ferry Street or Marion Street (see Agenda).  

Testimony in Favor:  None 

Testimony in Opposition:  None 

Neutral Testimony:  Delline Putman, 2680 Lyon Street, stated that her property abuts this property. She is 
in favor of developing the property for residential use. 

Rebuttal Testimony:  Catlin wished to address the letters received on March 20, 2017, prior to the 
hearing.  The first was from Mark Okazaki who had concerns regarding traffic coming through to Ferry 
Street.  Catlin stated that it would make more sense for Lyon Street to loop to Marion Street and would be 
more cost effective.  In regards to the letter sent by the Fair Housing Council of Oregon (FHCO) and 
Housing Land Advocates (HLA), Catlin gave a brief overview about their primary functions (see 
Handouts).  Catlin had previously talked to the property owner and held a community meeting about the 
request for RM zoning versus RS-5. Based on feedback from the community, it would not be favorable 
and had been declined in the past on a different location by city council.  Because of this, they are asking 
for an RS-5 zone instead of RM zoning.  

Rouse stated that she agreed with the proposed zoning.  She said she felt that Albany already had a lot of 
multi-family properties in South Albany.  She felt like the advocates were looking at one little piece and 
not the big picture.  

Tomlin asked if this letter gave the advocates a position to appeal.  Henson said she had not had a chance 
to look at case laws cited (see handout).  Richardson pointed out that it does give the advocates standing 
to appeal since they submitted written testimony. 

Goodman asked if Anderson knew if there was a surplus or deficit of RM zoned properties.  Anderson 
replied that the Housing Needs Analysis based on 2006 data and adopted in 2007 indicated a need for 
RM, but for this application, Staff did not feel it was appropriate given the existing zoning of the 
remainder of the property, surrounding neighborhood, map patterns, and existing surrounding zoning. She 
went on to explain there is a surplus of small light industrial properties and RS-5 zone.  Based on the 
analysis and criteria mentioned in the Staff Report, RS-5 zoning would be more appropriate for this 
property. 

Chair Tomlin closed the hearing at 5:50 p.m. 
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MOTION 

Commissioner Post moved to recommend the City Council approve the request as proposed in the March 
13, 2017, Staff Report.  Commissioner Rouse seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion passed 6-0. 

ACTIVITY UPDATE 

Planning Manager, Bob Richardson reviewed upcoming meeting dates and topics. 

NEXT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING DATE 

April 3, 2017 – Deliberation, ZC-02-16 (David Martineau) 

April 4, 2017 – CIP Joint Work Session of the City Council, Planning Commission, and Budget 
Committee; Council Chambers (Jeff Babbitt) 

April 10, 2017 – Joint Work Session of the City Council, Planning Commission, Landmarks Advisory 
Commission, and CARA Advisory Board (Angelo Planning Group) 

ADJOURN 

Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting at 5:58 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
  
Edie O’Neil Bob Richardson 
Administrative Assistant Planning Manager 
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