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CITY OF ALBANY 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Fire Station 13 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Commission members present:  Cynthia Greene, Nicholas Fowler, Kevin Kreitman, Larry Nelson, 

Terry Virnig 
  
Commission members absent: Loyd Henion, Mike Martin, Jill Weissbeck  
 
Staff present: Mario Lattanzio, Police Chief; John Bradner, Fire Chief; Meaza 

Ridley, Administrative Assistant I 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Greene called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of November 9, 2016 were approved with a change in attendance to reflect Kevin Kreitman 
as absent and the commendation from Nick Fowler changed to represent the commission as a whole.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

Police Update – Chief Lattanzio 
 
Chief Lattanzio gave a building update; the steel is done for the first and second floor; completion 
may be delayed until September due to weather delays.  The furniture for both stations is around 
$500,000 and has been approved via City Council.   
 
Part I crimes are down 12.4%, which should be at or under the Oregon average. Average may be 
off because all agencies have to change to NIBRS (National Incident-Based Reporting System) 
this year so many are not reporting numbers due to the changes in reporting and upgrades/training 
required for the new system. He mentioned some car prowl and theft suspects are now in jail so 
those numbers are lower right now. There seems to be a lot more traffic; however, accidents are 
down so far this year.  
 
Staffing is still critical and all the Street Crimes detectives are on Patrol until more officers in 
training are solo.  There is one officer position coming open and one retirement; two non lateral 
officers just started, one at DPSST, and two in FTEP training, with three positions available to 
hire.  
 
Chief Lattanzio mentioned he would like to add staff to the budget this year.  Currently have less 
staff than in 2010.  The positions that are still frozen are: one CES, one officer, and one Dispatch. 
He spoke briefly about the new task force Lieutenant Drum is heading. Officers from LCSO, 
Lebanon, DEA, Albany, and possibly OSP will join the task force to focus on drugs.  
 
It was asked if combining LCSO and APD dispatch would be a benefit or cost saving. The Chief 
responded it would not offer the level of service the city currently receives if that happened. 
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Fire Update –Chief Bradner 
 
Chief Bradner did a short recap of the year in review.  Fourteen new employees were hired, 
eleven promotions, and four retirements.  They have one firefighter position opening in Spring, 
and one firefighter out for workman’s compensation with an injury.  He mentioned calls continue 
to increase and distributed a handout for December 2016 statistics.  The busiest day on record 
was in January with 44 calls; average is 29 calls per shift.  He briefly spoke about the handout and 
how some call increases are from new care facilities that are now open.  At the current call rate, 
the projected annual calls for service will be 9500 for 2017. 
 
The ambulance rate was increased to $1350.  There may be a service delivery fee for assisted 
living facilities to lower the number of calls received when they have lowered staffing levels. The 
hope is to change their staffing behaviors and eliminate many of those calls.  The EMS Chief will 
be compiling the information and advising the facilities of the new charge. The crews will need to 
change their documentation to be sure the billing is done.   
 
Chief Bradner announced Station 11 should be done before the police department. The brick 
work is almost complete and possible date is July 25, 2017. The first streetscape permits are 
almost done and a light system similar to Station 12 will be installed to replace the current one 
since the mast arms are expired.  
 
Chief Bradner presented a Needs Assessment handout that was done in January 2017.  In order to 
qualify for the SAFER grant, one has to be completed.  The current staffing is at 17 and needs to 
be at 22, administrative staff, a training chief, and firefighters to reach staffing from 2010.  The 
fire department needs to switch over to the 700Mhz radio system and will be applying for grants 
once IT completes the needs assessment for them. The parking lots at Station 13 and 12 will cost 
$100,000 and $150,000 to redo.  Four medic units were remounted this month. SCBA equipment 
needs replacement; Corvallis just did theirs for $500,00.  The current overlapping medical calls 
are requiring assistance from other agencies.  Staffing one more firefighter would help with the 
overlapping calls.  Corvallis assists Albany more than Albany assists them, and Albany assists 
Lebanon more than Lebanon assists them.  M71 is only available four days a week so they can 
only help during that time.  
 
Nick Fowler asked what preparations are being made to accommodate crowds and potential calls 
associated with the total eclipse of the sun that is visible in Albany in August 2017.  Chief 
Bradner mentioned there are meetings happening to prepare and the EEOC has purchased safety 
glasses for all City employees as a precaution.  
 
Chief Bradner advised that Steve Mills who volunteers for the police department is working on 
creating the Public Safety Foundation with a focus on cardiac arrest. The objective is to teach 
eighth-graders to perform CPR, operate an AED, and use the 911 system, as well as provide AED 
units in specific public locations in case of an emergency.  There is a similar program in Salem.   
Chair Greene would like Steve’s contact information; Meaza will send his contact information to 
the commission members. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  

Terry Virnig announced he will be resigning from the commission; he has joined the Budget 
Committee.  He was thanked for his time as a member from 1988 to present and he thanked the 
commission, commenting it has been fun, interesting, and an education.  
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GOOD OF ORDER 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 5, 2017, at Station 14.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Meaza Ridley 
Administrative Assistant I 


