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APPROVED:  February 21, 2018 
 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 
Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory Board 

City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

 
MINUTES 

 
Advisory Board Members present: Chair Rich Catlin, Russ Allen, Bill Coburn, James Dufour, Sam 

Flande, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Sharon Konopa, Ray 
Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, Mike Sykes, Maura 
Wilson (by teleconference), and David Abarr (arrived at 5:55 pm) 

 
Advisory Board Members absent: None 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER/REAPPOINTMENTS 
 
Catlin introduced and welcomed new Advisory Board Member Sam Flande. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
December 13, 2017 
 
Parks & Recreation Director/Interim Urban Renewal Director Ed Hodney noted a misspelling of the name 
Brian Oare on page 3. 
 
MOTION: Member Rich Kellum moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Member James Dufour 
seconded the motion, and it passed 13-0.   
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 5:16 p.m. 
 
Patrick and Robyn Morley, owners of Willamette River View Holdings LLC, gave a presentation related 
to their property at 595 Geary Street NE. The presentation included information about the project team, 
market trends and statistics, and potential development opportunities for the site. 
 
The presenters indicated that the site could be developed in a way that maximizes their return; however, 
they believe that the property has the potential to be a CARA district riverfront anchor.  They want to 
gauge the Advisory Board’s interest in partnering on the project to create a unique development with a 
mix of housing types, as well as enhancements to an adjacent section of the Dave Clark Trail.  This type 
of project would benefit the City and align with CARA’s objectives, but they can’t justify the additional 
investment on their own.  If CARA is interested in partnering to revitalize the neighborhood, they will 
bring back a specific proposal.  
 
In discussion and in response to questions from the Advisory Board, the presenters said that they hoped to 
start the project in July 2018 and that the project would be added to the tax rolls. 
 
Advisory Board members expressed interest in seeing a detailed proposal. 
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CARA Policy Reviews:  Grants and Loans 6:07 p.m. 
 
Hodney referred to the staff memo in the agenda packet, which responds to Advisory Board members’ 
questions and concerns regarding existing CARA program policies and guidelines. He suggested that the 
upcoming arrival of the new Economic Development Manager presents a good opportunity to review 
program policies and direct any desired revisions. 
 
Discussion followed regarding items that could be part of that future review.  Suggestions included: 
 

• Remove the $125,000 maximum loan amount to allow for a bigger loan on an attractive project. 
• There should be different documents for grant programs and loan programs to make everything 

clear and fair. 
• Consideration should be given to whether CARA will work only with building owners or whether 

they will also work with lessees. 
• CARA should not help one business against another competing business.  
• The idea of forgivable loans for desired projects should be part of the review. 
• It may be easier to start over with writing the programs rather than try to revise what is existing. 

 
There was general agreement to ask that the Economic Development Manager bring this item back for 
review. 
 
Review Status of 2001 CARA Plan projects and programs 6:30 p.m. 
 
Hodney referred to the staff memo and attached spreadsheet showing the status of projects and programs 
listed in the 2001 Urban Renewal Plan.  There was general agreement that a review and discussion of the 
projects and programs is needed.  Catlin offered to work with staff to frame the conversation so that it is 
more efficient for the Advisory Board to work through. 
 
Staff updates and issues 6:37 p.m. 
 
Hodney gave a brief update on the Streetscape Project.  The signage system will be installed with 
completion of the project this spring. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 6:42 p.m. 
 
Several Advisory Board members thanked Hodney for taking on the extra work of Interim Urban 
Renewal Director for the past 15 months.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Catlin adjourned the meeting at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on File    Signature on File 
  
Teresa Nix     Ed Hodney 
Recorder     Parks & Recreation Director/ 

Interim Urban Renewal Director 


