
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA (CARA) ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

5:15 p.m.  
Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: April 18, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, James Dufour, Sam Flande, Bessie Johnson, 

Sharon Konopa, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, Maura 
Wilson, and Mike Sykes 

 
Advisory Board Members Absent: Russ Allen (excused), Bill Coburn (excused), and Rich Kellum (excused) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 21, 2018 
 
MOTION: Member Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as presented. Member Bessie Johnson seconded 
the motion, and it passed 11-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:18 p.m. 

Herb Yamamoto, CADD Connection LLC, 705 Lyon Street SE, showed photos and gave an update on the Cameron 
House, which was restored to its historical standing nine years ago with assistance from CARA. He expressed 
appreciation to the board for the funding, noting that the partnership received a state award. He is interested in 
renovating another historic home in the area, and his firm has invested resources to create a full set of drawings, 
develop construction costs, and have a preapplication meeting.  He will likely apply for CARA assistance if he is able 
to come to a purchase agreement with the current owner. 

Mike Quinn, 4455 NW Sunset Ridge Drive, advised that the Albany Eagles Club plans to apply for CARA funds for 
a potential project at its building on Broadalbin Street SW. He expects that this will be on the board’s agenda next 
month. 

Chet Hauser, President of Monteith Historical Society, spoke in support of funding requests from Seth Fortier for 
the buildings at 202 and 206 Second Avenue SW. He provided some history of the buildings and advised that the 
projects have been reviewed and approved by the Landmarks Advisory Commission. 

Storefront Revitalization Grant request ($10,000) from Seth Fortier, 202 Second Avenue SW 5:29 p.m. 

Storefront Revitalization Grant request ($10,000) from Seth Fortier, 206 Second Avenue SW 5:29 p.m. 

The Chair requested that staff reports for these two agenda items be combined. 
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Urban Renewal Officer Nathan Reid introduced the applicant, Seth Fortier, and reviewed the request for a $10,000 
Storefront Revitalization Grant for the building at 202 Second Avenue SW, also known as the Tripp and Tripp 
Building. The $21,000 project would include new awnings on the north and east sides of the building, repainting of 
the building, and caulking of any open gaps around the historic windows and frames. 

Reid reviewed the request for a second $10,000 Storefront Revitalization Grant for the building at 
206 Second Avenue SW. The $110,000 project would repair and improve the current brick and plaster on the north, 
west, and south facades.  

Reid noted that the applicant used CARA’s Architectural Assistance Program and met with local architect Christina 
Knowles of Varitone Architecture for the design work for both buildings. He also met with Ash Stone Masonry of 
Eugene to determine the extent of the repairs needed and the estimated cost of rehabilitation for the building at 
206 Second Avenue SW.   

In response to questions from the board, Fortier provided additional information about the projects, planned use of 
the requested funds, and future use of the buildings. He noted that the designer and architect are discussing whether 
upper awnings should be included on the Tripp and Tripp building. 

Hauser encouraged Fortier to omit the awnings if they are not needed. He commented that the renovated building 
without awnings would have a very grand style and would be an impressive sight when coming over the bridge.  

MOTION: Member Mike Sykes moved to approve the request for 202 Second Avenue SW. Kopczynski seconded 
the motion, and it passed 11-0. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the request for 206 Second Avenue SW. Sykes seconded the motion, and 
it passed 11-0. 

Small Grant request ($5,000) from Daren Clowser, 230 Lyon Street SW 5:44 p.m. 

Reid reviewed the request from Daren Clowser for a Small Grant for the building at 230 Lyon Street SW. The project 
would repair damage to the second-story interior of the building and enable the owner to continue providing 
affordable and safe downtown apartments. The applicant is seeking $5,000 toward the $12,600 project. 

In response to questions from the board, Clowser explained that the project would repair damage to the building and 
provide a clean atmosphere in the interior entryway. He is making improvements as possible, the handrails are secure, 
and lighting will be one of his next projects. There are 14 apartments with about 30 tenants. 

Kopczynski and Johnson spoke in favor of the improvements to help the tenants feel safe and good about where they 
live. 

MOTION: Johnson moved to approve the request. Member David Abarr seconded the motion, and it passed 11-0. 

Award of installation contract for Wayfinding Signs 5:50 p.m. 

Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney gave an update on the wayfinding signs and reviewed a request for $26,605 
for installation of 20 pedestrian signs. He clarified that the requested action is to authorize the funding; award of the 
installation contract is anticipated within the next few weeks. Brief discussion followed regarding a desire to have a 
community celebration following completion of the Downtown Streetscape project. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the funding request. Member Maura Wilson seconded the motion, and it 
passed 11-0. 
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Repairs to ARA-owned property at 222 Third Avenue SE 5:56 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry reviewed the history of the property at 222 Third Avenue SE, which 
came into possession of the Albany Revitalization Agency (ARA) more than two years ago following foreclosure 
proceedings for breach of contract on a CARA project loan. The property has been fully rented and managed by a 
property management company, and ARA has received about $40,000 in rental receipts since November 2015. Staff 
has received inquiries from parties interested in purchasing the building; however, there are code compliance issues 
and repairs that must be addressed before the building can be sold. A bid for the work is provided in the meeting 
agenda packet. He requested input from the board about what should be done with the property moving forward. 

Following discussion, Sherry agreed to bring back additional information including at least three bids for the work; 
additional information about the code compliance issues and needed repairs; the feasibility of selling the property; 
and market information. 

Staff updates and issues 6:06 p.m. 

Sherry advised that agenda packets will no longer be hand delivered to board members. He asked that members 
contact him individually about whether they would like to continue receiving paper copies, either mailed or provided 
at the meeting. 

Sherry reported on an opportunity provided by the 2017 Federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act to establish Opportunity 
Zones in areas that have an economic need for investment. The opportunity provides tax abatement for capital gains 
that are invested within defined zones. The City has submitted five potential zones for consideration, three of which 
are within the CARA district. This has the potential to be an interesting and effective investment tool. Staff will advise 
as the process moves forward.  

Sherry reported on preliminary discussions with an interested party regarding the St. Francis Hotel. 

Sherry advised that he is creating a business relationship with the Economic Development Manager at the City of 
Independence, which has an active urban renewal district that has been successful in pursuing hotel development on 
the waterfront. 

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

Member Sharon Konopa noted that she has received a lot of positive feedback about the new lighting downtown. 
Brief discussion followed regarding the Downtown Streetscape project. 

Catlin advised that the City has been approached by a real estate broker who was retained by the Eagles Club. CARA 
has had an interest in the downtown site for some time and he would like to be prepared to take next steps if the 
property is listed. He suggested that the board request that staff investigate a first right of refusal on the property, 
after which they could approach the State of Oregon Department of Environmental Quality to request an 
environmental assessment and do other fact finding to inform future discussions about possible acquisition of the 
property. 

In discussion, several members expressed support for getting the preparatory information. Concerns were expressed 
about the costs for gathering the information and whether CARA should be purchasing property. 

It was noted that urban renewal districts often purchase property for public facilities or to help control future 
redevelopment. Staff advised that nominal staff time would be involved in gathering the preliminary information. 
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MOTION: Wilson moved to request that staff investigate the plausibility of purchasing the Eagles building including 
a first right of refusal, an environmental assessment, and other fact finding. Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it 
passed 10-1 with Flande voting no. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Chair Catlin adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

Signature on File     Signature on File 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry 
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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