
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA (CARA) ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

5:15 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 

Approved: August 15, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, James Dufour, Sam Flande, Bessie Johnson, 

Sharon Konopa, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, Mike Sykes, 
Bill Coburn, Rich Kellum, Maura Wilson 

 
Advisory Board Members Absent: Russ Allen (excused) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 20, 2018 
 
One correction was requested under Roll Call – Dufour was absent (excused).  
 
MOTION: Member Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as corrected.  Member Bessie Johnson seconded 
the motion, and it passed 13-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:16 p.m. 

None. 

Small Grant request ($10,000) from Mercy House International, Inc., 415 First Avenue W. 5:17 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry introduced the applicants and reviewed the request from Mercy House 
International, Inc. for a Storefront Revitalization Grant. The applicants have secured private funds to cover most of 
the $320,000 project, and they are seeking $10,000 toward historic exterior window restoration estimated at $62,000. 
The applicants currently lease the building; however, they are interested in purchasing the building and redeveloping 
the vacant second story for market rate apartments or event space. Staff recommends approval of the request, which 
has the potential to increase and maintain a high number of retail visits to the downtown, bring the non-historical 
storefront in line with adjacent buildings, and be a first step for potential market rate (taxable) use of the building’s 
second floor.  

Deborah Boulanger, Founder and COO of Mercy House International, Inc., explained that the mission of the 
nonprofit organization is to help women and children who flee domestic violence. The organization works closely 
with the Department of Human Services and other local nonprofit organizations to provide services. The organization 
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is currently working with Umpqua Bank and building owners Kevin and Sally LaCoste toward purchase of the 
building. Annie Enger, CEO of Mercy House International, Inc., and Christina Larson, Varitone Architecture, LLC, 
were also present and available to answer questions. 

In response to questions from the Board, the applicants provided additional information about the organization and 
the historic building. They reviewed plans to renovate the second story space for market rate rentals. Although this 
space would not be secure enough to house women and children escaping violence, the goal is that the rental income 
would be used to house them elsewhere in the community. Funding for the project would come from corporate 
funds, donations, and rental income. It hoped that the second story work will occur within the next two or three 
years. The exterior work described in the subject application will be completed as soon as possible. 

MOTION:  Member Rich Kellum moved to approve the request. Member Maura Wilson seconded the motion, and 
it passed 13-0. 

Staff updates and issues 5:33 p.m. 

Sherry provided information about upcoming urban renewal training by the League of Oregon Cities. Interested 
Board members were asked to contact staff. 

In follow-up to previous questions from the Board, Sherry advised that the downtown street lights are not dimmable, 
and he provided information about how urban renewal funds may be used relative to road construction and 
maintenance. Brief discussion followed. 

Sherry asked for input regarding the usefulness of the Project Evaluation Grid. Several Board members indicated that 
they found the grid to be useful.  

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

In response to a question from Wilson, Sherry said that staff will provide information to facilitate Board discussions 
around prioritization of projects and development of a plan to borrow and invest the remaining urban renewal funds. 

In response to a question from Member Dick Olsen, there was brief discussion about ways the light poles on Lyon 
and Ellsworth streets could be changed to more closely resemble the historic look of other downtown lighting. 
Member Bill Coburn said he understands that Engineering staff will be bringing options to the Board. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Catlin adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

Signature on File     Signature on File 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry 
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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