
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA (CARA) ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 

5:15 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 

Approved: October 17, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chair Mark Spence called the meeting to order at 5:17 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Mark Spence, David Abarr, Russ Allen, Bill Coburn, Sharon Konopa, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Mike Sykes 
 
Advisory Board Members Absent: Rich Catlin (excused), James Dufour (excused), Sam Flande (excused), 

Bessie Johnson (excused), Rich Kellum (excused), Maura Wilson (excused) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
August 15, 2018 

MOTION:  Member Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Member Bill Coburn seconded 
the motion, and it passed 8-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:18 p.m. 

None.  

Downtown Parking 5:19 p.m. 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine explained that the City has retained a 
consulting firm to study multi-family residential parking issues, and a report will be presented to the City Council in 
a special session later this evening.  Because the consultant has vast experience with downtown parking planning, staff 
has asked him to give a presentation to the Board on that topic with the purpose of raising awareness and answering 
any questions. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry added that the last downtown parking study was completed in 2009, 
and much has changed since that time. He is interested to hear the consultant’s thoughts about updating the study.  

Rick Williams, Rick Williams Consulting, a Parking & Transportation Demand Management Firm in Portland, 
Oregon, reviewed his background in parking and transportation issues.  Since 1995, his firm has worked on about 
150 downtown parking plans for cities all over the United States, including Oregon City, Hood River, Bend, and 
Salem.  He gave a presentation on Elements of Great Downtown Parking Management (see agenda file).  The 
presentation included key elements of parking management, the importance of establishing guiding principles with 



CARA ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES  Page 2 of 2 
September 19, 2018 
 

clearly stated roles and priorities, the need to objectively measure performance, and the usefulness of good data that 
separates perception from reality and leads to better solutions.  Studies have found that most city parking codes are 
not based on a true understanding of demand and that parking requirements lead to 25 to 35 percent parking 
overbuild.  Cities should calibrate their codes to local demand and consider blended rate models for downtowns. He 
reviewed costs and benefits related to structured downtown parking, noting that multiple funding sources would 
probably be required to make that transition successful. He reviewed success factors when locating new parking supply 
downtown, including the need for good communication and consistent branding, the potential of sharing parking 
with the private sector, and the need for reasonable enforcement. He noted that the average customer wants to walk 
no more than 750 feet in a pleasing environment. He suggested that downtown parking studies be updated about 
every two years. 

Brief discussion followed. Staff will follow up on the feasibility and cost for a downtown parking study and report 
back to the Board. 

Staff updates and issues  

None. 

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

None. 

NEXT MEETING DATE   

Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Spence adjourned the meeting at 6:17 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 

Signature on File     Signature on File 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry 
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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