
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 
Approved: November 28, 2018 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, Russ Allen, Bill Coburn, Sam Flande, Bessie Johnson, 

Rich Kellum, Sharon Konopa, Ray Kopczynski, Mark Spence, Mike Sykes 
 
Advisory Board Members Absent: James Dufour (excused), Dick Olsen (excused), Maura Wilson (excused) 
   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 19, 2018 
 
Catlin noted that Maura Wilson indicated that she should be shown as excused. 
 
MOTION:  Member Ray Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as revised. Member Rich Kellum seconded the 
motion, and it passed 11-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:17 p.m. 

Oscar Hult, 328 Water Avenue SW, read a statement in which he said that two properties currently available for purchase 
have the potential to make or break the Downtown Albany revitalization efforts. These properties – the Wells Fargo Bank 
building and the St. Francis Hotel – are ripe for renovation, and he encouraged that the urban renewal agency purchase 
them and ensure that they are made available for the highest and best use. 

Lise Grato, Executive Director of the Albany Downtown Association (ADA), read a statement in which she said that the 
ADA supports the idea of CARA purchasing the Wells Fargo Bank property so the most can be made of that site 
consistent with downtown redevelopment plans. 

Downtown Parking 5:22 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry noted that Rick Williams gave a presentation on downtown parking 
planning at the last Board meeting.  Based on feedback from that meeting, Williams is present to review a draft proposal 
for a parking management plan for Downtown Albany.  

Rick Williams, Rick Williams Consulting, Portland, Oregon, gave a presentation on a Downtown Albany Parking Study 
and Plan. The presentation included a proposal to create a comprehensive parking management plan for downtown which 
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would include the collection of current data; the creation of near-term, mid-term, and long-term strategies; the oversight 
of a stakeholder outreach process; and the implementation of a framework based on the data and stakeholder input. The 
resulting parking management plan would include guiding principles and policy, management and administration, 
improvement of off-street and on-street parking, awareness and communication, integration with other modes, impacts 
to residential areas, new capacity needs, and funding information.   

In discussion and in response to questions from the Board, Williams provided additional information about the proposed 
study and discussed specific data points that could be collected and analyzed.  He said it is important to establish policy 
regarding the City’s role and priorities even prior to collecting data.  

Lise Grato said that the ADA supports having a parking study done and would like to be included in the process. 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to authorize staff to negotiate an agreement for a Downtown Albany parking management 
study for consideration by the Albany Revitalization Agency (ARA). Member Sharon Konopa seconded the motion.  

Kellum said that ARA may authorize CARA funds for a parking study; however, any decision about parking changes 
would be made by the City Council.  Sherry added that the City Council would be closely involved in policy development 
throughout the process.  

The motion passed 11-0. 

Staff updates and issues    6:23 p.m. 

Sherry gave a presentation on CARA Project Prioritization. He noted that the Board previously discussed prioritization 
and expressed support for a proposal that the best way to meet the goals of CARA would be to focus remaining resources 
on Water Avenue Corridor redevelopment, as well as property acquisition. The City has buildable plans for Water Avenue, 
and the task would be to build on that conceptual work with the goal of having seamless integration between the 
Waterfront, Water Avenue, and potential mixed-use private development facing Water Avenue. Next steps would include 
identification of a design consultant and funding mechanisms, followed by selection of a builder. It would be most 
effective to have a comprehensive design for the entire corridor with construction done in phases. If the Board agrees to 
the proposed shift in focus and funding, Sherry suggests that existing grant programs be discontinued and that the Board 
consider future partnership proposals on an ad hoc basis. 

The Board expressed general support for the proposal to focus CARA resources on Water Avenue Corridor 
improvements and to consider additional partnership requests on an ad hoc basis. Staff was asked to bring back additional 
information, including sequencing, project integration, and staff capacity to accomplish the work.  

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD        6:55 p.m. 

Kopczynski gave an update on fundraising activities to relocate the Cumberland Church building. 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) 

The Board recessed to Executive Session at 6:56 p.m. 

RECONVENE 

The Board reconvened at 7:23 p.m. 
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MOTION:  Member Mark Spence moved to recommend that ARA authorize staff to negotiate for a building in the urban 
renewal district.  Member Bill Coburn seconded the motion, and it passed 11-0.   

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Wednesday, November 14, 2018 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Catlin adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 

Signature on file     Signature on file 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry 
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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