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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Calapooia Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, March 12, 2018 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Sharon Konopa, Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson (arrived 12:07), Dick Olsen (left 1:09), Joann 
Zimmer, Karen Cardosa, Meagan Harsen, Daniel Sullivan  

Commissioners Absent: Paula Matano (excused), Terry Knoll (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative 
Assistant 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 12:00 

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 12:05 

Commissioner Equinoa moved to approve the February 5, 2018, and February 26, 2018, minutes as presented.  
Commissioner Sullivan seconded.  A vote was taken.  The motion passed 8-0. 

AGENCY CONSULTATION 12:05 

The consultation with Cascades West Council of Governments staff is rescheduled to the next meeting. 

DRAFT 2018 PLAN ACTIVITIES AND BUDGET 12:07 

Catlin explained the federal government has not released funding details yet, and the City will have 60 days to submit the 
application and plans once the announcement is made. She anticipates the May 15 due date will be pushed back by a 
month or more.  She asked the Commission to decide on priority programs to grant funding.   

Catlin, in reference to citizen input from the survey (see agenda packet), pointed out how frequently infrastructure and 
code compliance needs were requested.  Dixson said safety was another concern raised.  Zimmer pointed out a need for 
public transport.  Catlin handed out summary comments provided in the last agenda packet (see agenda packet) and 
discussed it with the Commission, noting that affordable housing seemed to be a priority need.  Konopa stated that 
affordable childcare seemed to be a problem in the community.  Zimmer asked if needs now were different than those of 
the last five-year plan.  Konopa pointed out there are more shelter beds available now than in the last five-year plan.  
Dixson noted from the survey, the need for home-buying assistance.  She suggested offering grants for residents to get 
degrees at LBCC or for apprenticeships.  Catlin stated she would check on eligibility.   

Catlin directed the Commission to the draft 2018 Action Plan Activities Budget (Attachment B). She walked through 
proposed activities in conjunction with the Draft 2018-2022 Consolidated Plan goals and activities (Attachment C). 

DRAFT 2018-2022 CONSOLIDATED PLAN GOALS AND ACTIVITES 12:33 

Catlin, referring to the spreadsheet in the agenda packet (Attachment C), talked about activities to allocate funds based on 
performance measurements.  She stated she met with Willamette Neighborhood Housing (WNH), and they said they 
expected to spend all the rehabilitation funds granted this year and proposed continuing the program.  She asked the 
Commission about the home-buying assistance programs being solely available for current Albany residents and talked 
about potential barriers and the need to market the program.  It was suggested that the homebuyer program not be funded 
if there is not demand from Albany residents to become homeowners.  Discussion ensued regarding the various activities 
listed.  The Commission talked about property acquisitions and mobile home replacements.  Zimmer pointed out rural 
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areas being offered new funding from HUD.  The Commission discussed the blighted mobile home park, Coral Gardens, 
and how to improve conditions.   

Richardson suggested focusing on one or two categories a year, if possible, in order to be more efficient. Cardosa pointed 
out that low-income housing needed to be addressed and asked about purchasing foreclosures and renting to low- to 
moderate-income citizens.  Konopa mentioned the old water tower property owned by the city could be used for housing.  
Catlin passed out a map of Albany Police Incident Locations (see agenda packet) and advised the Commission to bring up 
any issues they wanted more information about.   

PROGRAM UPDATES 12:55 

Catlin announced that bids came in higher than the budget for Sunrise Park and talked about project amendments made in 
order to meet budget.  She said bids are coming in for the Dave Clark Path for improvements.  Sullivan asked about the 
property line adjustment with Sunrise Elementary.  Catlin explained the school would not lose any school yard property; 
the boundary adjustment will be to the existing fence.  She announced park construction would be finished by May 18, 
pending weather delays.   

Catlin gave the Commission updates about Scientific Vacuums, explaining that the city attorney advised against funding a 
business that supports the marijuana industry. A separate business would need to be created in order to qualify for CDBG 
funding due to federal restrictions.   

CITY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, AND STAFF MANUAL REVIEW 1:12 

Catlin explained the structure of communication and how the City government is structured (see agenda packet). 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 1:17 

March 19, 2018 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:17 p.m. 

Submitted by, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil  Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I Planner III 
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