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CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, March 19, 2018 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Chris Equinoa, Tara Dixson (arrived 12:21), Meagan Harsen, Sharon Konopa, 
Paula Matano, Dick Olsen, Daniel Sullivan, Joann Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Terry Knoll (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative 
Assistant; Peter Troedsson, City Manager (left 12:38) 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 12:05 

None 

AGENCY CONSULTATION 12:05 

Cascades West Council of Governments (COG)  

Randi Moore, the program director for Senior and Disability Services division, gave an outline of what the agency does 
regarding the aging population.  She explained community services programs such as veteran’s services, Meals on 
Wheels, senior care programs, and the various levels of assistance available through different types of eligibility 
requirements.  She explained the Foster Grandparent Program works and how the Senior Companion Program works that 
is no longer available through COG, but COG is applying to manage this program again in July.  Ms. Moore stated that 
transportation is one of the biggest challenges for seniors.  She talked about the Aging and Disability Resource 
Connection (ADRC), which is like 2-1-1.   

Konopa asked for more information about the Meals on Wheels program.  Ms. Moore explained the basis of the program, 
stating it is mostly run through volunteers.  She gave statistics and age requirements for the senior programs.  Konopa told 
her about the senior services and advisory program.  Catlin asked how many meals were provided to Albany residents.  
Ms. Moore said she would email this information to her.  Catlin asked if they track income.  Ms. Moore said they did not 
because of the Older Americans Disability Act.  Catlin asked about COG’s role in adult foster homes and if there was an 
adequate supply. Ms. Moore stated they could find placement most times locally.  Equinoa commented on how dually 
beneficial the Foster Grandparent Program is.  Konopa talked about donations versus the actual cost with Meals on 
Wheels., stating Albany comparatively donates more than other communities.   

2018 ACTION PLAN REVIEW 12:38 

Catlin referred to priority goals and needs based on presentations, budget, and citizen input (see agenda packet).  Equinoa 
suggested assisting people with training through Linn-Benton Community College (LBCC) to assist with obtaining a 
degree/certificate to have a better income.  Catlin stated she would check on this to make sure it would not be considered 
public services.  She added that it would be considered workforce development between LBCC and schools and 
Economic Development through businesses.  She stated they may need to work up to this in year two.  Richardson 
advised to consider all organizations regardless of priorities because of the short amount of time to spend money.  He 
stated the Commission should consider what organizations would use the funds right away.  Konopa added that agencies 
would need to be able to participate in compliance reporting.  Olsen stated he would like to focus services toward making 
people self-sustainable.  Catlin suggested devising general goals with specific activities. 

Catlin suggested public services funds could match the Senior Companion Program for mileage reimbursement for COG.  
The Commission discussed the proposed budget (see agenda packet).   
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2018-2022 CONSOLIDATED PLAN REVIEW & PLANNING 1:15 

Catlin advised that due to funding, the Commission may not want to focus on property acquisition in the first year.  She 
said she looked at City owned property where the water tower used to be, pointing out the Residential Medium zoning. 
Konopa suggested working with Albany Partnership for Housing and Community Development to improve this property 
for affordable housing.  Cardosa suggested waiting a year for acquisitions to see if property prices come down.  Konopa 
talked about the fastest way to get homeless into housing, stating they must be sustainable to maintain housing. 

PROGRAM UPDATES 1:05 

Catlin informed the Commission that the Sunrise Park bid came in higher than expected, but the Dave Clark Path project 
came in lower, so it may help get the new path and lighting in the park.  She added that she should have a construction 
schedule in the next couple weeks.   

UPCOMING MEETINGS 1:35 

April 16, 2018 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:17p.m. 

Submitted by, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil  Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I Planner III 
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