
APPROVED: July 16, 2018 

CITY OF ALBANY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Monday, April 30, 2018 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 

Commissioners Present: Karen Cardosa, Tara Dixson (arrived 12:05), Meagan Harsen, Sharon Konopa, Paula Matano, 
Dick Olsen, Daniel Sullivan (arrived 12:04), Joann Zimmer 

Commissioners Absent: Terry Knoll (excused), Chris Equinoa (excused) 

Staff Present: Anne Catlin, Planner III; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

CALL TO ORDER     

Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 12:02 

Commissioner Harsen moved to approve the March 19, 2018, minutes as presented.  Commissioner Matano seconded.  A 
vote was taken.  The motion passed 6-0. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 12:03 

None 

PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS 12:04 

Catlin introduced the City Engineer, Staci Belcastro, who attended to discuss identified ADA improvements.  Regarding 
concerns with pedestrian safety at 24th & Geary Street, the City awarded the contract, and construction will start in July.  
The City has identified 20 curb ramps and some replacement sidewalk that is needed along Washington Street to comply 
with American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.  The evaluation stemmed from a 2009 citizen complaint and recent 
completion of improvements between the senior center and 2nd Avenue.  Remaining Washington Street improvements are 
planned for FY 2022-2023 and are estimated to cost $365,000.  CDBG funds were identified as a funding source at a recent 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) meeting because of limited street funds.   

Olsen and Sullivan were concerned about tree removal and expressed interest in saving larger trees in the design.  Belcastro 
explained that a lot of thought goes into deciding whether to remove a tree.  Catlin explained that CDBG funds can only be 
used for accessibility improvements if improvements are within low-income Census tracts.  Konopa suggested gas tax 
revenues or CARA contributions since CDBG funds have already funded Sunrise Park and other public works projects; she 
did not want to go outside of the census boundary.  Catlin mentioned the project may be a good candidate for state grants 
for safe routes to schools.  

Catlin explained the Washington Street project would take a few years of CDBG funding and said a portion of the project 
could be evaluated for funding in a future action plan. 

ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION 12:26 

Rafael Palacios, with the Oregon Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at Linn-Benton Community College (LBCC) 
requested $20,000 to support microenterprise and small business development advising and services as described in 
Attachment A.  (See agenda packet.)  Palacios explained the specialized advising services in Spanish are intended to provide 
extra support because residents often face barriers related to resources, immigration issues, language, and culture - business 
is conducted differently in United States than in other countries.  Advising in Spanish will provide residents with basic 
business concepts.  Matano asked if the funds were only for Albany residents?  Catlin affirmed that CDBG funds would 
only cover costs for low- and moderate-income Albany residents.  Dixson asked about outreach strategies. Palacios will be 
going out into the community, including churches.   

CITY SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CRITERIA REVIEW 12:41 

Catlin asked the CDC to determine whether any of the small business grant criteria should be updated.  Zimmer suggested 
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eliminating a minimum dollar amount but keeping the $8,000 cap and re-evaluating as the project continues. Catlin 
suggested leaving the amounts the same but add that the applicant be able to request additional funding.  CDC members 
expressed interest in learning more about the success of business grant recipients and what performance measures are 
indicative of their success.  Catlin suggested inviting grantees to a future meeting and surveying past grant recipients for 
their input and evaluation criteria.  

2018 ACTION PLAN REVIEW 1:07 

Catlin referred the commission to five-year draft budget (see agenda packet).  Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services 
(WNHS) would like to continue to receive the current level of grant funding for both housing rehabilitation ($120,000) and 
home buyer down payment assistance ($50,000) but there isn’t enough funding to provide the same level in 2018.  She 
informed the CDC that the public services awards included at least half of the requested awards as directed by the CDC. 

Catlin stated that there was about $25,000 leftover for small businesses, and it could be allocated for LBCC’s proposal in 
2018.  

2018-2022 CONSOLIDATED PLAN REVIEW AND PLANNING 1:20 

Looking at the five-year draft budget, Catlin pointed out that she set aside funding in 2020 for accessibility improvements 
because the Albany Regional Museum will be asking for funds to help pay for an elevator.   

Konopa asked when the deadline to spend carryover was.  Catlin replied that funds should be spent every year, but there is 
no specific deadline. Konopa suggested spending funds on removing the water tower on the City-owned property on 
Burkhart Street so that it could become affordable housing.   

UPCOMING MEETINGS 1:41 

May 21, 2018 

ADJOURN 

Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:43 p.m. 

Submitted by, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil  Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I Planner III 
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