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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Alice Brockgreitens, Kim Whitley, Tina Dodge Vera, Denise Hughes-Tafen, 

Stephanie Newton Azorr 
 
Commissioners absent: Javier Cervantes (unexcused), Chris Equinoa (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Assistant City Manager/CIO 
 
Others present: Sarah Brock, Reverend Amber Churchill 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Assistant City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSION MEMBER 
 
Salinas introduced Stephanie Newton Azorr to the group and invited her to share about herself.  She described that she 
works in marketing, has a family, enjoys gardening, and is passionate about social justice work.  Newton Azorr said that 
she comes ready to share ideas.   
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to elect Javier Cervantes as Chair; Denise Hughes-Tafen seconded.  
Approved 5-0. 
 
MOTION:  Tina Dodge Vera made a motion to elect Stephanie Newton Azorr as Vice Chair; Alice Brockgreitens seconded.  
Approved 5-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
October 4, 2017, joint work session 
 
MOTION:  Kim Whitley made a motion to approve the minutes; Alice Brockgreitens seconded.  Approved 5-0.   
 
December 19, 2017 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Tina Dodge Vera seconded.  Approved 5-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
Jorge Salinas referenced an email from Sarah Brock that he had forwarded to the group earlier.  The email from Brock was 
a request to have the City sponsor a showing of the independent movie, Holden On.  Brock was in attendance as a member 
of the public, and Salinas introduced her to the group.  Brock explained that this is a powerful movie about mental health 
and suicide.  She said that the director of the movie plans to target states with the highest suicide rates, with Oregon being 
one of them.  They would like to show the movie in connection with Mental Health Awareness Month in May.  The showing 
would include a panel discussion afterwards. 
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The group was on board with sponsoring a showing.  Kim Whitley volunteered to connect with CCO of Oregon to find 
providers for the panel discussion.  She will also connect with Health Administrator Todd Noble of Linn County Department 
of Health Services.  Brock will send the technology requirement information to Salinas.  When a date has been set, Stephanie 
Newton Azorr will check with the Pix Theatre and Albany Public Library for willingness, availability, and technology 
capacity to show the movie.  The Pix would be the first choice and the Library second.  If neither worked, LBCC is a 
possibility, but it would be a latter choice because of its location.  
 
Member of the public Reverend Amber Churchill asked the Commission if there was continued conversation on diversity, 
equity, and inclusion training for the City Council and City of Albany staff.  Churchill noted that recent Council meetings 
might not have escalated to the point they had if members had received appropriate training.  Salinas answered that he had 
not heard of anything being planned.  He added that certain departments within the City receive that type of training, but he 
is not aware of any for the Councillors.  The orientation process for incoming Councillors was discussed.  Salinas will share 
with the Commissioners the handbook that a new Council member receives.  He will also report back to the group on the 
types of trainings that are offered to the boards, commissions, and Council.  Denise Hughes-Tafen reminded the group that 
it was suggested to the Council that they participate in a diversity training, but she has not heard of any plans towards that.  
Brockgreitens remembered that the Council was concerned that the some of the Commissioners were becoming advocates.  
Churchill questioned how members of the different boards and commissions are held accountable.  Salinas explained that 
each commission has a staff member assigned to it and that each commission has a member that is appointed by a Councillor.   
 
January 2019 MLK celebration discussion 
 
Whitley explained that the plans for this year didn’t come together.  The group decided to table the discussion of the 2019 
event for when Cervantes could lead it.   
 
Alice Brockgreitens shared that she attended the MLK celebration at OSU and participated in the march.  She described it 
as very moving.   
 
Health Equity funding to support four Albany community education events 
 
Dodge Vera distributed a document to the group describing a strategy where the Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance 
(LBHEA) would partner with the HRC to provide four community education events on living as “the other” in Albany, i.e. 
monolingual immigrant, older adult, disabilities, and LGBTQ (see agenda file).  Funding was approved and will be provided 
by the LBHEA:  Eight hundred dollars ($800) per event (plus additional costs for translation and interpretation).  Dodge 
Vera explained to the group that the strategy came out of the need for broader community education.  She said that 
collaboration is important.  Newton Azorr suggested also partnering with Albany Community Together of which she is a 
board member.  Hughes-Tafen offered that the First Christian might also be interested.   
 
DEBRIEF 
 
Homeless Memorial Service (December 21, 2017) 
 
Whitley and Chris Equinoa attended the event.  Whitley reported that it was a nice event, although she missed that the color 
guard did not participate this year.  She also reported that there were not as many homeless that had died this year.  The 
Albany Democrat Herald did an article on the event. 
 
Dodge Vera expressed her desire to learn the results of the survey that was conducted among the homeless and mentioned 
at the last HRC meeting.  Salinas suggested she contact the Mayor who participated in conducting the surveys.  
Brockgreitens shared that Governor Kate Brown was suggesting using the terminology of “unhoused” person instead of 
“homeless.”  Whitley noted that she understood where the Governor is coming from but would disagree since there are 
those that stay overnight with someone willing to take them in, but they are still homeless. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Coffee with a Cop (Thursday, February 22; 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; Little Wuesten Cafe) 
 
Salinas announced the event and explained to Newton Azorr how the Police Department usually conducts it.   
 
UPDATES 
 
Human Relations Award for Calendar Year 2017 
 
Salinas reported the number of nominations thus far.  The group decided to make a decision during the February HRC 
meeting and schedule the presentation at the second Council meeting in March. 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Newton Azorr suggested Midsummer Arts, a free arts festival in Downtown Albany.  Salinas mentioned the City’s board 
and commission openings. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Dodge Vera said that the HAC will meet next week. 
 
2018 Calendar of Events 
 
The group requested that the showing of the Holden On movie in May be added to the calendar as soon as a date is 
determined. 
 
Newton Azorr offered to help keep the groups’ calendars up to date on the HRC events by emailing meeting invites to the 
group as events come up.  The group appreciated this. 
 
The group requested the March HRC award presentation be added to the calendar. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
Hughes-Tafen shared about the march in Albany and Corvallis on Saturday that was part of a nationwide event.  She said 
Albany had about 200 attend and Corvallis about 2,000.   
 
Brockgreitens shared that she was invited to a meeting January 18 with Benton County District Attorney.  The DA had 
invited individuals who had signed an ACLU petition that asked for feedback from DAs about sentencing guidelines.  He 
invited around 200 people; but only three citizens attended, with Brockgreitens being one of them.  They discussed why the 
DA needs some latitude in sentencing.  Brockgreitens was able to include discussion on the new wording for the HRC’s 
mission and about immigration.   
 
Whitley shared about a meeting with Every Child of Linn and Benton Counties.  She noted that foster children are the most 
marginalized group in our community and explained that community members don’t know how to help.  Whitley handed 
out a card for the organization that directs people to their website:  www.everychildlinnbenton.org (see agenda file).  The 
website displays the different ways people can volunteer.  
 
Dodge Vera invited the group to a Greater Albany Public School task force against bullying January 24 from 6:00 to 
7:30 p.m. at Albany Options.  It is open to the public.  She said the district doesn’t have an action plan in place for handling 
bullying in our schools.    
 
Newton Azorr shared that she is excited to be a part of the group. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Salinas adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Deputy City Manager/CIO 


