
APPROVED:  March 27, 2018 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens, Kim Whitley, Chris Equinoa, Stephanie 

Newton Azorr 
 
Commissioners absent: Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused); Tina Dodge Vera (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
Others present: Sarah Brock 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
January 23, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Stephanie Newton Azorr made a motion to approve the minutes; Alice Brockgreitens seconded.  Approved 5-0.   
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
Member of the Public Sarah Brock was in attendance to learn the progress the group had made on plans for the showing of 
Holden On during Mental Health Month.  Kim Whitley reported that the Linn County Health Advisory Board has the film 
screening on their agenda, along with other films.  They will approve the films that are both appropriate for their audience 
and best for the community.  Brock will send a link for the film screening to Stephanie Newton Azorr to forward on to Pix 
Theatre owner Rod Bigner.  If it doesn’t work out to have the showing at the Pix, the group is considering the Albany Public 
Library or Linn-Benton Community College (LBCC).  Brock wondered if the Library would have enough space.  Showing 
the film at LBCC will be the latter option since its location is out-of-the-way.  The local high schools were suggested as 
another option.  It was noted that the group would still like to host a showing of the film even if the Health Board denies it 
for their purposes. 
 
2017 HRC Annual Report process 
 
The report will be processed using the report Graham Kislingbury created last year as a template. 
 
2017 Human Relations Award 
 
MOTION:  Chris Equinoa made a motion to award all three nominees:  Sybris Bistro for the organization/business category 
and both Barbara Doolan and Nancy Greenman for the individual category; Alice Brockgreitens seconded.  Approved 5-0. 
 
The group decided to present the awards at the April 11, 2018, City Council meeting and to not publish the recipients of the 
award until that presentation.  Chris Equinoa and Newton Azorr will attend the meeting.   
 
January 2019 MLK celebration discussion 
 
Newton Azorr will spearhead the plans for the celebration.  The group decided to hold any planned activities on the Friday 
or Saturday before the holiday (January 18 or 19, 2019).  A showing of the movie Marshall at the Albany Public Library is 
a consideration.   
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Review of City of Albany Boards, Commissions, and Committees Member & Staff Manual 
 
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas highlighted pertinent points from the recently updated manual: 

• A quorum for a meeting should be obtained within fifteen minutes of the scheduled start time, and if not, the meeting 
cannot take place, and the meeting room needs to be vacated. 

• In the event the chair and vice chair are both absent, the remaining members shall elect one of the present members 
to act as temporary chair. 

• If a quorum of a committee plans to attend the meeting of another governing body, their attendance should be 
formally noticed.  

 
Javier Cervantes asked Salinas to thank those responsible for updating the manual.   
 
DEBRIEF 
 
Coffee With A Cop (February 22) 
 
Alice Brockgreitens attended the event.  She reported that the coffee shop was very good, and the meeting was nice with 
several agencies represented.  It was noted that Sheriff Bruce Riley will be retiring and is recommending the Undersheriff 
Jim Young for his position.  Cervantes expressed that he would like to meet with Young to discuss his views and pertinent 
issues.   
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 
 
Cervantes reminded the group of LBCC’s Unity Celebration that will take place tomorrow, February 28.   
 
Whitley reported that the City Council has given the group permission to move forward with the Albany Community 
Education events.  The group’s subcommittee will be meeting soon and will report back to the group with their plans.   
 
Newton Azorr announced a community town hall on March 10, 2018, at the Albany First Christian Church.  The event is 
hosted by Albany Community Together (albanytogether.com).  
 
Salinas informed the group of an opportunity suggested by City Manager Peter Troedsson:  create a display to honor 
Albany’s sister city Huatulco, Mexico.  The group was instructed to let Salinas know if they were interested in helping.   
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Tina Dodge Vera was not in attendance to give report.  Cervantes said that he was unable to attend the meeting, but it was 
held at the Lebanon School District’s office. 
 
2018 Calendar of Events 
 
There were no additions or comments.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON 
 
Considering the Commission’s past interest in the history of minorities in Oregon, Salinas passed out an emailed bulletin 
(see agenda file) from Secretary of State Dennis Richardson regarding an Oregon archives exhibit titled “Black in Oregon, 
1840-1870.”  
 
Cervantes brought up a discussion about translation services.  The discussion was in relation to a document that had been 
translated by City staff that needed to be edited due to translation errors.  Cervantes expressed that services have improved 
from what they were, but for Albany to be a welcoming community, there is always more that can be done.  It was noted 
that the City of Albany Library is doing a good job towards this end.  Internships to help with translation were discussed.   
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The group decided that they would like to invite the Albany Area Chamber of Commerce to have an informative discussion.  
On behalf of the group, Salinas will reach out to Chamber President Janet Steele. 
 
Administrative Assistant Gina Burrese explained the City Manager’s new administrative directive for minutes and audio 
recordings of the City’s public meetings.  The intent is for the minutes to be more streamlined, transparent, and clear for the 
public and more efficient for staff.  Audio recordings of the meetings will be uploaded to the City’s website to compliment 
the minutes.  Therefore, the minutes will not be as detailed as previously but will contain the requirements stated in the 
Oregon Revised Statue.  Cervantes commented that, for the sake of the public, it would be good to announce at the beginning 
of the meetings that it is being recorded. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, March 27, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Deputy City Manager/CIO 


