
APPROVED:  Approved April 24, 2018 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 
Tuesday, March 27, 2018 

MINUTES 
 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens, Kim Whitley, Tina Dodge Vera, Denise 

Hughes-Tafen, Stephanie Newton Azorr (arrived at 7:17 p.m.) 
 
Commissioners absent: Chris Equinoa (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
Others present: None 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 27, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Alice Brockgreitens made a motion to approve the minutes; Kim Whitley seconded.  Approved 5-0 (Stephanie 
Newton Azorr had not arrived yet).   
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public 
 
None 
 
Report on hosting a showing of Holden On movie  7:04 p.m. 
 
Kim Whitley attended the Mental Health Advisory Board meeting at their invitation.  The Board had been reviewing local 
movies to show.  They conveyed to Whitley that historically the movies haven’t had good attendance, even when paired 
with a panel of professionals.  The Board is considering not showing a movie in May but during a following month so they 
will have time to target the right audience for a better turnout.  The Board preferred another movie to Holden On but were 
supportive of the HRC moving forward in their plans.  If the HRC does decide to show Holden On, they recommended 
having a panel of professionals available for a debrief since the main film character commits suicide.  Before deciding, the 
group wanted to wait for Stephanie Newton Azorr to arrive.  
 
Report on educational opportunities through the Linn-Benton Health Equity Alliance  7:09 p.m. 
 
Dodge Vera reported that the meeting was productive, and the subcommittee decided on four education topics:  immigration, 
race, LGBTQ, and early childhood.  A follow-up meeting is scheduled for April 16, but Dodge Vera is hoping to move it to 
April 23 due to a scheduling conflict.   
 
It was noted that a quorum of five Commissioners ended up attending the meeting which would quantify proper public 
notification beforehand.  Cervantes apologized on behalf of the group for the oversight.  The group welcomes the public’s 
input, but Whitley agreed to bow out of the next meeting to avoid the additional requirements of a public meeting.   
 
Dodge Vera asked if the subcommittee could use portions of the video from the City Council meeting where testimonials 
were given in-order to create their own educational video.  Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas will check with the 
City Attorney and get back to the group.  
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DEBRIEFS 
 
LBCC Unity Celebration 
 
This was not discussed. 
 
UPCOMING EVENT 
 
Presentation of 2017 Human Relations Award (Wednesday, April 11; 7:00 p.m.)  7:22 p.m. 
 
Cervantes, Brockgreitens, and Newton Azorr will attend to present the award.  
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities   7:23 p.m. 
 
Newton Azorr announced an Easter egg hunt and breakfast Saturday, March 31, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., for a family 
homeless shelter at Community Outreach, Inc, 865 NW Reiman Avenue, Corvallis.  They need help with activities and 
cooking a breakfast.  If anyone from the group decides to volunteer, they will contact Newton Azorr. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC)  7:25 p.m. 
 
Dodge Vera missed the latest meeting where the HAC met to hear how the Casa Latinos Unidos has now become part of 
the Welcome Centre of the Corvallis School District.  Dodge Vera reported on the previous meeting with the Lebanon 
School District.  They discussed the welcome centre the District started.  Dodge Vera reported that the District has been 
very proactive in their approach.  With less than five percent of the student population being Latino, they have set up a 
system with mobilized parent groups, translation services, and social workers.  For a number of years, they have held 
conversations around race.  The resource director has been very supportive.   
 
The HAC has been wondering if the Festival Latino event date has been finalized and whether planning has begun.  Salinas 
will ask Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney tomorrow and get back to the group.   
 
2018 Calendar of Events   7:28 p.m. 
 
From viewing the calendar, Cervantes reminded the group of the upcoming HEART to Heart Resource Fair, River Rhythms, 
and Northwest Art & Air Festival and to be thinking about which events the Commissioners would like to volunteer at. 
 
He requested that LBCC’s One Vibe Diversity Day on May 16, be added to the calendar. 
 
Salinas will check if the July 29 date listed for Festival Latino is the final date or still the proposed date.   
 
Denise Hughes-Tafen asked if the event on immigration by the Health Equity Alliance was being held in April and whether 
a panel had been formed.  Salinas checked their website and found that it was being held August 24 through the 26. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSON   7:33 p.m. 
 
Whitley reported that the Mayor has been working with Mental Health Advisory Board Chair Dick Knowles on a Mental 
Health Month proclamation for May.    
 
MOTION:  Kim Whitley made a motion to continue to support the Mayor making/reading a proclamation for Mental Health 
Month in May as advised by the Mental Health Advisory Board; Stephanie Newton Azorr seconded.  Approved 6-0. 
 
The group returned to their discussion on the Holden On movie.  They decided to wait and see what the Mental Health 
Advisory Board decides to do and support their plans.  Kim Whitley will let Sarah Brock know that at this time the HRC 
does not plan to host a showing of the movie.   
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It was announced that South Albany High School has a new principal and the group questioned how this would affect the 
work on changing the School’s mascot.  The new principal is saying the issue should be resolved before he takes the position. 
 
Alice Brockgreitens read from an Oregon State Legislature bulletin she recently received regarding policies that were passed 
regarding the housing crisis (see agenda file).  Discussion followed.   
 
The group discussed the proposal to ask citizenship questions on the 2020 Census.  Cervantes noted that this would 
dramatically effect participation and have a local impact.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018:  3:00 p.m. joint meeting with Hispanic Advisory Committee 
   4:00 p.m. regular HRC meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Deputy City Manager/CIO 


