
 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) & HISPANIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (HAC) 

     
 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

3:00 p.m. 

Municipal Court Room, City Hall 

Approved: May 22, 2018 

  
Human Relations Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens, Kim Whitley, Tina 

Dodge Vera, Stephanie Newton Azorr (arrived at 3:06 p.m.)  
 
Human Relations Commissioners absent: Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused), Chris Equinoa (excused) 
 
Hispanic Advisory Committee members present:  Nancy Greenman, Ricardo Rodriquez, Nodabi 

Morales, Dania Samudio, Jaya Conser Lapham, 
Rosa Plascencia, Yesenia Salinas, Leonor 
Rodriquez, Mike Shouse, Yesenia Gutierrez, Tania 
Mendez, Bianca Blancas, Raquel Miller, Martha 
Calderon 

 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO; Millie Barriger, 

Library Aide 
 
Others present: Rafael Palacios, Business Advisor; Jarumy Lindquist 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Human Relations Commission (HRC) Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Introductions 
 
Everyone introduced themselves.  A sign-in sheet was routed (see agenda file).   3:03 p.m. 
 
Business from the public 
 
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas introduced Business Advisor Rafael Palacios of the Oregon Small 
Business Development Center.  He invited him to share with the group.  Palacios announced a free "Going 
Into Business" class, done in Spanish, at St Mary's Parish in Albany.  He passed out a flyer for the event (see 
agenda file).  Palacios is preparing a proposal on business center activities in hopes of obtaining a grant from 
Albany’s Community Development Block Grant program.  He would like to begin a new business education 
program that begins at a base level for those in the Latino community who have not completed a high school 
education.  Tina Dodge Vera asked if Palacios had connected with the Albany Chamber of Commerce for 
support of newly developed minority businesses.  Palacios explained that he only started working for the 
Oregon Small Business Development Center this week.  He plans on connecting with the Chamber next week.  
 
Sharing of respective missions and focus 
 
Discussed later in meeting. 
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How can HRC and HAC support each other’s missions 
 
Discussed later in meeting. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
May is Mental Health month        3:10 p.m. 
 
Jaya Conser Lapham of LBCC said that mental health and suicide prevention for veterans is the focus.  She 
explained that veterans have conveyed frustration that there are not enough resources.  Veterans are not always 
approved to receive services through the Veterans Administration hospital.  Mental Health First Aid classes are 
alerting people to programs that are available.  It was noted that there are not many Spanish-speaking therapists, 
councilors, or psychologists in our area.  Conser Lapham shared that Lines for Life will train people who 
volunteer for a year with them.  Stephanie Newton Azorr announced the 2018 Linn-Benton Health Equity 
Summit on Friday, May 18.  Cervantes encouraged the group to attend these community events, talking about 
the gaps that exists, and stressed that the more people get involved the more likely change will happen. 
 
One Vibe Diversity Day         3:19 p.m. 

 
The event is on May 9 at LBCC.  Cervantes described the event and told the HAC they can request a table or 
staff a booth at the event if they want.  He encouraged the group to share the event with others.    
 
HEART to Heart Resource Fair 
 
HAC member Nancy Greenman described the event and the resources available for health and wellness.  She 
described it as a well-attended event but not by the Latino community.  The event supports veterans and those 
with housing insecurity.  Corvallis hosted the same event a few months ago.  A member of the HAC and who 
works for the Lebanon school district said there are people in Lebanon who would like to attend the event but 
have no transportation.  Cervantes suggested checking with area churches.  Kim Whitley shared that the Council 
of Governments has commuter vans.   
 
Safety Camp for kids         3:25 p.m. 

 
The camp will be at South Albany Highschool July 23 - 26.  It is $35 a child, but scholarships are available.  
Forms for the event will be available in English and Spanish.  The contact for the camp is Deputy Fire Marshal 
- Risk Reduction/PIO Sandy Roberts.   
 
Summer Concerts 
 
Cervantes listed the different events.   
 
2018 Festival Latino 
 
The HAC will be meeting with Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney after this meeting.  Alice Brockgreitens 
expressed her desire for more food vendors at the Festival.   
 
Albany National Night Out        3:30 p.m. 

 
Cervantes described the event.  Registration and requests for street closures are done through the Police 
Department. 
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Northwest Art & Air Festival 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Administrative Services Coordinator Debbie Little in the 
Parks & Recreation Department. 
 
Sharing of respective missions and how HAC and HRC can support each other  3:33 p.m. 

 
Cervantes announced that South Albany High School will have a new mascot through a student vote and most 
likely finalized before this school year’s end.  He said that the school leadership did a good job including 
community voices.   
 
Cervantes invited everyone to a facilitated discussion led by Dr. Emily Drew and presented by LBCC and 
Western University of Health Sciences on Friday, May 18, from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at COMP-Northwest 
Campus, Lecture Hall 1 in Lebanon.  The discussion is titled “From Whitopia to Northwest Nice:  Power, 
Privilege, & Racial Diversity in Oregon.”  The event will provide an opportunity to examine how Oregon’s 
history has shaped a specific set of challenges for Oregon’s institutions and communities today.   
 
Tina Dodge Vera described the Community Education Opportunities that are being planned.  The set topics 
are immigration, race, LGBTQ, and early childhood.  The planning process is still open, with the next meeting 
being May 17 at the Albany Public Library from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The Linn-Benton Health Equity Alliance 
is providing funds in which the committee can use to create a video to show at each forum.  Testimonies from 
the July 12 City Council meeting will be used in the video.   
 
Martha Calderon, a counselor with the Lebanon Community School District, said they are looking for a 
sanctuary church for the Latino community affected by the current immigration issues.  She knows of families 
who are not making their appointments and not sending their children to school due to the fear they have.  
Calderon asked if Albany was versed in the situation around immigration, working with schools and law 
enforcement and whether they are identified as a sanctuary city.  Cervantes answered that Albany has not been 
identified as one, but he noted that public employees cannot enforce immigration.  He added that LBCC does 
not call themselves a sanctuary since that is mainly symbolic, but the President of the College sent out a 
statement that all students are welcome.  Newton Azorr shared that her church may be willing to offer support.  
Further discussion included the effect the immigration issue is having on the local businesses, meeting with the 
incoming Linn County Sheriff to obtain his views on the issue, and an event being planned where immigrants 
can ask a lawyer any questions they may have.    
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Tuesday, October 23, 2018; 3:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 3:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant  Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 


