
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (HRC) 
 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, June 26, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

Municipal Court Room, City Hall 

Approved:  July 24, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Alice Brockgreitens, Tina Dodge Vera, 

Stephanie Newton Azorr, Chris Equinoa 
 
Commissioners absent:  Kim Whitley (excused), Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO; Ed Hodney, Parks & Recreation 

Director 
 
Others present:   Ron Green, Jill VanBuren, Emma Eaton, Ilynn Winn 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
May 22, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Alice Brockgreitens moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner 
Chris Equinoa seconded the motion, which passed 5-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public   7:04 p.m. 
     
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas introduced a member of the public, Ron Green. Green attended the 
meeting along with Jill VanBuren, Emma Eaton, and Ilynn Winn to make a proposal to the commission to 
support their mission in saving the historic Cumberland Church. A sign-in sheet was routed (see agenda file). 
Green pointed out that where the church is currently located, as well as in the proposed new location, is among 
a strong Latino community. He proposed the idea of involving the Latino community in the project to 
strengthen relationships and bridge the cultural divide in the community. 
 
Community Development Block Grant funds were discussed as a possible resource for funding. It was noted 
in the discussion how the Latino population growth has correlated with the population growth in the city. 
Cervantes pointed out that 13 percent of Albany has Latino descendancy, and he conveyed that it would be 
logical to seek funds for a project which benefits the Latino community. Member of the public, Jill VanBuren, 
expressed her dream of seeing the community working together to save the church. She read a letter from her 
and Emma Eaton inviting the commission to join them in saving the Cumberland Church as a community 
center for all of Albany to use and enjoy (see agenda file). She shared contact information and encouraged 
everyone to check the information often. 
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Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney shared with the group that he was approached by an interested party 
for purchase and development of the property. The commission decided to invite the guests back and discuss 
the subject again when more information is available. Cervantes thanked the guests for coming and for initiating 
the positive conversation. 
 
National Night Out 7:38 p.m. 
 
Hodney gave an update on Sunrise Park, passing around pictures of the updates so far (see agenda file). He told 
the commission he would hold a reservation for their use. He explained that the park will not be totally 
completed, but it should be far enough along to accommodate an event. 
 
The commission decided to host an event. Tina Dodge Vera will take the lead on planning the event and 
Cervantes will cofacilitate. Cervantes asked about a budget and Hodney said that, as part of the park’s reopening 
dedication, they would find some money in the Parks & Recreation’s budget to use. At the request of the 
commission, Salinas will invite the Mayor and the two councilors representing the ward where Sunrise Park is 
located. Dodge Vera will register the event with the Police Department. Hodney advised not to announce the 
event until he can verify that the park will be sufficiently ready. He will give the group at least two weeks’ notice 
if it looks like it will not be ready. 
 
Terms expiring on December 31, 2018 7:50 p.m. 
 
Salinas encouraged the commissioners with terms expiring and who are interested in remaining on the 
commission, to fill out an application when recruitment is opened later in the year. He will get back to the 
group with the application deadline. 
 
DEBRIEFS 
 
Presentation of 2017 Human Relations Report 
 
Cervantes reported that the presentation went smoothly and was well received. He thanked Stephanie 
Newton Azorr for compiling the report and presenting it. 
 
LBGT Pride March 
 
Brockgreitens estimated that between 500 and 600 people attended. Tina Dodge Vera noted that she would 
like to see the resource portion of the event expanded. She suggested that the commission have more of a 
presence at the event such as hosting a resource table. The group agreed. Dodge Vera asked about the process 
for park reservations and fees for nonprofit events. Salinas agreed to check on the policy and fee schedule, 
noting that he believed everyone, including nonprofits, must pay. He explained that such policies could only be 
changed or altered by the City Council. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
River Rhythms concerts 7:54 p.m. 
 
Cervantes asked for volunteers, and Equinoa agreed to volunteer for the August 2 and 9 concerts. Salinas read 
Recreation Coordinator Debbi Richard’s email asking for greeters for the Summer Sounds and Festival Latino 
events (see agenda file). Salinas will forward the email to the group for their consideration.   
 
Summer Sounds concerts 
 
This item was not discussed. 
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Safety Camp for kids entering Grades 4-6 (July 23-26) 
 
Cervantes announced the event. 
 
Festival Latino 
 
Brockgreitens expressed interest in volunteering for this event again. 
 
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2018 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARTION 
 
The group decided to highlight the Pride March and the Cumberland Church Building preservation discussion. 
 
Dodge Vera announced that a portion of the Albany Educational Opportunities’ funds went towards the Pride 
March. She requested that the dates of the upcoming Educational Opportunities be placed on the Calendar of 
Events. Dodge Vera will send the dates to a staff representative. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 7:59 p.m. 
 
No new opportunities were discussed. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
Dodge Vera reported that the committee met at the Department of Human Services where self-efficiency 
programs were highlighted. The ABC House spoke to the committee about child abuse prevention training. 
The committee also discussed the Cumberland Church project and Festival Latino. Lawn signs for Festival 
Latino are being put out, and Cervantes and Newton Azorr each requested one. The next HAC meeting will 
be on July 3, 2018. 
 
2018 Calendar of Events 
 
Dodge Vera will be sending the dates for the Educational Opportunities events. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 8:02 p.m. 
 
The upcoming census was discussed as well as the impact it could have on the community if Latino residents 
are too afraid to respond to the survey. It was mentioned that the item could be brought up at an upcoming 
City Council work session. Salinas suggested a possible generic write-up being done in City Bridges. 
Newton Azorr proposed using the wording “You Count” if a write-up were done.  
 
A news article was highlighted regarding Springfield considering making changes to its jail bed rental contract 
with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (see agenda file).   
 
Newton Azorr suggested creating an HRC Facebook page to increase transparency. It was noted that there 
could be an issue of who could/would maintain it. Equinoa expressed his dislike of utilizing Facebook, stating 
problems can occur with responses. Salinas agreed to look into whether it is possible for the HRC to maintain 
its own page if they had one. The group would like to discuss the idea further.   
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NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
The next regularly scheduled commission meeting is on Tuesday, July 24, 2018. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file      Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese      Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant      Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 


