
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved:  September 25, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Javier Cervantes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Javier Cervantes, Kim Whitley, Alice Brockgreitens, Stephanie Newton, 

Chris Equinoa 
 
Commissioners absent:  Tina Dodge Vera (excused), Denise Hughes-Tafen (excused 
 
Staff present: Marilyn Smith, Management Assistant/Communications Officer 
 
Others present:   None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
July 24, 2018 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Stephanie Newton moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner 
Chris Equinoa seconded the motion, which passed 5-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the Public                                                                                                                  7:01 p.m. 
 
There was no business from the public. 
 
DEBRIEFS                   7:01 p.m. 
 
Equinoa volunteered and reported the July 26 River Rhythms concert was well attended. Newton volunteered 
at the July 12 concert. 
 
Cervantes, Equinoa, and Commissioner Alice Brockgreitens attended Festival Latino. Cervantes expressed 
concern about the heat. The festival booths were situated on hot pavement. He proposed moving the booths 
to a grassy area. Cervantes also questioned why attendees had to bring their own supplies. He observed that 
the Parks and Recreation Department seemed primarily responsible for organizing the entertainment. Equinoa 
recalled that Parks and Recreation staff helped significantly with setup and moving supplies. He agreed that 
the booths should be moved to a cooler area. He suggested that the event could be moved to a cooler month 
and that organizers could seek out volunteers from community groups for support. Discussion followed. 
 
Newton attended the Midsummer Arts Festival. She reported that the event was well attended and enjoyed by 
all.  
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Brockgreitens attended the National Night Out event at Riverview Heights Park. She noted a small lending 
library is in the process of being constructed by area residents. Newton attended several events throughout 
the community. She observed they were very well attended. Brockgreitens commented that there was an ample 
selection of foods brought to the event. Equinoa also attended. He reported that the event was very well 
organized, with several activities provided for attendees.  
 
Cervantes did not attend the Northwest Art & Air Festival, but he observed a high volume of traffic during 
the festival and suggested the turn-out must have been good. No other commissioners had attended, but 
Newton commented that she had heard attendance was high. Brockgreitens said she had heard that there were 
not as many vendors present as there were in prior years.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  7:14 p.m. 
       
Equinoa, Newton, Brockgreitens, and Commissioner Dodge Vera are all planning to attend the Albany 
Education event: Community Panel. Cervantes was asked to facilitate the event but declined. He expressed 
concerns that panelists will not have enough time to engage in a thorough discussion. Equinoa commented 
that it has been difficult to find a facilitator for the event. He suggested that most of the discussion will take 
place at individual tables and went on to emphasize how valuable this event is for the community. 
 
Cervantes noted that a number of community organizations will attend the Mid-Valley Stand Down for 
Veterans. He added that food will be provided, and he is looking forward to seeing support for veterans at this 
event.  
 
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2018 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARTION 
 
Cervantes highlighted National Night Out, and Brockgreitens highlighted the Northwest Art and Air Festival.  
 
UPDATES 
 
Other volunteer opportunities 7:21 p.m. 
 
There are no new opportunities at this time. 
 
Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC)                           7:21 p.m. 
 
There was no report. 
 
Staff Updates                    7:22 p.m. 
 
Management Assistant/Communications Officer Marilyn Smith announced that City Council will host a series 
of meetings at locations other than City Hall. The first meeting outside of City Hall will be held at Linn-Benton 
Community College (LBCC) on September 10. Smith added that an invitation had been issued to local high 
schools. Cervantes asked Smith to send him information about the upcoming Council meeting at LBCC so that 
he can help spread the word.  
 
2018 Calendar of Events                    7:23 p.m. 
 
Commissioners reviewed the calendar. Cervantes announced a tentative event he hopes to host on 

November 7, discussing the topic of toxic masculinity. He expressed that he will share more information about 

the event with the commission soon. 
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BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
Cervantes announced a meeting at which local community organizations would have an opportunity to present 
questions to Linn County Sheriff Jim Yon. He invited the commissioners to attend and said he would forward 
them information about the meeting.  
 
Commissioner Kim Whitley announced that she will not seek reappointment when her term expires at the end 
of the calendar year. She will only be attending three more meetings under her term. 
 
Brockgreitens spoke of an article she read about religious freedom and immigration asylum. Javier responded 
that the commission should pay particular attention to marginalized members of the community. Brockgreitens 
expressed a hope that someone will ask the Linn County Sheriff about a gun control measure on the general 
election ballot. Newton replied that she did not think the measure will pass. 
 
Equinoa announced that he has been appointed to the Albany Development Code (ADC) Amendments Task 
Force. He shared that he hopes his role in this task force will allow him to contribute to keeping housing in 
Albany affordable for low income populations. Smith noted that the charge of the ADC Amendments Task 
Force is to establish clear and objective standards for development decisions. Brockgreitens shared that she 
had heard about law enforcement professionals who have had to relocate due to rising housing costs in 
California. Cervantes recalled an Albany resident addressing a complaint to City Council about rising houses 
costs at a meeting several years ago. He expressed concern about the effect of new housing developments on 
infrastructure. Equinoa remarked that the commission should be aware of representation of marginalized 
members of the community as the local population rises. Cervantes commented that with the increase in 
development in the area, there may be a need to address improvements to local highways. Whitley replied that 
there are resources available online that provide helpful information related to making development and zoning 
decisions. Smith added that a recently constructed housing development on Old Salem Road was built by a 
company that specializes in affordable housing, and local area residents were allowed first pick of available 
units.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
 
The next regularly scheduled commission meeting is on Tuesday, September 25, 2018. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Cervantes adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Allison Greenlee      Marilyn Smith 
Administrative Assistant  I (Confidential)   Management Assistant/Communications Officer 
 


