
APPROVED:  May 2, 2018 

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: David Abarr, Cathy LeSuer, Bill Ryals, Larry Preston, Jolene Thomson 

Commissioners Absent:  Kerry McQuillin (excused), Keith Kolkow (unexcused) 

Staff Present: Laura LaRoque, Planner II; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, 
Administrative Assistant I 

Others Present: Kris Schendel, Code Compliance Officer; Rebecca Bond, Albany Visitors Association; 
Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 6:01 p.m. 

Mark Siegner, 516 Koons Drive NW, spoke to the Commission about the houses on the corner of 4th and Calapooia, 
previously owned by Signs of Victory.  He spoke about the deteriorating conditions of the properties, stating he felt they 
may be beyond salvage and asked the Commission about their thoughts on the matter.  Ryals discussed levels of 
deterioration and looking at each building individually to assess whether it was salvageable structurally.  Mr. Siegner 
stated that they had a pre-application with the City and had been told by the Building Official that one or two of them 
would need a structural analysis.  Preston discussed different perspectives on tearing them down versus salvaging them.  
Abarr asked Mr. Siegner what his goals were for the properties.  Mr. Siegler stated they planned to keep them with a high-
level restoration.  The Commission discussed salvageability in a general sense.     

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 6:27 p.m. 

Land Use File HI-01-18:  Historic Review for Use of Substitute Materials to replace windows at 206 2nd Avenue SW 

Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:27 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission 6:28 p.m. 

LeSuer and Preston visited the site.   

Staff Report: 6:30 p.m. 

Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case.  Staff-proposed conditions of approval were included for 
the Commission's consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission: 6:35 p.m. 

Ryals stated he was familiar with the windows proposed to be replaced and pointed out the deteriorated state.  He asked staff to 
clarify the proposals.  LaRoque clarified the windows are proposed to be replaced with aluminum clad windows.   

Testimony from the Applicant:  6:38 p.m. 

Seth Fortier, 1654 NW Christmas Tree Lane, gave some background on how he acquired the building.  Ryals commented on the 
problems the subject leaking windows have caused with neighboring buildings.  He stated the proposed aluminum clad 
windows would be good for durability.  Preston pointed out that all windows need to be maintained for durability.  Ryals asked 
about the wall that was repaired, and the applicant stated it was stripped and re-plastered.  Preston and Ryals advised against 
aluminum clad windows due to delamination and moisture migration.  They both recommended wood windows or composite 
windows.  Difference between the two bids were discussed.   

Testimony in Favor: 6:58 p.m. 

None 
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Testimony in Opposition: 6:59 p.m. 

Chet Houser, 35296 Riverside Drive, President of Monteith Historical Society, discussed an agreement involving an 
architectural façade easement of the building granted to the Society from the original owners, the Tripp family.  Mr. Houser 
asked about grant funds to help replace the windows with wood.  Ryals confirmed with Mr. Houser that the Society’s 
preference was for wooden windows.  Thomson asked for a copy of the easement.  The Commission discussed whether façade 
meant only the front of the building.   

Neutral Testimony: 7:08 p.m. 

None 

Questions from the Commission:  7:08 p.m. 

None 

Staff Response 7:08 p.m. 

Richardson clarified that the easement was not binding to the Commission, only between the Society and the Tripp family.  He 
stated that if the Commission recommended wood windows, they can condition the approval.   

Ryals closed the hearing at 7:12 p.m. 

DISCUSSION 7:12 p.m. 
LeSuer asked about grant funding.  Thomson stated it would not apply to this application at this time and would require a 
separate application.  Ryals clarified the process.  Thomson stated that because the property is in the Historic District, the 
aluminum clad windows were not compatible.  The Commission discussed material preferences.  They recommended the 
applicant approach C.A.R.A. for grant funding for further restoration.   

MOTION 7:04 p.m. 

Commissioner Preston moved to approve land use case HI-01-18 as conditioned in the February 27, 2018, Staff Report, 
adding the condition that the proposed windows be constructed of wood with the same style and materials in kind.  
Commissioner Thomson seconded.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION (HP) MONTH 7:26 p.m. 

LaRoque gave updates on the CLG Grant. 

HP Month Awards 7:27 p.m. 

Various sites were discussed as candidates.  Ryals offered to write about Rick Mikesell.   

Ryals moved to nominate Rick Mikesell, the Historic Carousel and Museum, and the Albany Art Studio to receive 
Historic Preservation Month Awards.  Preston Seconded.  A vote was taken.  The motion passed 6-0. 

HP Month Activities 7:31 p.m. 

LaRoque touched base on various activities discussed in the last meeting.  She gave clarification on ADA requirements 
for the tours.  LaRoque listed available dates for HP activities.  It was suggested that the porch tour take place on May 19.  
Ryals suggested doing the underground tour on May 5.  Discussion ensued regarding the tours.  It was decided to call the 
underground tour “Unseen Albany.”   

LaRoque reminded the Commission about available funding for a workshop.  Preston said he would contact people to lead 
a workshop.  It was decided the workshop would take place on May 12.   

LaRoque reminded the Commission about the Oregon Heritage Conference.  Preston expressed interest. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 7:49 p.m. 

Commissioner LeSuer moved to approve the February 7, 2018, minutes as presented.  Commissioner Preston seconded.  
A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 

  



Albany Landmarks Commission 
March 7, 2018 
Page 3 of 3 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

April 4, 2018 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil Laura LaRoque 
Administrative Assistant I Planner II 

Signature on file Signature on file 
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