
 

City of Albany 
Landmarks Advisory Commission 
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Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 

 

cityofalbany.net 
   

MINUTES 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present 
David Abarr, Cathy LeSuer, Bill Ryals, Larry Preston, Keith Kolkow, Kerry McQuillin 

Commissioners Absent 
Jolene Thomson (excused) 

Staff Present 
Laura LaRoque, Planner II; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

Call to Order 
Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes              6:01 
Commissioner Abarr moved to approve the March 7, 2018, minutes as presented. Commissioner Kolkow 
seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 

Business from the Public             6:03 
None 

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearings            6:03 
Land Use File HI-01-18 
Historic Review of Exterior Alteration to install security doors and to place two protective decorative bollard assemblies outside the 
doors at 230 Lyon Street SW.  

Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:07. 

Declarations by the Commission            6:04 
Commissioner Preston declared a site visit to look at the proposal. 

Staff Report                         6:05 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 6:08 
Preston asked if this proposal would go before City Council. LaRoque replied that Council had already reviewed 
it and approved a license to occupy. 

Approved: August 1, 2018 
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Testimony from the Applicant 6:10 
Daren Clowser, 230 Lyon Street SW, owner of the building, stated that he designed the gates to keep with the 
historical aspect of the original users, the Knights of the Pythias. He added that much of the design was also 
intended to blend in with Downtown Albany.  Commissioner LeSuer asked about the bollards. Mr. Clowser 
explained their design.   

Testimony in Favor 6:14 
Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association, expressed support of Mr. Clowser’s proposal. 

Other Testimony 6:15 
None 

Staff Response 6:19 
LaRoque clarified that the bollards would not be attached to the structure.   

Ryals closed the hearing  at 6:19. 

Discussion 6:19 
None 

Motion 6:20 
Commissioner Kolkow moved to approve land use case HI-01-18 as conditioned in the April 25, 2018, Staff 
Report. Commissioner Preston seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 

Land Use File HI-04-18; HI-05-18; HI-09-18  
Historic Review of New Construction (HI-04-18) for the construction of a 200-square-foot accessory building. Historic Review for 
Use of Substitute Materials (HI-05-18) to replace wood siding on the north and east foundation wall with smooth horizontal 
cement fiber board. Historic Review of Exterior Alterations (HI-09-18) to replace seven existing wood windows with wood 
replacement windows at 1131 Ferry Street SW. 

Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:22. 

Declarations by the Commission 6:22 
Preston declared ex parte contact, stating he knew the family and had been to the house numerous times. 
LeSuer reported a site visit.   

Staff Report 6:24 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 6:34 
Commissioner McQuillin inquired about setbacks. Discussion followed about required minimum setbacks 
versus what was proposed in the application. It was clarified that the minimum interior setback was three feet.   
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Testimony from the Applicant 6:36 
John Pascone, 38953 Mount Hope Drive, Lebanon, stated that his family saved the subject structure from 
demolition through various improvements. He explained the work that he had done on the structure and talked 
about the dilapidated condition of the subject windows.   

The commission verified what siding would be reused and what would be replaced.   

Testimony in Favor 6:46 
None 

Other Testimony 6:47 
Alyssa Schrems, 1220 Ferry Street SW, stated the she did not think the applicant had met the requirements for 
approval of the subject proposal. She added that she would like a condition of approval to require traditional 
wood materials.   

She then referred to a picture she had provided to the commissioners (see agenda packet). She stated there were 
historical features removed from the house without review and should be required to be re-added.   

Karol Schrems, 1220 Ferry Street SW, stated her family was very interested in the upcoming renovations, but 
wanted to know why the applicant was choosing cement fiber board siding.   

Applicant Rebuttal 6:57 
Mr. Pascone stated his proposal was not out of the ordinary considering the condition of the structure when 
he purchased it. He also added that he had all the missing features that were mentioned by Ms. Schrems, and 
they would be restored and put back into place.   

Staff Response 6:59 
LaRoque pointed out that staff would work with the applicant through code compliance to ensure the missing 
features would be replaced.   

Ryals closed the hearing  at 7:04. 

Discussion 7:04 
Preston asked about quote comparisons on siding. LaRoque stated the applicant did not turn in comparisons.  
He then asked about the recommendation from Vintage Windows mentioned in the applicant’s narrative (see 
agenda packet). Mr. Pascone asked if he could clarify the commission’s questions. Richardson advised 
Ryals that the hearing would need to reopen in order to allow this. 

Ryals reopened the hearing  at 7:07. 

Mr. Pascone explained that he did not have time to get additional quotes on siding, and he did not receive 
a report on the subject windows from Vintage Windows because he did not proceed with the bid.   

Alyssa Schrems stated that Mr. Pascone’s reasoning that wood siding would rot was irrelevant according 
to the review criteria.   

Jim Janson, 804 Broadalbin Street SW, expressed concern about the proposed cement fiber board siding.   
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Ryals closed the hearing  at 7:12. 

Discussion 7:12 
Kolkow suggested reviewing this case at the next meeting on the basis that there was not enough 
information presented for the commission to decide. Preston agreed that comparative prices needed to 
be presented. Richardson advised that if the commission decided to ask for more information, the public 
hearing would need to be reopened and continued.   

The commission discussed the proposal and conditions of approval.   

Motion 7:20 
Commissioner Abarr moved to approve land use case HI-04-18, with Conditions of Approval 1, 2 and 3, with 
in the April 25, 2018, Staff Report. Chair Ryals seconded.   

The commission discussed the need for the conditions to be more specific. 

Commissioner Abarr moved to approve land use case HI-04-18, with Conditions of Approval 1 and 3 as 
proposed and modified Condition 2, in the April 25, 2018, Staff Report. Chair Ryals seconded. A vote was 
taken. The motion passed 6-0. 

The commission discussed proposed materials and costs for land use case HI-05-18. 

Commissioner McQuillin moved to approve land use case HI-05-18, with revised Condition of Approval 4 
stating the siding be wood drop siding to match existing siding on the house, in the April 25, 2018, Staff Report.  
Chair LeSuer seconded. A vote was taken. The motion passed 6-0. 

The commission discussed the proposed window replacements for land use case HI-09-18. 

Commissioner Preston moved to approve land use case HI-09-18, with revised Condition of Approval 5, adding 
the windows shall not be treated with low-e, in the April 25, 2018, Staff Report. Chair LeSuer seconded. A vote 
was taken. The motion passed 6-0. 

Ryals called for a recess at 7:47 and resumed the meeting at 7:56. 

Land Use File HI-08-18 
Historic Review of New Construction for a single-family home with an attached garage on a vacant lot within the Hackleman 
Historic District at 527 4th Avenue SE.  

Ryals opened the public hearing at 7:57. 

Declarations by the Commission 7:57 
Commissioner LeSuer declared a site visit to look at the proposal. 

Staff Report 7:59 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 
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Questions from the Commission      8:01 
None 

Testimony from the Applicant 8:01 
Michael and Linda Quinn, 4455 Sunset Ridge Drive NW, explained plans to repair the sidewalk and remove a 
tree in front of the proposed new house. Mr. Quinn also talked about plans for the windows. They expressed 
concern with Condition 4 (see agenda packet), stating that it would cause the windows to mismatch those on 
the rest of the house. Mrs. Quinn stated the proposed windows matched those on surrounding houses. 

McQuillin asked for clarification about the differences on the windows. Mr. Quinn explained. 

Testimony in Favor 8:11 
Larry Crawford, 405 Jefferson Street SE, stated that the proposal would be good for the neighborhood. 

Other Testimony 8:12 
None 

Staff Response 8:12 
None 

Ryals closed the hearing  at 8:13. 

Discussion 8:14 
McQuillin asked for clarification from staff about Condition 4. LaRoque explained that the internal grid was 
not common in a historical neighborhood. Discussion ensued regarding window grids, styles, and materials.  

Motion 8:20 
Commissioner Kolkow moved to approve land use case HI-01-18 with Conditions 1, 2, and 3, and striking 
Condition 4, in the April 25, 2018, Staff Report. Commissioner Preston seconded. A vote was taken, and the 
motion passed 6-0. 

Land Use File HI-02-18 
Historic Review of New Construction for a single-family home and detached garage on a vacant lot within the Hackleman Historic 
District at 705 5th Avenue SE 

Ryals opened the public hearing at 8:23. 

Declarations by the Commission 8:23 
Commissioners LeSuer and Preston declared a site visit to look at the proposal. 

Staff Report 8:24 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 8:29 
None  
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Testimony from the Applicant 8:29 
Jennifer Goodman, Bob Mitchell Homes, 1120 Linnwood Drive NE, stated that they tried to keep the design 
of the proposed new house as simple as possible to fit in with the diverse neighborhood.  

Abarr asked Ms. Goodman what she thought about the condition of approval regarding the windows. Ms. 
Goodman replied that she had no problems with it.  

Other Testimony 8:33 
None 

Staff Response 8:34 
None 

Ryals closed the hearing  at 8:34. 

Discussion 8:34 
None 

Motion 8:34 
Commissioner McQuillin moved to approve land use case HI-02-18, Conditions 1 – 7, in the April 25, 2018, 
Staff Report. Commissioner Kolkow seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 

ADC Amendments for Accessory Dwelling Units          8:36 
Richardson gave a summary of the new state law that changes requirements for accessory dwelling units and 
talked about the proposed changes to the Albany Development Code in order to comply with the law. 
Discussion ensued about current standards versus proposed. 

Business from the Commission            8:45 
Ryals reminded everyone about the upcoming Unseen Albany Historical Tour on May 5. 

Richardson invited the commission to a training on May 21 for land use hearings. 

Preston updated everyone on the upcoming historical porch tour and contractor fair. 

Adjournment  
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil Laura LaRoque 
Administrative Assistant I Planner II 
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