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MINUTES 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present 
David Abarr, Cathy LeSuer, Bill Ryals, Larry Preston, Keith Kolkow  

Commissioners Absent 
Jolene Thomson (excused), Kerry McQuillin (excused) 

Staff Present 
Laura LaRoque, Planner II; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I 

Call to Order 
Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Business from the Public 6:02 
Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association, thanked the Commission for their participation in Historic 
Preservation Month. 

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing 6:03 
Land Use File HI-10-18 
Historic Review of New Construction to construct a residential accessory structure at 405 Jefferson Street SE 

Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:05. 

Declarations by the Commission 6:05 
Preston stated he did not receive his packet but was familiar with the case.  Abarr and Preston visited the site. 

Staff Report 6:05 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of the case. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 6:07 
None 

Testimony from the Applicant 6:07 
Larry Crawford, 405 Jefferson Street SW, stated he was trying to duplicate the house’s façade with the gable, 
trim, and diamond siding. He described the proposed siding. He showed samples of the Hardie Plank siding 
proposed to be used on the sides. 

Preston asked if he wanted a smooth base to which Crawford confirmed.  

Testimony in Favor 6:12 
Dan Steele, 539 3rd Avenue SE, asked why Condition 1 was part of the approval.  Ryals explained it was part 
of the planning process. Mr. Steele asked about the condition regarding the siding. (See agenda packet.) He 
stated he was in favor of the proposed siding. 

Peggy Jenks, 440 5th Avenue SE, stated the applicant has made big improvements to their neighborhood by 
restoring his own home. She stated she was in favor of the proposed siding. 

Howard Jenks, 440 5th Avenue SE, stated he was in favor of the work that has been done on the applicant’s 
house. 

Thomas Pritchard, 720 4th Avenue SE, stated the applicant was making a good attempt at restoring the property. 
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Other Testimony 6:19 
None 

Questions from the Commission 6:19 
None 

Staff Response 6:20 
LaRoque clarified that the Condition of Approval does state six-inch board.  

Ryals closed the hearing  at 6:21. 

Discussion 6:21 
Abarr pointed out that new construction should be reflective of the neighborhood does not have to have the 
same materials as a historical building. 

Motion 6:22 
Commissioner Abarr moved to approve land use case HI-10-18 as conditioned in the May 29, 2018, revised 
Staff Report. Commissioner Preston seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 5-0. 

Historic Preservation (HP) Month 6:23 
LaRoque stated the “Unseen Albany Tour” was a big hit and may want to be planned annually. Ryals agreed. 
LaRoque stated the window restoration workshop held the following weekend was successful as well.  She 
reported on the porch tour and contractor fair.  Preston stated that the tour was a hit as well.  He stated the 
contractor tour was less attended, and in the future, needs to be advertised more. LaRoque stated that the 
displays designed by LeSuer in the Carnegie Library and City Hall were well-done. LaRoque suggested spacing 
out the events next year to be able to get more volunteer support. LeSuer asked about several events sponsored 
by the Albany Downtown Association. Grato stated she could check on statistics from Oscar Hult. Ryals asked 
about the scavenger hunt. Grato talked about the event. She offered to help the commission with marketing 
their events. Preston stated he would like to involve school-aged kids in the future. Grato told the commission 
about a new app advertising tours was now being offered by the Albany Visitor’s Center. 

Next Meeting Date 
July 11, 2018 

Adjournment 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil Laura LaRoque 
Administrative Assistant I Planner II 

Signature on file Signature on file
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