
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Council Chambers, City Hall 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 
 

Approved: December 5, 2018 

MINUTES 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present 
Bill Ryals, David Abarr, Keith Kolkow, Larry Preston, Jolene Thomson 

Commissioners Absent 
Kerry McQuillin (excused), Cathy LeSuer (excused) 

Staff Present 
Laura LaRoque, Planner II; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shelley Shultz, Administrative Assistant I, Sean 
Kidd, City Attorney (arrived late), Travis North, Planner I, Jonathan Balkema, Building Official Manager 

Chair Ryals Called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance              6:03 
Chair Ryals led the pledge of allegiance.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Commissioner Kolkow moved to approve the August 1, 2018, minutes as presented.  Commissioner 
Thompson seconded the motion, and it passed 5 – 0.   

Business from the Public 
None. 

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing            6:06 
Land Use File HI-13-18 
Historic Review of New Construction to construct a new two-story, single-family residence with an attached garage on a vacant lot 
within the Hackleman Historic District at 337 SE 6th Avenue. 

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:06. 

Declarations by the Commission 
Kolkow and Preston both stated they visited the lot in question. 

Staff Report  6:09 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of case HI-13-18. Staff-proposed conditions of approval 
were included for the Commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 
None 
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Testimony from the Applicant 
Moises C. Moreno, 34118 Oakville Road SW, stated he has read the entire packet, is in full agreement with 
recommendations, feels they are more than fair.   

Testimony  
None 

Staff Response  
None 

Chair Ryals closed the hearing  at 6:18 

Discussion 6:18 
Commissioner Preston stated the proposal was good.  Kolkow thought the railing on the porch appeared to be 
too high, but Preston said code has specific requirements on height limits that will need to be followed. 

Motion 6:20 
Commissioner Thompson moved to approve land use case HI-13-18 as conditioned in the August 27, 2018, 
Staff Report. Commissioner Preston seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 5-0. 

Land Use File HI-12-18 6:22 
Historic Review of Demolition to demolish three historic-contributing homes in the Monteith Historic District at 331  Calapooia 
Street SW, 525 4th Avenue SW, and 533 4th Avenue SW. 

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:22 

Declarations by the Commission 6:23 
Kolkow, Thompson, and Preston declared site visits. 

Staff Report  6:25 
Planner Laura LaRoque provided a verbal summary of case HI-12-18.  Staff-proposed conditions of approval 
were included for the Commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Discussion ensued regarding the zoning and location, as well as the history and style of each home. 

Questions from the Commission 6:34 
None 

Testimony from the Applicant 6:34 
Mark and Tina Siegner 516 Kouns Drive NW. Mr. Siegner submitted written testimony that was passed out to all 
commissioners. He stated that he and his wife have read the city Staff Report and are in complete disagreement.  
They were concerned that no staff members or commissioners had conducted a site visit to view both the exterior 
and interior of the buildings to experience the extent of the damage. They stated that only four criteria applied to the 
properties and had been met. They addressed each one individually as described in his written testimony. (See agenda 
packet.) He stated he believed these homes were not a good reflection of Albany or the historic district and have 
been an eyesore and a blight for many years.  He said they are dilapidated beyond what is financially feasible to repair, 
and that is why no one has stepped forward to take on this project to date. 
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Testimony in Favor 6:48 
Karen Vetter Bischop, 5116 11th Avenue SW, stated she has lived in the Montieth District for 38 years, knows 
the value of historic homes, and has lived in and remodeled three separate homes in the district. She pointed 
out that the houses in question have been deplorable for over 30 years. Several different owners had made 
changes to these homes over the years removing all historic features. She stated since there was nothing 
salvageable and would like to see these homes torn down and something beautiful built to replace them.  
 
Rob Wilson, 540 Railroad Street SW, said he had lived next to the “drug house” for nearly 40 years and it had 
been an absolute blight for the entire area. He explained when the City boarded up the house, the drug traffic 
slowed, but it was not until the house was physically removed that drug activity disappeared. He would like to 
see these houses demolished and something new replace them. 
 
Melissa Babcock Saylor and Steve Saylor, 528 4th Avenue SW, said they lived directly across the street from two 
of these homes for over 30 years; these homes are a threat to the integrity and safety of the district. When Signs 
of Victory took over, the homes became extremely overcrowded and unsafe with people living in unthinkable 
situations. They have been inside these homes and they are in deplorable shape, witnessing workers having to 
wear Hazmat suits inside the buildings. They expressed hope that the Siegners would build something 
wonderful that would enhance the neighborhood. 
 
Wally Ordeman, 306 Washington Street SW, stated he is a registered State of Oregon lobbyist and fifth 
generation funeral home owner in the same block as the homes in question. Over the course of his 34-year 
career, he has witnessed these properties deteriorate to the point that they are unlivable and embarrassing. 
Previous owners failed in their responsibility to maintain these homes, and it was unfair to penalize the Siegners 
for that. He encouraged the commission to make an affirmative recommendation to the City of Albany for the 
benefit of the district, the citizens who live and work in the area, and for the visitors to our city.   
 
Karen Hans, 538 4th Street SW, said she owns the home across the street from the. She expressed disagreement 
with the commission’s determination of these properties, stating she felt these homes meet all criteria for 
demolition. She stated she was fully in support of demolition and building new historically accurate homes. 
 
Keith Sandberg, 3666 Fir tree Drive SE, stated he had owned the building at 340 Washington Street SW since 1998. 
When his office was located there, staff members felt so unsafe that they needed to be escorted to their cars when 
leaving the building.  He felt the homes continued to be dangerous to the area and needed to be demolished.   

Testimony in Opposition 7:09 
Camron Settlemier, 230 7th Avenue SW, stated that these houses still meet the requirement of being historical 
contributing structures in the Monteith District. Many of the original features remain in these homes.  He 
addressed each criterion individually with his opinions. He suggested other financing options and felt other 
alternatives to demolition should be looked at. He added that the costs presented by the Siegners for 
rehabilitation were inflated. He emphasized that it has not been shown that there is no cost-effective alternative 
to demolition. He went on to say there was no demonstrated new use presented. Mr. Setllemier recommended 
denial of applicant’s request. 
 
Jeff Heesacker, 320 Washington Street SW, questioned whether the homes had been looked at individually, or 
only as a group.  He suggested that maybe one or two can be saved, pointing out that state and federal programs 
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had not been explored. He acknowledged the challenges to bring historic homes up to code, as he is dealing 
with this now. He asserted there should be another opinion, such as a third party with no vested interest in 
project to give recommendations and provide bids to compare and concluded that the owners should present 
plans for future use before any approval of demolition.   

Testimony - Neutral  
Eric Udolf, 404 Calapooia Street SW, stated he had lived across the street and owned a business in town for 
nearly 25 years pointed out his extensive background in restoration. Mr. Udolf said he had been watching these 
houses for over ten years, and the deterioration was significant, particularly water damage from leaking roofs. 
He added that water damage is a unique challenge due to the structural damage it can cause. Based on his 
exterior inspection, the historic value is gone, and they are beyond repair. He acknowledged how difficult this 
decision would be due to the age of homes but felt the deterioration and contamination was so extensive, there 
is no alternative.  He added that he was somewhat neutral on the issue because he understood both sides. 

Applicant Rebuttal 7:35 
The Siegners stated that they had tried to be sensitive to the historic district. Mrs. Siegner discussed the water 
damage and sanitation. He pointed out that from a health standpoint alone, these homes were too far gone. 
When they purchased the homes, it was their intent to restore them, but after further inspection, they felt the 
financial challenges of this project make demolition the only option.   

Staff Response 7:36 
None 

Procedural questions 7:37 
None 

Chair Ryals closed the hearing  at 7:37 

Discussion 7:38 
Commissioner Abarr suggested CARA turned down loan because of amount.  Typically, they require a 50/50 
commitment 

Commissioner Thompson said she was stuck on criterion 3; she was aware of the need for rentals, but not to the 
extent that it justified the demolition of these homes, concluding that the application did not meet this criterion. 

Commissioner Preston  stated that the only job of the Landmarks Advisory Commission is to represent the historic 
buildings in Albany. He objected to the demolition of all three homes as one application because each house was 
different and should have been evaluated individually. He expressed that while he empathized with the neighbors, 
there was more to the decision than finances. He added that from a contractor’s perspective, the Siegners had to 
know the challenges they were getting into when they purchased these homes, adding that there were other finance 
options out there as well.  He ended by expressing he did not feel these houses were beyond repair.   

Commissioner Thompson added that the commission spent a lot of time reviewing this application. Goal Three 
of the City of Albany’s Strategic Plan provides for effective stewardship of Albany’s historic resources, and the 
idea of demolishing all three homes was counter-intuitive to this. She stated she had been inside these homes 
as a home visitor, and while she knew how deplorable they were, she still felt there was value there.   

Commissioner Abarr felt the Siegners should have known what they were getting into and did not think that 
criteria 1 or 2 were met. 
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Commissioner Kolkow added that there are many examples of developers coming before the commission proposing 
demolition, and it is well documented that it is very difficult to get this approved in the historic district. 

Chair Ryals asked staff for legal clarification of the 365-day waiting period if the commission votes to deny the 
demolition Richardson said the commission had two options right now;  they could invoke a Stay of Demolition 
for up to 365 days or approve the request for demolition. There was no option to deny outright, and this 
decision could be appealed to city council.   

Commissioner Preston reiterated that there are other options to consider, including dividing the property and 
selling the homes individually.   

Commissioner Abarr asked for clarification on the date the Calapooia home was built. LaRoque responded that 
more research would have to be done to determine this.  The Sanborn Fire Insurance maps and the investigative 
research from the  Historic Resource Survey that is associated with the property indicates the property to be 
the second oldest building in the Monteith District.   

Motion  
Commissioner Thompson moved to invoke a 365-day Stay of Demolition for application HI-12-18 submitted 
for the demolition of the properties noted herein.  Commissioner Preston seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed 4-1, with Chair Ryals the dissenting vote. 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, October 3, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at  8:00 pm.       
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Shelley Shultz Laura LaRoque 
Administrative Assistant I Planner II 
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