
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Council Chambers, City Hall 
Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

 

Approved: December 5, 2018 

MINUTES 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present 
Bill Ryals, Larry Preston, Jolene Thomson, Cathy LeSuer, Kerry McQuillin 

Commissioners Absent 
David Abarr (excused), Keith Kolkow (excused) 

Staff Present 
Travis North, Planner I; Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Shelley Shultz, Administrative Assistant I 

Chair Ryals Called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance  6:06 
Chair Ryals led the pledge of allegiance.   

Business from the Public 
Bob Richardson introduced Travis North, Planner I, who will be filling in for Laura LaRoque while she is out. 
He also announced that he  had accepted a position with Oregon State University and his last day with the City 
would be October 15, 2018.  

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing    6:09 

Land Use File HI-15-18 
Historic Review of Substitute Materials to replace existing aluminum window sashes with Ultrex (pultruded fiberglass) windows 
sashes and Historic Review of Exterior Alteration to replace five sliding windows with one-over-one double-hung windows at 814 
7th Avenue SW. 

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:09. 

Declarations by the Commission 
Two site visits were reported by Commissioners LeSuer & Thomson. 

Staff Report  6:11 
Planner Travis North provided a verbal summary of case HI-15-18. Staff-proposed conditions of approval were 
included for the Commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 

Questions from the Commission 
None 
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Testimony from the Applicant 
Keith and Anne Bierwirth 814 7th Ave SW, thanked both Planners Laura LaRoque and Travis North for all 
their help with this project.  Mrs. Bierwirth stated that they feel the existing windows are not attractive or age 
appropriate, and new windows would give the home a much-needed facelift. 

Testimony  
None 

Chair Ryals closed the hearing  at 6:18 

Staff Response  
Thomson stated that she has seen this home and how “out of place” the windows appear, so she was quite 
delighted when she saw this application as the proposed windows are a much better choice for this home. 

Preston expressed concern that the trim match the rest of the home; Mr. Bierwirth indicated that was their 
intention.   

Chair Ryals re-opened hearing  at 6:21 for additional questions from Staff 

Commissioner McQuillin asked why the owners chose fiberglass over wood.  Mrs. Bierwirth said they initially 
chose wood, but after careful consideration, they decided fiberglass composite was more appropriate based 
upon maintenance and cost, and the material is paintable, very attractive, and will last longer.  McQuillin asked 
if the windows are paintable.  The Bierwirths said that “yes”. 

Chair Ryals closed hearing  at 6:27 

Discussion 6:26 
McQuillin encouraged the Bierwirth’s explore other options in wood windows before making their final 
decision. 

Motion 6:27 
Thomson moved to approve land use case HI-15-18 as conditioned in the September 26, 2018, Staff Report. 
Preston seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 5-0. 

Land Use File HI-17-18 6:30 
Historic Review of Exterior Alteration to replace the existing front porch flooring with Aeratis Traditions composite tongue and groove 
porch flooring material at 924 5th Avenue SW. 

Chair Ryals opened the public hearing at 6:30 

Declarations by the Commission 6:30 
Preston stated that he tried to recruit this house for Landmarks Commission Porch Tour earlier in the year and 
spoke to homeowners.  Thomson declared a site visit 

Staff Report  6:32 
Planner Travis North provided a verbal summary of case HI-17-18.  Staff-proposed conditions of approval 
were included for the Commission’s consideration (see agenda packet). 
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Questions from the Commission 6:33 
 McQuillin asked about the difference between using substitute material criteria and alterations.  Staff did not 
feel this met the criteria for substitute.  Preston asked about orientation of boards,  colors, paint, etc.  North 
stated there are no recommendations in staff report, but conditions can be applied to the decision.  McQuillin 
asked if it was a sandable or stainable material.  Preston said yes and recommended the use of a smooth material 
to more closely resemble wood. 

Testimony from the Applicant 6:37 
Matt Pyburn, general contractor, spoke on behalf of property owners.  He went over the scope of work and 
recommended materials.  Preston asked if the orientation of the boards would run perpendicular to front door to 
drain toward the front and if the drainage plain would remain the same;  Mr. Pyburn confirmed both and said the 
porch and stairs will be painted.  McQuillin asked how the porch came to be two separate parts with different 
materials.  Mr. Pyburn believes the porch to be original, but as repairs have been made, different materials have been 
used.  He stated the proposed product is a very good choice for the project.   

Testimony in Favor 6:43 
Property owner Ken Drake stated that he signed in but had nothing to add.  He asked where pictures of the 
home in the Staff Report were obtained.  North said they were from the Historic Resource Survey.  Preston 
stated that more pictures are available at the downtown museum and other places.   

Testimony – Neutral 6:44 
None 

Applicant Rebuttal 6:44 
None   

Staff Response 6:44 
None 

Procedural questions 6:44 
None 

Chair Ryals closed the hearing  at 6:45 

Discussion 6:45 
The commission recommended that the Notice of Decision include the condition that the  boards be painted 
and the orientation of boards run perpendicular to the entry. 

Motion  
Thomson moved to approve land use case HI-17-18 as conditioned in the September 26, 2018, Staff Report 
and per the discussion above (boards be painted and orientation of the boards run perpendicular to the entry). 
McQuillin seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 5-0. 

Other Business 
Thomson thanked Richardson for all his work and expertise working with LAC.  The commissioners expressed 
their appreciation and wished him the best of luck.  Richardson responded by thanking the Commissioners for 
all of their hard work and dedication as a team of volunteers. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE:  Wednesday, November 7, 2018 
 

Adjournment 6:50 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm.       
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Shelley Shultz Travis North 
Administrative Assistant I Planner I 
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