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CITY OF ALBANY 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL 

JOINT WORK SESSION 
Council Chambers 

Monday, May 7, 2018 
5:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa, Dick Olsen, Mike Sykes, Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson, Ray 
Kopczynski, Bill Coburn 

Councilors absent  

Commissioners present: Larry Tomlin, Dala Rouse, Roger Phillips, Cordell Post, Diane Hunsaker, Michael Koos, Daniel 
Sullivan 

Commissioners absent: Sue Goodman (excused), JoAnn Miller (excused), 

Staff Present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I; Kris Schendell, 
Code Compliance Officer; Marilyn Smith, Management Assistant/Public Information Officer; 
Jeff Blaine, P.E., Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director; Jorge 
Salinas, IT Director and Assistant City Manager 

Others Present:  Jessica Henson, Deputy City Attorney; Sean Kidd, City Attorney; Cathy Corliss, Angelo 
Planning Group; Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 5:33 

None 

ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS  

Expedited Land Divisions 5:35 

Bob Richardson, Planning Manager, gave a brief introduction of the proposed Development Code Amendments.  He 
explained the rules and procedures for expedited land divisions. 

Expedited Review of Qualifying, Affordable, Multi-family Developments 5:55 

Richardson explained the new standards that will go into effect regarding expedited review of qualifying, affordable, 
multi-family developments.  Rouse asked if there was any stipulation stating how long buildings had to remain affordable 
housing.  Richardson said there was not with respect to expedited land divisions.  Konopa said there were time stipulations 
if the property was considered a tax-credit property.   

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 6:05 

Owner-occupancy requirements for ADUs was discussed.  Kidd recommended against this due to requirements for 
reasonable regulations and possible legal challenges.  Konopa suggested adding stricter allowances to protect 
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neighborhoods.  Post pointed out that something not enforceable was not considered reasonable.  Johnson asked about 
manufactured homes.  Kidd stated that they would not be allowed if not already by the ADC.  Richardson pointed out the 
difficulty of enforcement.  Discussion ensued.  Konopa agreed that owner-occupancy would be difficult to enforce. 
Richardson stated he would move forward as proposed, striking out the requirement for owner-occupancy.   

Richardson moved on to talk about state guidelines regarding size requirements (see agenda packet).  Konopa had concerns 
about how many people would be occupying a dwelling with the proposed amendments regarding interior units along with 
concerns about parking.  Rouse asked about maximum lot coverage.  Discussion ensued about livability.  Richardson talked 
about maximum lot coverage in various zones along with setback standards that would limit where ADUs would be allowed 
to be built.  Konopa thought ADUs should have the same setbacks as the existing main structure and should not be allowed 
to be taller.  Richardson summed up the proposed size requirements for the amendments. 

Richardson gave a summary of the amendments regarding parking (see agenda packet).  Konopa expressed concerns about 
allowing on-street parking to count as a third space.  Kellum expressed disagreement.  Discussion ensued. 

Richardson gave an overview about proposed amendments versus current code language regarding detached ADU setbacks. 
Konopa stated that the setbacks needed to match the existing unit on the lot.  She suggested requiring a variance if the ADU 
was proposed to be different than the main structure.  Richardson stated that this would not be possible because it would 
not meet the standards.  Discussion about setbacks ensued.  Kidd recommended having ADU setbacks match the zone it 
will be built in and gave examples of enforcement.  Discussion ensued.   

Richardson reviewed the remaining proposed amendments (see agenda packet).  Konopa stated she thought ADUs should 
match the main unit in materials, color, and finish.  Coburn stated that he agreed.  Discussion ensued.   

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, Konopa adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Edie O’Neil Bob Richardson 
Administrative Assistant I Planning Manager 

Signature on file Signature on file


