
 

CITY TREE COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

3:00 p.m. 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 

Approved: September 20th, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Jim Smith Called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Kris Watts, Brenda Sterner, Jim Smith, Thomas Shrout, Jim Jansen   
 
Commissioners absent:  None 
 
Staff present: Emily Day, Natural Resources Specialist, Wayde Burrese, Park Maintenance 

II; Courtney Malloy, Clerk II 
 
Others present:   Theresa Sykes 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June 21, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Kris Watts moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Jim Smith 
seconded the motion, which passed 4-0.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
Theresa Sykes is a homeowner who requested and was denied a tree removal permit for a 50-60-foot Fir tree 
on her property at 2697 NW Poplar Street. Sykes stated that she felt the contractor who looked at the tree did 
not list all the major concerns and that the tree removal permit request should have been approved. Sykes 
stated that large limbs fall and get stuck in the gutter, the tree is starting to visibly lean, and pollen and sap 
cover the property. The commissioners recommended having an arborist come to Sykes’ home to look at the 
crown of the tree to check for damage and clean up the tree to minimize falling limbs. Natural Resources 
Specialist Emily Day explained that the next step for Sykes would be to obtain a second opinion from a 
certified arborist and then resubmit the permit removal request. 
 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Removing Sycamore Trees for Health  
 
Smith presented research to determine whether it is appropriate to remove Sycamore trees based on health 
claims. Smith presented research that determined it is not typical to be allergic to a species of tree, but rather it 
could be an allergy to something that blooms at the same time as the Sycamore tree. Smith indicated that it 
would be appropriate to remove the tree if the person claiming health implications had a Sycamore allergy test 
performed, and if the amount of collateral damage that would be done upon removal was looked at. 
Commissioner Thomas Shrout mentioned it is important to consider the severity of the allergy as well. 
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September 20, 2018 
 

 
BPA Treatments at Oak Creek Open Space  
 
Although the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s grant was not given, Bonneville Power Administration 
fulfilled their portion of the agreement for work to be done at oak Creek Open Space. They mowed 62 feet on 
either side of the power lines and access roads, and mulched English Hawthorns. They agreed to pay for the 
replacement of broken security gates and are obligated to maintain vegetation at certain heights near power 
lines. 
 
 
Old Mark Thomas Motor Building- Tree Replacement  
 
Main Auto Body purchased Old Mark Thomas Motor building. There are four Maples on either side of Fifth 
and Sixth Avenue SE which the city is allowing them to remove in the fall because the roots are lifting the 
sidewalk. Main Auto Body will be replanting in the winter with trees that are consistent with downtown street 
plants.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION  
 
Smith noted that from 53rd Avenue SW down to the bridge, a company doing sewer work mowed vegetation 
extremely low and widened some trails to get their equipment in. Smith wants the workers to be educated so 
that vegetation will not be destroyed for an extended period. He also noted that the same situation occurred at 
the trail starting at the Indian Mound and continuously west.  
Shrout inquired about whether two trees that were recently taken down near Oak Grove Elementary School 
had city tree removal approval. Day and Park Maintenance II Wayde Burrese had not heard anything about the 
trees. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, September 20, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Calapooia Room at Albany City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Watts adjourned the meeting at 3:57 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Courtney Malloy, 

Clerk II 


