
 

CITY TREE COMMISSION 
 

 

MINUTES 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 

3:00 p.m. 

Calapooia Room, City Hall 

Approved: October 18th, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Kris Watts called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Kris Watts, Brenda Sterner, Jim Smith, Thomas Shrout, Jim Jansen   
 
Commissioners absent:  None 
 
Staff present: Emily Day, Natural Resources Specialist, Wayde Burrese, Park Maintenance 

II; Courtney Malloy, Clerk II; Park and Facilities Operations Manager 
 
Others present:   None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
July 19, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Kris Watts moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Brenda 
Sterner seconded the motion, which passed 4-0.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
None 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Follow-up from July meeting  
 
Barnett wanted to answer some questions that were asked by the Commissioners at the end of July’s meeting. 
He stated that the trees that were taken down near Oak Grove Elementary School were most likely outside of 
city limits. Barnett noted that he talked to the supervisor of the company that did the sewer work from 53rd 
Avenue SW to the bridge about the issues with mowing vegetation and widening trails. Park Maintenance staff 
will provide the company a map highlighting sensitive areas to avoid a similar situation in the future. 
 
Heritage Tree Problem  
A cedar tree located at the corner of Ferry Street SW and 6th Avenue SW is causing concern for the homeowner 
due to a fallen branch on the home. An arborist came to evaluate the hazardous tree and will submit a report 
with his findings. The arborist will also be obtaining a 3-D image of the tree to determine if there is rotting 
inside. The tree has a value that makes it worth being assessed by an arborist at the cost of the city. 
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ATI/Fire at Simpson Park  
A fire from a metal explosion started at ATI and jumped the northern boundary of Simpson Park in early 
September. Twelve acres inside the conservation easement burned, and three acres of the park burned. It was 
noted that mostly brush burned, and this provides an opportunity to plant some native species in this area. 
There is interest from ATI to meet and start a restoration fund. 
 
Tree Code Violations 
At the corner of NW Arroyo Ridge Avenue and NW Broadway Street, multiple trees were cut down so that 
the lot would have a better view. The Tree Code states that more than four trees can not be cut at one time, 
but the code needs to be amended to give a specific timeframe for the number of trees allowed to be cut down 
in a certain amount of time. At 1404 Jefferson Street SE, some trees were cut in the city right of way. A certified 
letter was sent to the homeowner and the action will most likely result in a fine. 
 
Fall trimming for school buses 
Barnett sent the school district a letter asking for locations where tree trimming is needed for school bus 
clearance. 
 
Winter Planting 
Park Maintenance will be working on several winter tree planting projects including the second year of the 
Cascade Heights plan. They will be splitting the cost with the homeowner’s association. On Hill Street SE 
between the Boys & Girls Club and Queen Avenue SE, there are a few trees causing damage that Park 
Maintenance will take out and replace. There are also some trees that will be planted near the Mennonite 
Village and 21st Avenue SE. 
 
Slowing down city tree removals 
As Park Maintenance has spent much of their tree removal budget, removals will be slowed for the remainder 
of the year except for necessary removals. 
 
Fall uptick in private removals 
As fall nears and leaves begin falling, Barnett predicts an uptick in the tree removal permit requests. 
 
Partnership with Woodminds LLC 
Woodminds LLC will take wood from city property and will split the profits it makes from such wood with 
Albany Parks & Recreation. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION  
Jansen inquired who is replacing the damaged downtown trees. Barnett said that the original contractor would 
do the work. Jansen also noted that there is a compromised tree on Broadalbin Street SW between 7th and 8th 
Avenue SW that an arborist would be coming out to trim. 
 
Smith asked if Park Maintenance staff could clear areas of a trail north of 53rd Avenue SW. Barnett said that 
Day and Burrese would when they are available. Smith also asked if the trees that were supposed to be taken 
care of under the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board will still be taken care of despite the grant falling 
through. Barnett stated that there was no need to act on the trees immediately, but next fall and winter would 
be a good time to look back there to avoid swamp conditions. It was noted that the trees that were damaged 
from vandalism a few months ago were still the responsibility of the contractor until next year, when Park 
Maintenance will come and prune them themselves. 
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Jansen said that at the corner of Broadalbin Street SW and 9th Avenue SW, the homeowner planted two cherry 
trees where two diseased trees were removed. Staff will be happy to place tree watering bags on them next 
summer. 
  
Day is working with Smith to put out a notice for private parties and homeowners regarding removing and 
planting trees themselves. It was asked whether real estate agents inform buyers and sellers about the rules 
surrounding tree removal and planting. Barnett said that some do but he will have staff look into attending 
realtor meetings to explain the code. 
 
There was an inquiry about the trees removed near St. Mary’s Catholic Church on Ellsworth Street SW. Barnett 
said that they were given permission to remove them due to building safety concerns. 
Watts asked if the wetland green space in North Albany is city property, as there is a tree leaning and causing 
concern for a house to be hit for a second time. Staff will look and determine if it is a city tree or not. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday, October 18, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. in the Calapooia 
Room at Albany City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Watts adjourned the meeting at 4:07 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Courtney Malloy, 

Clerk II 


