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CITY OF ALBANY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Periwinkle Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, February 5, 2018 

10:00 a.m. 

MINUTES 

Commission Members Present: Chuck Kratch, Mark Taleff, Ron Green, Courtney Stubbs 

Commission Members Absent: Will Sheppy (excused) 

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst 

Others Present: Mark Pollack 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Green called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER 

Courtney Strubbs introduced herself to the Commission. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the October 16, 2017, meeting were approved 4-0.  

CITY COUNCIL REFERRAL: HILL STREET 

Irish announced that the City Council had requested that the TSC review speed concerns on Hill Street near the 

Boy’s and Girl’s Club and provide Council with a recommendation.  Council asked for the review based on 

concerns raised by Stephen Hodges, a resident on the street.  Irish distributed an email from Mr. Hodges describing 

his concerns, and then described the crash patterns along the road.  The Commission discussed potential treatments 

including: installation of an all-way stop, striping changes, establishment of a reduced speed school zone, 

pedestrian activated flashing lights, and radar feedback speed signs.  Irish described which options were possible 

under MUTCD guidelines and passed out a study from Bellevue, Washington, that described their experience with 

radar feedback signs.  The Commission agreed to review the data and information provided during this meeting, 

and schedule a meeting on March 5, 2018, to make a decision on a recommendation to Council. 

 

WEST THORNTON LAKE DRIVE 

Mark Pollack introduced himself as a resident of the West Thornton Lake neighborhood and described concerns 

residents had about speed issues on the road.  A petition has been circulating through the neighborhood, and 

discussions have been occurring with the Benton County Public Works Department.  Benton County has 

jurisdiction over the road, with the exception of the short section of road at the east end that was recently improved 

by the City with curb, gutter, and sidewalk.  The existing speed limit is 40 mph from North Albany Road west and 

increases to 55 mph about 4/10’s of a mile east of Scenic Drive.  Commissioner’s agreed that because the road is 

under Benton County jurisdiction, there was little formal action they could take.  Irish noted that Benton County is 

currently reviewing the speed limit on the road and planned on making a decision within the next couple of weeks 

about whether or not they are in support of making any changes. 

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Taleff described concerns about the lack of sidewalks and pedestrian improvements on 24th Avenue near Liberty 

School.  Irish noted that previous discussion had occurred around that issue with the School District, and the 

District also has plans for improvements to West Albany High School that could impact the street.  The 

Commission asked that this topic be placed on the next agenda for discussion. 
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Green brought up a concern about the new subdivision being constructed on the north side of Water Avenue at Hill 

Street and wondered if the section of Hill Street between Water and First Avenues would need to be changed back 

to a two-way street.  Irish noted that the change to a one-way street was intended to allow for diagonal parking in 

front of the brewery, and there were no current plans to change that section back to a two-way street. 

Kratch asked that staff report back on the status of previous decisions made by the Commission.  As an example, he 

wondered if the stop sign changes to the Davidson neighborhood approved by the Commission on October 16, 

2017, had taken place.  Irish noted the stop sign changes had been installed as directed by the Commission and 

agreed to provide the Commission with status updates on Commission decisions in the future. 

Kratch asked if staff had obtained the traffic counts recently taken by ODOT or if they were available online.  Irish 

indicated they were online and agreed to provide the web address. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 5, 2018.  

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Signature on File 

 
Ronald G. Irish 

Transportation Systems Analyst 


