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   BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 
City Hall, Periwinkle Room 
333 Broadalbin Street SW 

January 22, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Commission Members Present: Rob Bornheimer, Ann Ketter, Lori Fluge-Brunker, Terry Virnig, 
Jim Lawrence 

Commission Members Absent: Tim McCloud (excused) 

Staff Present: Ron Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst 

Others Present: Mark Siddall, Steph Nappa, Johnny Scott Van Ras, Justin Peterson, 
Elizabeth Sonstegaard, Gary Krysztopik 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by vice-chair Virnig at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from November 27, 2018, were approved by a 5 to 0 vote with one correction to a spelling 
error.  

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Mark Siddall discussed a pedestrian crash that occurred on the Highway 99E overpass near the train station. 
He wondered if anything could be done, such as new signs, to make the crossing safer. Irish noted that 99E is 
part of the state highway system and offered to pass the concern on to the Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT). 

WAVERLY DRIVE 

Irish discussed the status of an engineering study currently being developed to analyze the need for a reduced 
speed school zone on Waverly Drive next to South Albany High School (SAHS). An existing school zone 
currently runs the length of the SAHS frontage, some residents have questioned if it should be reduced or 
eliminated, and Council has referred the issue to the Traffic Safety Commission. This commission also has a 
role in reviewing pedestrian issues, so Irish would like to be able to provide Council with its 
recommendations on the topic as well.   

Commission members reviewed and discussed information that included: pedestrian counts, traffic volume 
and speed, existing pedestrian crossing improvements, road geometry, and crash history. At the end of the 
discussion there was not a consensus reached regarding a preferred recommendation to Council. The five 
commission members present were split between recommendations to: 

• Retain the existing reduced speed school zone “as is.”
• Accept the recommendation of the engineering study to reduce the length of the school zone.
• Retain the existing school zone length but convert the 20-mph reduction to “when flashing”

operation.
• Eliminate the school zone altogether.
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NATIONAL BIKE MONTH RIDE 

Elizabeth Sonstegaard talked to the Commission about plans that the Parks Department had for a bike event 
and ride in May. She asked if the Commission might be interested in helping to support an organized ride 
somewhere in town. Commissioners expressed interest in participating, and Sonstegaard said she would get 
back in touch when more details about the event were known. 

BIKE FRIENDLY CITY APPLICATION 

Irish noted that the City’s renewal application would not be completed in time for the February 2019 
application deadline and that the following deadline is August 2019.   

BIKE FAIR PLANNING 

Commissioners selected a date of either June 15, 2019, or June 22, 2019, for the Bike Fair event. The Bike 
Fair event will be finalized after coordination with the Farmers Market. Commissioners requested that the 
next meeting agenda include a topic for discussion of the Walk event and suggested a scavenger hunt theme. 
Discussion concerning the Bike Fair event included the need for early development of an event flyer and 
setting up a way to accept sponsor donations through the Parks Department. 

ALBANY WALK PLANNING 

Ann Ketter discussed the status of planning for the Albany walk event. A date of April 27, 2019, has been 
selected and coordinated with the Farmers Market. The theme will be similar to last years “Albany Rock” 
event.   

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Lawrence suggested that installation of sharrows would be helpful on the Ellsworth Street bridge. Irish noted 
that the bridge is under ODOT jurisdiction, and ODOT would need to approve the installation. ODOT 
declined a similar request several years ago. Albany’s TSP does not identify a project to install sharrows on 
the bridge; it does include a project for them on Lyon and Ellsworth, and that was one reason ODOT agreed 
to their recent installation on those streets. Irish suggested the best approach might be for interested 
commissioners to make the suggestion directly to ODOT on ODOT’s website. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will occur on February 26, 2019.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald G. Irish 
Transportation Systems Analyst 

Signature on File
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