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    BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Periwinkle Room 

  333 Broadalbin Street SW 

June 25, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 
Commission Members Present: Ann Ketter, Lori Fluge-Brunker, Terry Virnig, Justin Peterson, Rob 

Bornheimer, Tim McCloud 

Commission Members Absent: Jim Lawrence 

Staff Present: Ron Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst 

Others Present: Steph Nappa, Hasso Herring, Sid Shoaf, Ashton Burris 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Virnig at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the May 28, 2019 meeting were approved unanimously.  

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Hasso Hering noted that the audio recordings of meeting were often difficult to understand.  Members 
sometimes speak softly and often talk over each other.  The tape will often also pick up ambient noise from 
the room.  Hasso also mentioned that Oregon has recently passed a bill that will allow cyclists to treat stop 
signs as yield signs.  Hasso also discussed the Ellsworth Street bridge and conflicts between cyclists, 
pedestrians, and vehicles.  He wondered if the Commission could consider possible improvements.  

Jim Lawrence arrived at 7:16 p.m.  

Irish noted that the bridge was an ODOT facility and that the types of changes they were willing to consider 
regarding striping and mode assignments were limited.  There is a conceptual plan the city has considered in 
the past that would modify the Lyon Street bridge to add a two-way multi-use path to that bridge. 

Hasso suggested that improvements were needed near the Queen/Geary intersection to allow for improved 
movements along the Periwinkle Creek multiuse path. 

Steph Nappa indicated that COG staff was available and remained interested in assisting with the bike fair 
event. 

ALBANY BIKE FAIR PLANNING 

Chair McCloud asked about possible dates to reschedule the bike fair event.  Several dates were discussed, 
with the decision being made to target a September subject to confirmation with the Farmers Market. 
 
Irish and McCloud will meet with the Park’s Foundation in July to discuss the Commission’s interest in 
becoming eligible to accept tax free donations for sponsorship of local bike and walk events 
 
McCloud has collected several used bikes and noted that they could be used for a bike swap during the event. 
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DISCUSSION OF BICYCLE FACILITY DEISGN TOPICS REFERRED BY COUNCIL 

Irish noted that Virnig had received and forwarded an inquiry from Councilor Kellum asking that the 
Commission consider four issues.  Irish provided a brief response to questions and noted that the 
Commission could choose to evaluate any or all of the issues in more depth in subsequent meetings.  The 
questions and responses were: 
 

• Are bicycles required to ride in a bike lane when one is provided on a street?  The Oregon Vehicle Code is a bit 
ambiguous on this topic.  It includes sections that say cyclists should ride in bike lanes, but also 
includes several exceptions.  One of those exceptions says the entire section regulating cycling in bike 
lanes only applies in jurisdictions where the road authority has held public hearings declaring specific 
bike lanes as safe facilities.  Albany has not done that. 

• Is there a published list of rules of the road for bicycling available for Albany bicyclists?  ODOT publishes a 
guideline for cyclists covering the rules of the road. 

• Given the number of bicycles on the street (who do not pay for the road), is the cost of bicycle lanes worthwhile?  
Whether or not the benefits of bike lanes justify the cost is a subjective evaluation.  State law requires 
that bike facilities be installed when arterial and collector roads are constructed or reconstructed. 

• In reference to #3, why not sharrows instead of lanes in streets especially low speed or low traffic/bicycle density?  The 
City does use sharrows instead of bike lanes in two types of situations:  collector streets with volumes 
less than 3,000 ADT and 25 mph speed limits, and arterial and collector streets with volumes higher 
than 3,000 ADT when installation of bike lanes in not feasible because of space constraints. 

 
The Commission was interested in receiving further information and having additional discussion at a future 
meeting concerning the first topic.  
  
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
McCloud asked about the missing curb return at Broadalbin and 1st.  Irish said the problem was related to a 
building basement that extended into the sidewalk and was close to being resolved. 
 
Virnig asked about the timing of traffic signal installation at Crocker Lane and Gibson Hill Road.  Irish said 
the construction had been pushed back to next summer due to right of way acquisition issues and discussions 
with Benton County to expand the project to include additional sidewalk. 
 
McCloud asked about the status of bike lane markings at the gore point on Knox Butte Road just west of I-5.  
Irish noted that it was a multi-agency issue at a location outside the city limits and UGB. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 

July 23, 2019  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ronald G. Irish 
Transportation Systems Analyst 


