
 

CITY OF ALBANY 

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019, 7:00 p.m.  

Periwinkle Room, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 

Approved: November 19, 2019 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by vice-chair Virnig at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Terry Virnig, Justin Peterson, Rob Bornheimer, Ann Ketter, and Lori Fluge-
Brunker 

Commissioners absent: Jim Lawrence 

Staff present: Ron Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst 

Others present: Hasso Hering 

ELECTION OF NEW CHAIR 

Terry Virnig was elected Chair, and Rob Bornheimer was elected vice-chair 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the August 27, 2019, meeting were approved unanimously with one text correction.     

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Hasso Hering indicated that he was attending to listen to the discussion about green bike lanes and requirements 
to ride in bike lanes.  

Commissioners discussed the relationship between wrong way riding and enforcement action. Also, mentioned 
was a recent issue that occurred in Corvallis and the commission’s interest in starting a discussion with the 
Albany Police Department (APD).  Irish said he would invite a representative from APD to the next 
commission meeting. 

ALBANY BIKE FAIR EVENT RECAP 

Commissioners agreed that the event went well and was a success.  Dates have been coordinated with the 
Farmers’ Market for next year’s event.  Council of Government (COG) staff were extremely helpful; some of 
the supplies they provided will be available for next year’s event.  Next year’s Bike Fair is scheduled for August 
29, 2020.  The walk event is scheduled for May 2, 2020.  

GREEN BIKE LANE MARKING DISCUSSION 

Irish described two locations that are planned for installation of green bike lanes. Both involve Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) grant projects.  One will be an intersection along the Madison Street 
corridor between Eighth and Second Avenue. Green bike lane marking will be striped across intersections to 
alert drivers at stop signs to the potential for conflicts with cyclists on the through road.   

The other green bike lane location will be on the Queen Avenue approaches to Geary Street.  The green striping 
will be used to identify conflict points at the beginning of designated right turn lanes.  
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REQUIREMENT TO RIDE IN BIKE LANE DISCUSSION 

Irish noted that this topic had been referred by a City Councilor. There is a state statute that requires cyclists 
to use a bike lane if one is provided, but its application is ambiguous at best.  There are exceptions for situations 
that include a cyclist wanting to turn left, debris in the bike lane, and other factors.  There is also an “opt-in” 
clause in the statute in that it is only enforceable if a road authority has held a public hearing and designated 
the specific bike lane as being a safe facility.  Irish had checked with ODOT Active Transportation staff, and 
they were unaware of any jurisdictions in Oregon that had gone through the public hearing process needed to 
cite cyclists for not riding in a bike lane. 

Commissioners discussed a variety of issues related to the topic including: would adding a requirement to use 
a bike lane encourage or discourage cycling;  would there be a safety benefit; how cumbersome would it be to 
designate safe bike facilities at public hearings; would it be difficult for APD to enforce; and is riding in a bike 
lane a higher priority for enforcement than activities like wrong way riding or cycling at night without lights. 

The consensus of the commission was they did not want to make a recommendation to Council to enact a 
requirement that cyclists have to use a bike lane, but did want to encourage educational efforts on the part of 
the City and APD.  

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 

Commissioners expressed some interest in participating in the Parks & Recreation Department’s effort to 
update the Park’s Master Plan and identified cycling and pedestrian facilities.  Irish will contact the Parks & 
Recreation Department and let them know of the commission’s interest. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2019.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Signature on File 
 
Ronald G. Irish 
Transportation Systems Analyst  


