
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 
Approved: April 17, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Rich Catlin, David Abarr, Bill Coburn, James Dufour, Sam Flande, Alex 

Johnson, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Dick Olsen, Mark Spence, Mike Sykes, 
and Sharon Konopa (joined by telephone at 5:18 p.m.) 

 
Advisory Board Members Absent: Russ Allen, Maura Wilson 
   
ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
Member Dick Olsen nominated Rich Catlin for Chair, and Member Mark Spence seconded the nomination. There being 
no other nominations, Rich Catlin was unanimously elected Chair.  
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
 
Olsen nominated Spence for Vice Chair, and Member Bessie Johnson seconded the nomination.  There being no other 
nominations, Mark Spence was unanimously elected Vice Chair. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
November 28, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Member Bill Coburn moved to approve the minutes as presented.  B. Johnson seconded the motion, and it 
passed 12-0.   
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:19 p.m. 

Lise Grato, Executive Director of the Albany Downtown Association, expressed appreciation to the Board for purchasing 
the Wells Fargo property.  The ADA considers the property to be a key location in the downtown and appreciates this 
step to ensure the future of the space is in keeping with goals for the downtown area.     

Electric vehicle charging stations 5:21 p.m. 

Economic Development Coordinator Sophie Dykast gave a presentation on a potential opportunity for the Board to 
participate in developing Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations within the CARA district.  The presentation included 
information about the steadily rising and rapidly evolving EV industry, limitations posed by the absence of a reliable 
network of charging facilities in Oregon, opportunities for charging locations in Albany, potential startup costs, cost 
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sharing strategies, and a grant opportunity through Pacific Power for capital expenses.  Staff suggested that the opportunity 
to facilitate EV charging stations in the downtown area would fit within the goals and objectives of CARA and other 
downtown planning efforts, support market rate housing, encourage local commerce, and provide an amenity that 
promotes downtown Albany.  Charging station users would have time to eat, shop, and play while they wait for a charge, 
and there are opportunities for corporate branding.  A successful grant application would cover up to 100 percent of 
purchase and installation costs. Operations and maintenance costs, electricity costs, and network fees could potentially be 
passed on to the user or mitigated through partnerships. If the Board wishes to proceed, next steps would include working 
with an expert to assist in site selection, equipment procurement, installation, and network negotiations.   

Member Rich Kellum noted that other charging stations in town were paid for by local businesses, that there are no gas 
stations downtown, and that the Code discourages automotive businesses downtown.  He does not believe that it is the 
responsibility of CARA or the City to provide this attraction for businesses downtown when it is not provided for the 
rest of Albany.   

Spence noted that a charging station would direct and attract I-5 travelers to the downtown area where they would likely 
shop or eat while charging; he believes that consideration should be given to this return on investment. 

Discussion followed regarding existing charging stations in Albany, the types of charging stations available, and the 
potential of using a charging network which would provide usage data, reporting, tech support and monitoring.  Staff 
noted that networks work with owners to determine a plan for how much to charge users, and that charging stations can 
be self-sustaining.  In response to questions from the Board, staff provided additional information about the grant 
opportunity and explained that they would rely on an expert consultant to help prepare the application. 

Coburn said that this it may be worthwhile to pursue this because of the grant opportunity and the ability to charge users 
for the service.  Several members expressed agreement.    

MOTION: Coburn moved to direct staff to continue looking into the project and bring back more information. B. 
Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 8-4 with Flande, A. Johnson, Kellum, and Sykes voting no. 

Wells Fargo updates                                                                                                                                          6:04 p.m.  

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry requested feedback from the Board regarding potential next steps for 
development of the Wells Fargo building and adjacent lot.  Options include putting the building on the open market or 
placing more specific boundaries on new uses for the building which could be considered on a competitive basis. Staff 
suggested that the property be parceled with the parking area to remain in public ownership in order to preserve flexibility.  
In discussion, staff provided information about the building and site, and the Board discussed potential future uses and 
benefits to the downtown area.   

Kellum suggested that proposals should be entertained for both the building and the parking area, and that no specific 
boundaries should be placed at this time.  Member Sharon Konopa said this is a rare opportunity to keep that parking 
area in City ownership, and she would like to entertain proposals for the building only.  Sherry noted that both options 
could be explored to see what proposals come in.  Discussion followed. 

MOTION:  A. Johnson moved to have staff engage with a commercial relator to explore opportunities for the building 
and/or the parking lot.  Flande seconded the motion. 

Member Dick Olsen wanted to delay this action until the parking study results were received.    
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The motion passed 8-4, with Abarr, Konopa, Olsen, and Spence voting no. 

Staff updates and issues    6:34 p.m. 

There were no further staff updates or issues. 

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD        6:34 p.m. 

None. 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) 

The Board recessed to Executive Session at 6:34 p.m. 

RECONVENE 

The Board reconvened at 7:12 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Catlin adjourned the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 

Signature on File     Signature on File 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry 
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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