
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 
Approved: June 19, 2019  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Spence called the meeting to order at 5:17 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Advisory Board Members Present: Rich Catlin (arrived at 5:26 p.m.), David Abarr, Bill Coburn, Sam Flande, Rich 

Kellum, Dick Olsen, Russ Allen, Mike Sykes, James Dufour, Mark Spence, 
Maura Wilson, and Sharon Konopa  

 
Advisory Board Members Absent: Alex Johnson II and Bessie Johnson  
   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
April 17, 2019 
 
MOTION:  Member Rich Kellum moved to approve the minutes as presented. Member James Dufour seconded the 
motion, and it passed 12-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 5:18 p.m. 

None. 

Wells Fargo Site Development and Sale Process Discussion 5:18 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry noted that he would address questions about the process of steps moving 
forward with the sale of the property located at 300 W First Avenue. The property was listed publicly after the April 
Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) Advisory Board meeting. There are no new offers at this point.  

Sherry reminded the board that they will need to consider proposal for the purpose of urban renewal, rather than highest 
offer. Sherry outlined the purpose of urban renewal and criteria for proposals. Sherry stated that he will target June 19, 
the date of the next CARA Advisory Board meeting, to recommend an intent to sell the property. Based on a 
recommendation from CARA, the Albany Revitalization Agency (ARA) could vote on an intent sell. Once the ARA makes 
that decision, the details of the contract can still be negotiated.  

Member Rich Catlin arrived at 5:26 p.m. 

Sherry asked the board for direction about the information they would need to make a recommendation to sell the 
property on June 19. Sherry noted that during the closing period a development agreement will need to be established, 
which will include use of the parking lot. The details of the use of parking can still be negotiated during closing.  
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Member Bill Coburn noted that he wanted to hear from Parking Consultant Rick Williams before making a 
recommendation. Sherry said that the parking consultant will not be ready to make a recommendation until the end of 
the summer. Coburn added that he did not feel there is an urgent reason to sell the building.  

Member Dick Olsen asked why the building must be sold so quickly. Member Sharon Konopa said the board should act 
before developers lose interest. Olsen said a parking strategy is critical to downtown. At this point they still do not have a 
clear strategy.  Konopa said she agreed that the City should retain ownership of the parking area. Konopa said the building 
should have an attractive exterior that will bring energy into downtown. It will need to be something unique that will 
attract visitors. Konopa added that she would like the architecture to compliment the architecture of other buildings 
downtown.  

Member Rich Kellum said he was concerned about making a decision about development before they know the details of 
the plan for the property. Member Mark Spence asked Sherry why he is targeting June 19 to initiate the recommendation 
process, and about the intent to sell and approval of development plan. Sherry answered that there is a risk of losing offers 
from developers in the private sector who may move on to other projects if the board delays.  

Kellum asked how that addresses his concerns about development proposals. Sherry said the board will need to evaluate 
how well the proposal meets the goal of urban renewal, the capacity of the development team to fulfill their development 
plan, and the negotiation of the development plan during the closing period. The development agreement includes 
specifics about site use and parking.  

Kellum said he is concerned about not knowing the details of the costs involved.  

Spence said the question is if the board wants to be as clear and prompt as possible for a private developer, or does the 
board want to delay the decision. Spence added that he is interested in hearing proposals before developers lose interest 
in the project. Sherry noted that the potential for use of CARA monies as part of the project can be stipulated in the 
development agreement.  

Member Russ Allen asked if the development proposals for the award of sale will be presented in a public meeting. Sherry 
said it is not necessary to present the proposals in an executive session. Allen said time might be saved if staff reviewed 
proposals and brought recommendations before the board. Sherry said staff has been filtering proposals before they are 
presented to the board.  

Coburn said he would like the parking consultant to advise the board on the use of the property. Sherry said he would 
discuss the use of the property with the parking consultant and report back to the board on June 19. Discussion followed 
about parking.  

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD        5:39 p.m. 

Kellum asked if the board approves of continuing to provide CARA funding as part of the salary for a code enforcement 
officer. City Manager Peter Troedsson said the position is funded through the next biennium. Kellum said he’d like to 
hear a report to get more information about the funding. 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) 

The Board recessed to Executive Session at 5:43 p.m. 
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RECONVENE 

The Board reconvened at 5:51 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

Wednesday, June 19, 2019 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no further business, Catlin adjourned the meeting at 5:52 p.m. 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 

Signature on File     Signature on File      

Allison Grove     Seth Sherry 
Administrative Assistant I (Confidential)  Economic Development Manager 
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