
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, July 17, 2019 

Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 
Approved: August 21, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice-Chair Mark Spence called the meeting to order at 5:16 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Members David Abarr, James Dufour, Sam Flande, Mark Spence, and Maura Wilson; and City 

Councilors Bill Coburn, Alex Johnson II, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Mike Sykes, Dick Olsen, and 
Mayor Sharon Konopa. 

 
Members Absent: Chair Rich Catlin and Russ Allen were excused.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
June19, 2019 
 
Member Sam Flande moved to approve the minutes as presented. Member Rich Kellum seconded the motion, and it 
passed 12-0. 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 5:17 p.m. 

None. 

WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE 5:17 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry reported that staff have received several design proposals for a buildable 
design package on Water Avenue between Washington Street and Main Street. Staff has issued a letter of intent to 
negotiate a contract with a firm from Portland called Walker Macy. The proposed contract will be brought to the board 
for consideration at the August meeting. The intent is to award a contract by September. The proposed timeline for the 
project is about a year.  

Member Dick Olsen asked when the board would be able to review proposed design plans. Sherry answered that once a 
contract is awarded the vendor will create plans for review.  

Member Sharon Konopa asked if the street design needs to be changed. Sherry said very little needs to be changed. Sherry 
shared how Walker Macy was selected by staff.  

Member Mark Spence asked about the nature of the proposals. Sherry said the proposals will detail design style. 

DOWNTOWN PARKING STUDY WORKGROUP 5:23 p.m. 

Rick Williams shared information about the downtown parking study in a report (see agenda packet) and in a PowerPoint 
(see agenda file).  
 
Konopa noted that employees should park in designated areas.  
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City Manager Peter Troedsson asked if the enforcement for the pay-for-parking system takes up a large portion of 
resources. Williams said that enforcement should pay for itself. If a parking fund is established, it should include four 
items: labor, revenue, labor for enforcement, and revenue for enforcement. The cost of labor should be divided by the 
average number of tickets issued in a year.  
 
Troedsson asked if paying for parking is discouraging in revitalizing downtown and attracting visitors. Williams said if the 
downtown parking is over 85 percent occupied, the risk of paying for parking goes down. Williams explained about a 
parking enterprise fund.  
 
Albany Downtown Association Executive Director Lise Grato asked if the term visitor means people from out of town. 
Williams said the definition of visitor is anyone who comes downtown for a short-term stay.  
 
Grato asked about parking gate programming. Williams shared methods of counting parking.   
 
Sherry asked if the days chosen to collect parking data affect the results of the study. Williams said the margin of error is 
very small.  
 
Williams asked if the guiding principles can be posted to the City website. The group agreed that the principles should be 
posted on the website.  
 
Konopa asked if weather can be a factor in parking occupancy. Williams answered it shouldn’t influence the data because 
both days data was collected had very mild weather.  
 
Spence stated that only a portion of the area surveyed is considered downtown parking. Williams said the data will be 
further broken down by areas within the study zone.  
 
Member David Abarr asked how an increase in downtown residences would affect parking. Williams said to encourage 
residential living downtown, the City will need to work with developers to establish a minimum parking requirement.  
 
Sherry asked if demand and supply has been quantified, are you able to tell how a proposed development would affect 
parking? Williams said yes. Discussion followed about residential occupancy. 
 
Member Alex Johnson II said he is concerned about the safety of employees who will have to walk to parking at night. 
Williams said that is a question of policy.  
 
Williams stated that he would like to bring a strategy draft for consideration in September. Following that we would host 
a public forum. Williams explained the kind of information that will be included in the next report.  
 
Member Maura Wilson asked how the data was collected. Williams said data was collected on foot.  
 
Spence asked how residential density can be created while maintaining off-street parking? Williams said that goes back to 
parking planning and economic development.  
 
Olsen asked if all the parking will be surface parking. Williams answered that as development occurs parking structures 
would be created. The City plans how developers incorporate their parking for residential structures.  
 
Landmarks Advisory Commission member Bill Ryals asked if a parking lot could be multi-purpose. Williams said yes.  
 
Kellum asked why it is the responsibility of government to make parking for downtown. Williams said that is a question 
of policy.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 7:27 p.m. 

Sykes said he felt the information under the Downtown Parking Workgroup agenda item could have been better 
summarized. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 p.m.  

 

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
 

Signature on file     Signature on file 

Allison Grove     Seth Sherry  
Administrative Assistant I (Confidential)  Economic Development Manager 
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