
 
 

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

Council Chambers, Albany City Hall 
Approved: November 13, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Rich Catlin called the meeting to order at 5:17 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Members David Abarr, Rich Catlin, James Dufour, Sam Flande, Mark Spence; and City Councilors Bill 

Coburn, Alex Johnson II, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Mike Sykes, Dick Olsen, and Mayor Sharon 
Konopa 

 
Members Absent: Members Russ Allen and Maura Wilson were excused 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
August 21, 2019 
 
MOTION:  Member Bessie Johnson moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Member Alex Johnson II seconded 
the motion, and it passed 11-0 with Member Mark Spence abstaining.   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 5:18 p.m. 

Sharon Enger, Operations Officer for Mercy House International, doing business as 1st Hand Seconds, distributed and 
reviewed information about the organization and a rendering of potential improvements for its new building at 411 Second 
Avenue (see agenda file). The organization intends to present a proposal for CARA assistance to restore the front of the 
building back to what it might have looked like in 1929.  

Jeff Blackburn, Executive Director of CHANCE, distributed photos and information regarding the building at 231 Lyon 
Street (see agenda file).  CHANCE has purchased the historic building for its new headquarters and intends to present a 
request for CARA funds to help restore the building to what it was in 1908. CHANCE has committed to waive the 
nonprofit tax deferment on the building for at least five years.  

Keith Lohse, Executive Director of the Albany Regional Museum, 136 Lyon Street S, reviewed the work and mission of 
the organization. He reviewed improvements made to the interior of the building and advised that a proposal will come 
before the CARA Board to address preservation issues and bring the historic building back to its original look.   

Scott Lepman, 100 Ferry Street, commented that street improvements would enhance the neighborhood and downtown 
area but would not increase the assessed value of the district.  He briefly described three projects he has planned within 
the urban renewal district. Any proposal he brings forward for these projects will be in the form of an interest rate buy 
down plan, not a loan or grant. There was brief discussion. 

WATER AVENUE DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSION WITH WALKER MACY 5:45 p.m. 

Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry introduced Chelsea McCann from Walker Macy and Kalin Schmoldt from 
JLA Public Involvement.  
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McCann gave a presentation which included examples of work done in other communities and ways the firm proposes to 
approach the Waterfront Corridor design and engineering project. Goals are to build upon the work done to date, create 
a cohesive design, engage with the community, improve access, and support CARA goals and objectives.  

Schmoldt reviewed the public outreach and engagement strategies, noting the goal is to build community ownership of 
this legacy project. 

Member Rich Kellum asked how the public participation strategies have worked in other locations. Schmoldt described 
ways the firm encourages participation and works to ensure that one voice does not dominate the conversation. 

Member Mark Spence said he would like a better sense of the value added to the district from this expenditure. McCann 
said that the goal is to have a desirable place for development. Sherry added that he has heard from property developers 
who are excited about the planned improvements. 

Catlin asked about the possibility of reducing the scope of the project to lower the expenditure. Sherry commented that 
this is an opportunity to plan for the area in a comprehensive way so improvements will flow together even if development 
is done in phases.  

Member Dick Olsen asked whether the contract can be terminated if the city is not happy with the results. Sherry said it 
would be appropriate to terminate the contract if the deliverables were not being met. 

Johnson II asked how many subcontractors in the proposal are from Albany. McCann said that one of the twelve subs is 
from Albany. The team is formed of firms that Walker Macy has worked with successfully on other projects.   

Johnson II referred to 2.9 of the resolution and asked whether the CARA Advisory Board should be added to the list of 
those who will give input. Sherry explained that the board will be involved in the process 

Johnson II invited Rebecca Bond to give her thoughts.   

Rebecca Bond, Executive Director of the Albany Visitors Association, spoke briefly in support of the proposed 
improvements and increased public investment opportunities that will result from better access to the river.   

In discussion about CARA’s financial situation, Sherry noted that Nick Popenuk from Tiberius Solutions is expected to 
present a financial review at the November board meeting. 

Olsen said he wants to receive the financial report and information about a potential parking garage before committing 
to this expenditure.  

MOTION:  Johnson II moved to recommend that the ARA execute the contract.  Johnson seconded the motion, and it 
passed 10-2 with Olsen and Abarr voting no.   

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 7:13 p.m. 

None. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m.  

Submitted by,     Reviewed by, 
Signature on File     Signature on File 

Teresa Nix     Seth Sherry  
Recorder     Economic Development Manager 
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