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Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Approved: March 18, 2019 

 

Commissioners Present  
Paula Matano, Chris Equinoa, Meagan Harsen, Dick Olsen, Joann Zimmer, Karen Cardosa, Sharon Konopa, 
Melissa Murphy, Tara Dixson (arrived at 12:10 pm) 

Commissioners Absent 
Daniel Sullivan (excused) 

Staff Present 
Anne Catlin, Planner III; Shelley Shultz, Administrative Assistant I 

Chair Zimmer opened the meeting at 12:05 pm  

Election of Chair and Vice Chair              12:06 pm 
Commissioner Equinoa made a motion to appoint Joann Zimmer as Chair and Karen Cardosa as Vice Chair; 
Commissioner Matano seconded.  Commissioner Cardosa said she would be willing to serve as Chair next year.  
A vote was taken, the motion passed 9-0. 

Approval of Minutes                12:08 pm 
Equinoa moved to approve the January 28, 2019, minutes as presented; Commissioner Dixson seconded.  A 
vote was taken, the motion passed 9-0. 

Scheduled Business                12:11 pm 
Zimmer stated that she was formerly on the board of Jackson Street Youth Center, so she recused herself from 
voting on that issue. 

Mayor Konopa stated that she is on the Cascade West Council of Government board, so she recused herself 
from that voting on that issue. 

Catlin reminded everyone about the Annual Training for Citizen Advisory Groups that the City is offering next 
week and encouraged all to attend.   

Economic Opportunity Grant, Oregon Home Grown Foods          12:15 pm 
Catlin gave an overview of Oregon Home Grown Foods and their needs.  Equinoa commented on how 
comprehensive and well done their application is.  Matano said their marketing numbers are on point.  Zimmer 
commented on their willingness to work with other small businesses as a collaborative effort.  Commissioner 
Murphy said that she referred the applicant to another funding source and would be more inclined to approve 
this request if the applicant secures other funding, saying that it looks like a great project with proper funding.  
Murphy explained that funders don’t loan on buildings that are not owned by the applicant.  The Central Albany 
Revitalization Area agency (CARA) may not award funds on this project because the building in question 
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already has received funds.  Catlin said the best use of the CDBG funds would be for rent and overhead.  
Equinoa made a motion to award $8,000 contingent on the award of additional funding or the ability to confirm 
it is secured; Matano seconded.  Dixson asked if a stipulation like this has been made before, Equinoa and 
Catlin responded affirmatively.  Catlin will talk to the applicant about the ability to expand her business and 
address specific questions before the next meeting.  After much discussion, Equinoa suggested tabling this 
motion for a future meeting.   

Public Services Applicants and Grants Evaluation           12:35 pm 
Total allocation should be approximately $60,000; this amount will be adjusted once the City receives the 2019 
allocation, and awards would be adjusted proportionately.  Konopa expressed concern about agencies becoming 
reliant on these grant funds; the intention is not to become a continual source of income to them. She spoke 
on behalf of herself and the police department to emphasize the greatest need and biggest impact on our local 
community comes from the shelters – Albany Helping Hands, Jackson Street Youth Shelter and Signs of 
Victory Mission.  They provide such essential services in addressing homelessness in our community.  Equinoa 
commented on Helping Hands’ and Signs of Victory’s poor responses on the applications.  Murphy made the 
connection that if they can’t fill in an application properly, how can they run an effective operation?  Konopa 
said the two shelters face challenges with their clientele; they are doing a job no one else wants to do in a 
different environment than a typical agency, so the commission should consider their limitations.  Catlin 
acknowledged resources are limited, they need computers, training, and assistance with reporting.   Zimmer 
said that from a professional point of view, neither application was acceptable, but suggested that perhaps some 
funding could be held back for equipment or training.  Equinoa feels they should be held to the same standard 
as everyone else.   
 
Murphy asked if the grant can be contingent on specific requirements. Konopa asked if it was fair to only award 
funds to agencies that have administrative staff that can present a professional application, or can we accept 
what they have to offer with limited resources?  Councilor Olsen suggested they get help with future grant 
writing.  Murphy was more concerned with operating properly on a day to day basis.  Discussion ensued 
regarding administrative leadership, agencies abilities, assistance needed to comply with the grant requirements. 
Catlin expressed concern with both shelters’ ability to comply with federal regulations but is willing to work 
with both to help them meet requirements.   

Discussion followed on the merits of each of public services application.  Konopa expressed concern with 
Community Outreach, as they are a Corvallis-based organization; she would prefer to keep funds local.  
Although they do not have a local shelter, Equinoa said they serve Linn County residents.  Catlin said they have 
trained counsellors that help people move out of homelessness.  Konopa said Albany shelters serve non-
residents. It was noted that COI can apply for Corvallis CDBG funds.   

Commissioners ranked the applications on the whiteboard (see picture in agenda file). 

Due to time, the discussion on public services grant awards and allocations will be carried over to the next 
meeting.   

Business From The Commission                1:25 pm 
Murphy asked about tiny home movement; Catlin said there are efforts underway by private citizens but was 
not sure a project was ready for CDBG assistance this year.  
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Catlin reported no updates regarding the timing of Sunrise Park improvements or the celebration.   

Next Meeting Date                  1:35 pm 
February 25, 2019 at noon in the Santiam Room, Albany City Hall.  Catlin indicated Agenda Packets will go 
out late for the next meeting due to RFP deadline, and will hand-deliver if needed.   

Adjournment                   1:40 pm 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Shelley Shultz Anne Catlin 
Administration Assistant I  Planner III 
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