
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOP.M.ENT COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
Monday, August 12, 2019, Noon 

Willamette Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Approved: September 16, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER                     12:03 p.m. 
Chair Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. 

Commissioners Present  
Joann Zimmer; Meagan Harsen; Karen Cardosa; Tara Dixson (arrived at 12:09); Melissa Murphy; Dick Olsen; 
Chris Equinoa; Paula Matano; Sharon Konopa. 

Commissioners Absent 
None. 

Staff Present 
Anne Catlin, Planner III; Shelley Shultz, Administrative Assistant I; David Martineau, Planning Manager. 

Guests 
Annie McDonald, Albany Partnership for Housing and Community Development; Carol, Davies, Creating 
Housing Coalition; Stacey Bartholomew, Creating Housing Coalition; Bill Root, Creating Housing Coalition. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES                       
Commissioner Dixson moved to approve the June 17, 2019 minutes as presented.  Commissioner Equinoa 
seconded the motion and it passed 9-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS                    12:04 p.m. 

a. Agency Consultations                    12:04 p.m. 
Albany Partnership for Housing and Community Development. Annie McDonald with Albany Partnership explained 
the Partnership provides 136 units of affordable housing, including two houses where individuals share housing. 
The transitional or permanent housing model has been very successful, and they are expanding upon this 
concept with the Broadway House (formerly known as Springer House) that will house eleven residents.  
Referrals come from Linn County Mental Health (LCMH); for residents ready to transition into more 
independent living.  The Partnership provides resident services to all residents. The agency also provides the 
Step Forward Housing program, which provides some units to homeless individuals; recipients receive free 
rent for up to one year. The board and staff are looking at needs in the community and ways to do and serve 
more and help LCMH with housing needs. Challenges include land and housing costs. 

Creating Housing Coalition.  Carol Davies and Stacy Bartholomew described the coalition’s goal to build a 20 to 
25-unit tiny home village. They are partnering with a number of local agencies and are looking for approximately 
one acre of land.  The project will be funded through donations, both monetary and in-kind.  The units will 
consist of permanent houses on foundations, each with 200-350 square feet, intended for one to two people 
per unit. Rents will range from $250-350 per month, with $50 going toward their own savings fund, which will 
be held in escrow as a deposit until they move; this takes the place of a security deposit in the event they leave 
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property with damage.  This will be a coop, and all residents will have a share and responsibility.  There will be 
a peer support person on-site to help manage.  They will utilize Adult Services screening process, using 
established standards.  

They elected to build individual homes rather than apartments because they want to reach a segment of the 
population that does not thrive in an apartment environment, plus there is a sense of pride and ownership of 
living in individual units. Another benefit is that it is easier to find donors willing to help with individual units 
rather than part of a large building. These are permanent homes, not mobile homes, and are not temporary 
housing.  Habitat for Humanity and Square One Villages in Eugene are major partners.  Emerald Village in 
Eugene is a similar project and it has been very successful.  There will be a separate parking and storage area 
on the property and a community meeting space.  The applicants will be carefully screened; this will not be a 
homeless camp.  They expect to build houses in 2021.   

Commissioners advised them to keep standards high and reach out to neighbors early to ensure that the project 
is a success. Their board meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 1:00 at Habitat for Humanity on 
Lyon Street behind the Albany Visitor’s Association. 

b. Economic Opportunity Grant Program                  1:01 p.m. 
Catlin referred the CDC to the updates made in the Economic Opportunity Grant Program application and 
brochure.  There was discussion about whether the applicant could count their job, and whether the program 
was needed. Catlin noted the CDC opted to continue the program for another year while exploring other 
options for economic development.   

c. Program Updates                       1:20 p.m. 
Catlin distributed 2018-2022 Consolidated Plan Goals and 2020 grant evaluation criteria and priorities.  She 
asked the CDC to review the grant policies and priorities to determine whether they should be changed for the 
2020 year applications. This item will carry over to next meeting, along with the annual report.   

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION          1:30 p.m. 
None.  

NEXT MEETING DATE               1:30 p.m. 
The next CDC meeting will be September 16, 2019. 

ADJOURNMENT                1:33 p.m. 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:33 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Shelley Shultz Anne Catlin 
Administration Assistant I  Planner III 

           Signature on file            Signature on file
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