
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
Monday, September 16, 2019, Noon 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Approved: October 21, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER                     12:04 p.m. 
Chair Zimmer called the meeting to order at 12:04 p.m.  

Commissioners Present  
Joann Zimmer; Meagan Harsen; Karen Cardosa; Tara Dixson; Dick Olsen; Chris Equinoa; Sharon Konopa.  

Commissioners Absent 
Paula Matano (excused), Melissa Murphy (excused) 

Staff Present 
Anne Catlin, planner III; Jennifer Sullivan, administrative assistant I; David Martineau, planning manager. 

Guests 
George Matland, Gale Meehan, Dina Eldridge, Brigetta Olson, Stephanie Low, Stacey Bartholomew, Rod 
Porsche, Carol Davies 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES                    12:04 p.m. 
Commissioner Equinoa moved to approve the August 12, 2019 minutes as presented.  Commissioner Cardosa 
seconded the motion and it passed 7-0. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS                    12:05 p.m. 

a. Business from the public                                     12:05 p.m. 
None 

b. Public Hearing: 2018 Performance for CAPER                        12:05 p.m. 
Zimmer opened the hearing at 12:05 p.m. 

Catlin reviewed the 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance Report (CAPER) and noted the council’s public 
hearing is scheduled for September 25, 2019, at 7:15 p.m. to review the City’s performance from fiscal year 
2018-2019.  

Catlin referred to the updated Table 1A she distributed, discussed performance regarding creating affordable 
housing opportunities through homeownership programs, and housing rehabilitation. She advised that there 
are six rehab projects in the works. She also talked about progress on economic development, small business 
grants, and noted that the second phase of Sunrise Park is almost done. Catlin then reviewed the performance 
of public services activities and actions being taken to prevent homelessness and foster care placements.  
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Testimony:  
Rod Porsche with Albany Habitat for Humanity (HFH) advised they used CDBG funds to acquire a previously 
owned HFH home, allowing them to keep the home affordable. A woman and child moved into the renovated 
home in July. Porsche advised HFH needs more property, whether vacant or blighted for more affordable 
housing units. HFH currently has enough land for three homes to be built.  

Greg Matland from Signs of Victory asked if CDBG grant funds can be used to pay for pest control equipment 
and Catlin advised that for public services, equipment purchases are restricted.  

Citizen Stephanie Low would like to know about programs to help train people for employment. Catlin said 
economic development is a big component of the program and that agencies can apply for funds. Catlin 
explained that LBCC has received funds that pay for low income residents to take classes for free and to provide 
one-on-one business advice to business owners. The City uses a small amount of money to help new micro-
enterprises offset startup costs with a performance objective that they create a new low-mod income job. Catlin 
also mentioned that Helping Hands has received funds for their employment coordinator to help the chronically 
homeless gain employment by providing resume assistance, clothing, and additional assistance. 

Chair Zimmer closed the public hearing at 12:24 p.m.          12:24 p.m. 

The Community Development Commission (CDC) recommended the CAPER to council and that it be 
submitted to HUD.   

c. Agency Consultations                        12:24 p.m. 
Porsche with HFH would like his comments from the public hearing to stand and is willing to speak later in 
greater detail if needed.  

Brigetta Olson with DevNW (the result of a recent merge of Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services and 
Neighborhood Economic Development Corporation) distributed an agency brochure. Olson brought up the 
current housing crisis and advised that DevNW wants to collaborate with other agencies and figure out ways 
to help people become stable, build assets, and obtain home ownership. She distributed housing affordability 
infographics and mentioned some of the issues holding people back from homeownership in the current 
economy. She also explained that they are considering leveraging additional down payment assistance in excess 
of $10,000 if needed because it is not enough in the current market. Olson shared that without marketing the 
housing rehab loan program, there are six applicants in the program right now and eight on their waiting list. 
Commissioner Olsen asked if the down payment assistance that DevNW provides to applicants is a loan or 
gift? Olson clarified that they are providing non-amortizing loans, and when the loan is paid back, they can use 
it for another applicant. Additional discussion ensued about DevNW’s programs.  

Catlin asked Olson if there are any housing projects in the works that the carryover CDBG funds could be 
allocated towards? Per Olson there are not a lot of nonprofit housing developers locally, so they have to recruit 
nationally and are unsure if they are ready to move forward with applying for more resources yet. Olson also 
mentioned that they are applying for additional state resources for multi-housing properties and they want to 
take a thoughtful approach to revitalizing neighborhoods. Commissioner Olsen asked if DevNW is a developer, 
Brigetta advised that yes, they are a developer, and they develop multi-family affordable properties for people 
to rent. More discussion ensued.  
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Dina Eldridge introduced herself as the Housing Services Manager with Community Service Consortium (CSC) 
and distributed a handout about the housing assistance CSC provides. She shared that 417 households 
contacted CSC seeking housing assistance with the vast majority needing homeless prevention assistance; 147 
households were helped (41 percent) with 209 denied for various reasons, but the biggest reason is that they 
can’t obtain a rental unit that is affordable. Eldridge explained that CSC asks people to find housing first, then 
contact CSC for rental assistance. She further explained that 61 people who were homeless contacted CSC with 
57 percent receiving assistance. Eldridge expressed CSC’s desire to partner with other assistance programs and 
to streamline CSC’s processes. She also discussed additional efforts CSC is making to help veterans, families 
involved with Department of Human Services, people experiencing homelessness, and others needing their 
assistance, expressing the importance of housing.   

George Matland and Gale Meehan with Signs of Victory spoke next. Meehan explained that they attended to 
find out about housing. She advised that they shelter a lot of clients with poor credit, children with disabilities, 
and ex-felons. Meehan expressed concern about the lack of transitional housing and asked what they should 
do, or what programs they can develop going forward? Meehan advised that some clients have faced 
discrimination, so even when they receive assistance to pay for housing, a lot of property managers and 
landlords turn them away.  Eldridge with CSC brought up CSC’s Rent Well program and how it could help 
Signs of Victory’s clients. Catlin advised that discrimination of applicants needs to be reported to Fair Housing 
Council Oregon. Equinoa mentioned that many times people are afraid to report discrimination to these 
agencies because they feel it might jeopardize their housing chances. The importance of educating landlords 
and agencies to prevent discrimination from occurring was stressed. Commissioner Dixson recommended that 
Signs of Victory have clients who have faced housing discrimination speak with Legal Aid.  

Meehan stated that they are currently at max capacity, have a waiting list, and are housing a lot of children. 
Mayor Konopa explained that as Albany increases its shelter capacity, more people come to Albany seeking 
housing. Mayor Konopa advised that we have two year-round shelters, while Corvallis, Lebanon, and Sweet 
Home need to step up to the plate and offer year-round shelters. 

d. 2020 CDBG Program Priorities              1:02 p.m. 
Catlin advised that she is hoping to issue a request for applications around October 1 for all activities for the 
new funding and housing activities with carryover funding with the goal to have CSC start reviewing 
applications in December and make award decisions in February. She asked if there was any interest in changing 
program priorities, and distributed a work program calendar.  . Catlin mentioned her desire to meet with 
agencies that work with our Latino, minority, and underserved populations to find out what their needs are and 
see how they could qualify for funding. Additional discussion took place regarding current programs, and their 
impacts on Albany’s residents.  
  
Catlin explained that she is working on the available lands inventory, housing needs analysis, and economic 
opportunities analysis, noting the City’s first public event on these studies will be in October as well as the 
City’s required annual rent-burden meeting for House Bill HB4006. The studies will evaluate how much land 
is available and housing needs and the meetings will provide opportunities for feedback about tools that could 
address housing needs. 

Equinoa liked that the priorities are similar as in years past and should remain priorities until they are 
accomplished. Others agreed. 
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e. Program Updates                 1:13 p.m. 
Catlin explained that Sunrise Park phase II is underway, adding a path and lighting.   

Catlin mentioned that with completion of city projects, she is hoping that funds can go to removing blight, 
rehousing families, and finding more land for low- mod housing. Catlin said there is interest in funds for 
accessibility improvements at the Albany Regional Museum and a law office. 

Equinoa suggested supporting infill sidewalks, noting the importance of having safe routes to schools. Zimmer 
brought up that more Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFB’s) are needed around schools; Catlin advised 
that some are planned through public works. Catlin addressed Equinoa’s suggestion and noted that concrete 
prices are so high right now that the City isn’t getting as much for the money, so if there is no activity on 
housing, infill projects could be funded.  

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION              1:22 p.m. 
None.  

NEXT MEETING DATE               1:23 p.m. 
October 21, 2019 

ADJOURNMENT                1:23 p.m. 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:23 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Jennifer Sullivan Anne Catlin 
Administrative Assistant I  Planner III 

           Signature on file            Signature on file
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