
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved:  June 25, 2019 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Stephanie Newton called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Chris Equinoa, Alice Brockgreitens, Stephanie Newton, Jo Rae Perkins, 

Scott Lawley, and Daniel Ropp  
 
Commissioners absent:  Jessi Brenneman (excused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
Others present: June Hemmingson, Katarina Yee, Quinn Weisensee, and Ray Kopczynski 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
March 26, 2019 
 
Commissioner Jo Rae Perkins requested a correction of the minutes under Event Debriefs where it should read 
that Commissioner Jessi Brenneman attended the PFLAG meeting, not Commissioner Daniel Ropp. 
 
MOTION: Perkins moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Commissioner Alice Brockgreitens seconded 
the motion, which passed 6-0.  
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS  
 
Business from the Public 7:02 p.m. 
 
June Hemmingson, as a representative of the CARE organization, read a statement urging the HRC to craft a 
resolution for the City Council that would proclaim Albany as welcoming to immigrants and refugees regardless 
of their legal status, underscoring Albany’s aspirations to be a welcoming city (see agenda file).  
 
Perkins disagreed with points made in the statement. Discussion followed. Newton expressed her interest in 
supporting and presenting such a resolution to the council. Commissioner Chris Equinoa thanked Hemmingson 
for coming and commended her courage in presenting the statement. He invited Hemmingson to read the HRC’s 
mission statement and to be encouraged that the purpose of CARE’s statement could fit with the purpose of 
the HRC: to strengthen connections within Albany’s diverse community by being committed to the philosophy 
of inclusion, equal opportunity, fair treatment for all residents of Albany, and promoting harmonious relations 
among the citizens of Albany. Hemmingson thanked everyone for their comments. 
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2018 Annual Report 7:19 p.m. 
 
Newton provided a final draft of the report (see agenda file). There were a couple of errors noted that Newton will 
correct. She will send the revised report to city staff, who will make it available for commissioners to sign at City 
Hall. Staff will reach out to past commissioners who were part of the commission in 2018 to obtain their 
signatures.  
 
It was noted that the new commissioners do not have name badges or HRC T-shirts. City staff will order the 
badges and distribute them along with the shirts.  
 
Brockgreitens commented that the report was done very well and thanked Newton for crafting it. 
 
Human Relations Award for Calendar Year 2018 
 
The group plans to present the award along with the annual report at the May 22 city council meeting. Equinoa 
noted that he will not be available for the meeting. 
 
EVENT DEBRIEFS 7:25 p.m. 
 
Brockgreitens attended the Woke social awareness poetry event on April 8 at Linn-Benton Community College 
(LBCC) and reported that it was a terrific presentation. She also attended the educational forum on April 15 at 
the Albany Public Library hosted by Tina Dodge Vera, Stacey Bartholomew, and Heather Carmichael, facilitated 
by Maria Chavez-Haroldson. Attendees comprised a multi-cultural group who had a productive discussion on 
such things as addressing bullying in the classrooms and helping community groups to become more inclusive 
and caring for one another. More meetings are planned.  
 
Newton attended Family Tree Relief Nursery’s luncheon, Senator Gelser Albany Town Hall, and Albany Public 
Schools Foundation’s dinner auction. She met with a representative from Emerge America, an organization that 
supports women who run for office. They are looking to see if they can get a group going in the Albany area. 
Newton was a part of the Parks & Recreation’s director interview panel and was able to ask questions. She said 
she was impressed with candidate Kim Lyddane. Salinas shared that Lyddane was offered the position and was 
an intern here in 2006. 
 
Equinoa attended the African American Youth Leadership Conference and reported that the event was well 
attended. Youth were challenged to identify what was happening to their fellow students, what needed changing 
in their schools, and how to bring about that change. Equinoa was impressed with the youth who participated. 
He described them as being inquisitive, respectful, and personable. Equinoa also praised the host for the event, 
Councilor Alex Johnson II, saying that he is an excellent representative for the City of Albany.  
 
Newton added that Johnson gave her notes of the questions the students asked. One of the questions was from 
a seventh-grade girl who asked how to report sexual assault. Discussion followed on how the community should 
educate students for this type of thing.  
 
Perkins attended the Albany Visitors Association’s photography contest. She admired all the different views 
provided of Albany and how it promotes our city. Perkins also attended the Benton County Republican women’s 
lunch in Corvallis where speaker John Bailey of Oregon State University spoke on silviculture and wildfire 
strategies.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 7:43 p.m. 
 
Three different events were announced: 

• Advancing Women in Leadership scheduled for Thursday, April 25 at Oregon State University’s Reser 
Stadium from 5 to 7 p.m. 

• 10th annual Unity Celebration scheduled Thursday, April 25 at LBCC’s Calapooia Center from 4 to 6 p.m.  

• International Culture Night hosted by LBCC on Friday, May 3 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2018 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARATION 
 
The group decided to highlight the African American Leadership Conference.  
 
STAFF UPDATES 
 
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas reported that the Parks & Recreation director candidate, Kim Lyddane, 
was offered the position.  
 
Salinas handed out flyers announcing the Youth Mental Health First Aid Training on Thursday, May 2, 2019, at 
LBCC and the HEART to Heart Resource Fair on Thursday, May 16, 2019, at the Boys and Girls Club of Albany 
(see agenda file).  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 7:46 p.m. 
 
Perkins announced that Deb Powell from Love INC of Linn County would be interested in coming to an 
upcoming meeting and explain what they are doing for the homeless. Perkins will have Powell email Salinas with 
her information.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next regularly scheduled commission meeting is on Tuesday, May 28, 2019.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Newton adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese      Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant (Confidential)   Deputy City Manager/CIO 


