
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved:  October 22, 2019 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Stephanie Newton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Alice Brockgreitens, Stephanie Newton, Chris Equinoa, Jessi Brenneman, 

Scott Lawley (arrived at 7:03 p.m.) 
 
Commissioners absent:  Daniel Ropp (excused), Jo Rae Perkins (unexcused) 
 
Staff present: Jorge Salinas, Deputy City Manager/CIO 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
August 27, 2019 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Alice Brockgreitens moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner 
Jessi Brenneman seconded the motion, which passed 4-0. (Commissioner Scott Lawley arrived after the 
motion.) 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS  
 
Business from the Public 7:01 p.m. 
 
None 
 
CARE’s Resolution Request 
 
The subcommittee had not yet met to put together a proposed resolution.  
 
Linn Benton Health Equity Alliance Grant 
 
Newton submitted the grant and is waiting to hear whether it is approved. 
 
Agenda items for October’s joint meeting with the Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) 
 
The group decided on the following items: 

• Debrief on Festival Latino 

• Proclamation recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month to reaffirm support of the Latino community 

• Ways HRC could support the HAC 

• Ways community could support the HAC 
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EVENT DEBRIEFS 7:06 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Chris Equinoa volunteered at Festival Latino. Brockgreitens and Newton attended. Equinoa 
reported that there was a good turnout for the event despite the weather.  
 
Equinoa and Brenneman attended the community conversation: Budget and Brews with City Manager Peter 
Troedsson. Equinoa complimented the City for making this effort to inform and involve the community. He 
noted the different perspectives of the resident and the misconceptions many can have regarding the budget.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 7:23 p.m. 
 
A poetry event at LBCC in the Tripp Theater on September 27, 2019, was announced. The poetry will be in 
various languages.  
 
MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2019 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARATION  
 
The group decided to highlight their attendance at Festival Latino. 
 
STAFF UPDATES 7:24 p.m. 
 
Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas announced the Coffee with a Cop event on October 7, 2019. 
 
Salinas invited the HRC to be a part of the interview process for the new police chief on November 22. The 
hiring committee would like to include one of the HRC’s commissioners on an interview panel. Newton accepted 
the assignment. Salinas explained that the community can talk to the candidates at a “meet and greet” hosted by 
the City. Member of the public Javier Cervantes said that a critical question to ask the candidates is how they 
would engage people without documentation. Equinoa asked if the HRC could recommend some questions for 
the interview panel to ask. Salinas told the group that the Human Resources Department is managing the process 
and it would be up to them, but he would be willing to submit their questions to the department. The HRC will 
send their questions to Salinas. 
 
Salinas reminded the group of the revised process for soliciting volunteers for the city’s commissions. He had 
sent the unique questions for the HRC’s volunteer application to the group and had received feedback. He told 
the group that he needs any additional feedback by the end of the week. Brockgreitens announced that she would 
not be renewing her term when it expires in December. 
 
Salinas shared Librarian Millie Barriger’s words describing the Festival Latino event to library patrons (see agenda 
file). Library Director Ed Gallagher had been impressed with her description and suggested Salinas share it with 
the HRC. 
 
Salinas announced the Summit on Homelessness on November 6 at the Albany Public Library.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 7:37 p.m. 
 
Newton read an email to the group that she received from City Councilor Rich Kellum voicing his concerns 
with CARE’s request and the HRC’s consideration of it (see agenda file). Discussion followed. Cervantes shared 
the history of the HRC changing the wording of their mission statement and presenting it to the City Council in 
2014. Brenneman questioned whether the HRC would just be repeating what was accomplished in 2014 if they 
went forward with CARE’s request and presented a proposed resolution to the council. Equinoa responded that 
it would be different since this would be a resolution instead of a mission statement. 
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The group decided to have the HRC subcommittee meet within the week to come up with wording for a 
resolution for the HRC to approve and then present to the council.  
 
Newton read some research regarding undocumented immigrants paying taxes (see agenda file). 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next scheduled meeting is a joint meeting with the HAC on Tuesday, October 24, 2019, at 4:00 p.m., with 
a regular HRC meeting following at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Newton adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file Signature on file 
 
Gina Burrese      Jorge Salinas 
Administrative Assistant (Confidential)   Deputy City Manager/CIO 


