
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday April 3, 2019 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
Approved: JULY 10, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER              6:00 
Vice Chair Ryals called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Ryals led the pledge of allegiance.  

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners present:  Cathy LeSuer; Larry Preston; Bill Ryals; Jolene Thomson; David Abarr. 

Commissioners absent: Kerry McQuillin, excused; Keith Kolkow, absent. 

Staff Present:  Laura LaRoque, Planner III; David Martineau, Planning Manager; Shelley Shultz, Administrative 
Assistant I; Peter Troedsson, City Manager. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Abarr questioned the reference on page two regarding an “attachment” from Camron 
Settlemeier.  Martineau explained it was presented to the clerk as part of the record and should read “see agenda 
packet”.   Commissioner Thomson moved to approve the March 6, 2019 minutes as corrected.   Preston 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5 – 0. 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 6:05 
City Manager Peter Troedsson expressed his appreciation for the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) 
members’ sacrifice of their time and commended them for all their hard work. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 6:06 
Business from the Public 6:06 
Michael Quinn, 4455 Sunset Ridge Drive NW and Moises Moreno, 34118 Oakville Road SW, requested 
clarification on Moreno’s previously approved project at 337 6th Avenue SE (file no. HI-13-18).  Quinn 
questioned why Moreno is not allowed to use vinyl windows on this new construction in the historic district 
when others, like himself, have been allowed to (file no. HI-08-18), despite the fact Moreno’s home is more 
historically accurate than most. Moreno said wood windows are up to four times as expensive.  He cited the 
new city fire department and police department as having vinyl windows, and contractor Bob Mitchell is 
building a home a couple of blocks away with vinyl windows (file no. HI-02-18).  He feels that since this is new 
construction, not a remodel, the criteria should be different.   

Ryals asked why he waited until now to dispute, as the hearing came before the LAC on September 5, 2018.  
Quinn explained that Moreno was not aware that there were any other options.  Ryals stated that we have 
approved vinyl windows in the past for new construction.  Quinn feels that Moreno should have been made 
aware of his options.  Thomson said the decision would have been based upon staff recommendation.  Ryals 
explained that these decisions are part of the public process, and the only way to change now would be to go 
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through the entire process again.  Quinn asserted that staff usually starts with most stringent requirements, and 
if a person does not know any better, they will not argue for something different.  Ryals said the preference in 
the historic district is to use wood windows, but they do consider other options depending upon the situation.  
Sean Kidd said there is no shortcut to the process due to public notification.  Ryals does not recall this being 
discussed at the hearing.  Quinn is concerned that customers are not being treated equally.  He does not 
understand why his project was approved and Moreno’s was not when they are nearly identical.   

Moreno asked if he went through the process again, would vinyl or fiberglass be approved?  Ryals said most 
likely yes.  Preston said fiberglass is paintable, and the commission does try to be flexible.   

 6:33 
Jerry O’Riordan, 34380 Oakville Road SW and Rusty Van Rossmann, 526 5th Avenue SE, own a repair business 
in Albany specializing in old houses.  They commended the LAC for the good they are doing in the historic 
neighborhoods of Albany and value LAC decisions.  They expressed their desire to participate in upcoming 
historic preservation activities and presented their contact information to be entered into the record. 

 6:36 
Camron Settlemeier, 230 7th Avenue SW, appreciates the time the LAC puts into this committee and, on behalf 
of Friends of Historic Albany (FOHA), would support any historic preservation month efforts in any way 
possible.  He presented information on three senate bills coming before the legislature:   Senate Bill 48, which 
extends the sunset of historic property special assessment program,  Senate Bill 927, which allows local 
governments to develop a historic program to designate resources for protection, and Senate Bill 929, which 
creates a tax credit for certified historic property project contributions. Public hearings will be held tomorrow 
at the Oregon State Capitol.  Information is available online and on social media.  Settlemeier suggested that 
LAC pass a resolution in support of these measures tonight.  LaRoque said LAC could recommend an action 
to city council.  City Attorney Kidd concurred, stating these types of endorsements should come from the City 
Council since they represent the opinion of the City as a whole.  Thomson made a motion to send 
recommendation to city council to take public action supporting Senate Bills 48, 927, and 929.  Abarr seconded 
the motion, and it passed 5 – 0.  Thomson said she has already presented testimony on these bills and 
encouraged others to do so as well.  Martineau said it could be presented to council, as early as April 10, 2019. 

Quasi-Judicial Procedure – Q & A 6:42 
Kidd outlined the process for quasi-judicial procedures and answered specific questions.  He offered to repeat 
the presentation he gave to all citizen advisory groups on February 19, 2019.  He specifically talked about 
conflicts of interest vs. potential conflicts of interest and advised the group that he is always available to answer 
specific questions on these issues if anyone has concerns.  Oftentimes it is just a “perceived bias” that needs to 
be disclosed, not necessarily a conflict of interest.  Ex-parte contact should be disclosed in detail at the beginning 
of the hearing.    Kidd also reminded the group that any notes taken in a quasi-judicial hearing can become part 
of the permanent record. 

Historic Preservation Month 6:54 
Historic Preservation Month 

• Newsletter - Thomson said Kolkow will be done with newsletter in two weeks; he is just waiting on 
dates for some events.  Abarr suggested that when dates are provided, Kolkow send draft to group so 
they can all review and give input.   
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• Display cases - LeSuer presented the documents and pictures she has printed so far.  She requested 
help identifying some of the locations.    

• Unseen Albany Tour - Ryals said that as of now, there are three locations being considered for the 
tour:  the old Wells Fargo building at 300 NW 1st Avenue, the old “cheese grater” building at 415 NW 
1st Avenue, and the old Cumberland Church building at 401 SE Main Street.  The “cheese grater” 
building has just been purchased, so he will check with the new owners to see if it is available.  Saturday 
May 18th is the tentative date of the tour.  LaRoque will check on the availability of the trolley for this 
event. 
 
Other events happening during May include:  Hidden History Scavenger Hunt, which will continue 
throughout the month, the Downtown Albany Wine Walk on May 3, First Friday at the Museum on 
May 3, Albany Streetcar History on May 8, Tweed Ride on May 11, and Streetcar Tour on May 11.  
Preston said that in the past, LAC has had a booth at the Wine Walk. Lisa Grato with the Albany 
Downtown Association said the Wells Fargo parking lot may be available for this.  LeSuer advised 
Grato that if she provides a poster, she can add it to the display case at city hall.   
 
Contractor Workshop was discussed – possibly focusing on bathroom remodels.  Available dates are 
May 19th (preferred) and May 25th (Memorial Day weekend); need to discuss with McQuillin and 
confirm.  
 

2019 Historic Preservation Award Nominations    7:15 
Several contenders were discussed for the 2019 award.  Final decision was to recognize Seth Fortier for the 
renovation of 202/206 2nd Avenue SW (Margin Coffee/Sprinkles Bakery), Scott and Spencer Lepman for the 
renovation of the Fortmiller Building at 420 3rd Avenue SW, and Kenneth and Joyce Drake for the renovation 
of a front porch at 924 5th Avenue SW.  Mayor will present awards at an upcoming city council meeting. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
Next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 1, 2019.  LaRoque would like to schedule an additional 
work session at 6:00 pm on Wednesday April 17 to finalize Historic Preservation Month events. 

Thomson reminded everyone that this group is doing their best to follow rules to the best of their ability, as is 
city staff. 

ADJOURNMENT                7:30 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Shelley Shultz     Laura LaRoque 
Administrative Assistant I   Planner III 
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