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CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice- Chair Steve Borst called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Committee Members present: Stacey Bartholomew, Steve Borst, Amy Roberts, Ilynn Winn and Jo Ann 

Yonemura 
 
Committee Members absent: Kim Brown and Bob Brown 
 
Staff present: Amanda Bressler, Assistant Library Director, Ed Gallagher, Library Director 

and Sheena Dickerman, Administrative Services Coordinator 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
February 26, 2019 
 
MOTION:  Member Winn moved to approve the minutes as written.  Member Yonemura seconded the 
motion, which passed 4-0. 
 
Member Amy Roberts arrived at 5:07 p.m. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
Library Director          5:11 p.m. 

Library Director Ed Gallagher mentioned that the Budget Committee and City Council will be meeting next 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019. The Library is meeting the budget number for the biennial budget by contributions 

from the Friends of the Library (FOL), Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) and the Library Foundation. 

Other departments are laying off or not filling positions. The Library will not be filling one position following 

a retirement. There will be no funding for new projects. The Library is fortunate to have the FOL, OCF, and 

Foundation.  

Gallagher added that the current budget proposals includes a modest increase in classifications.  

The Board discussed increasing fundraising efforts. Gallagher encouraged the Board to talk to patrons about 

estate planning, wills and other opportunities for giving. Member Yonemura offered her assistance with a 

fundraising plan. Board discussed fundraising and the need for larger fundraising efforts in the future. There 

are lots of potential partnerships to explore.  

Yonemura encouraged making direct requests, using estate planning, and coming up with a plan.  
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Assistant Library Director Amanda Bressler suggested that the Board communicate the message to City Council 

that the Library is an essential part of the community, just as public safety.  

Bressler gave a presentation regarding demographics in Albany and library statistics (see agenda file). She 

thanked Board Member Stacey Bartholomew for the environmental scan suggestions. Albany Public Library 

excels in programs. Gallagher mentioned that the Library offers the most story times in the state. Administrative 

Services Coordinator Sheena Dickerman shared that adult programming has increased this past year.  

Bressler passed around a flyer for the 10-year anniversary and a flyer for Food for Fines; both will take place 

during National Library Week, April 8 through April 14 (see agenda file).  

Bressler encouraged Board Members to come be a greeter at the various events. Bartholomew, Borst, and 

Roberts volunteered for coming Wednesday.  

Bressler asked if Board Members thought she should start a committee for strategic planning and if they wanted 

to be part of a committee. Board members agreed to that she should start a committee and they would 

participate.  

Business from the Board         6:00 p.m. 

Borst gave an update from the recent Foundation meeting. The windows at Carnegie are being finished. The 
Foundation will contribute to the Library budget as much as they can. He pointed out that Albany is unique, 
for its population, to have two libraries. Gallagher agreed. The FOL was created for the support of the Carnegie 
in the early 1990’s. 

 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  April 23, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hearing no further business, Vice-Chair Borst adjourned the meeting at 6:18 p.m. 
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Administrative Assistant I   Library Director 


