
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
Monday, August 19, 2019 

Council Chambers 
Approved: October 28, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER              5:15 p.m. 
Chair Larry Tomlin called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present 
JoAnn Miller; Larry Tomlin; Ann Ketter; Cordell Post; Kenny Larson; Roger Phillips (arrived at 5:31 p.m.). 

Commissioners Absent 
 Diane Hunsaker; (excused), Dala Rouse, (absent). 

Staff Present 
David Martineau, Planning Manager; Travis North, Planner II (left at 5:56 p.m.); Melissa Anderson, Planner III 
(arrived at 5:56 p.m.); Ron Irish, Transportation Systems Manager; Shelley Shultz, Administration Assistant I. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES             5:16 p.m. 
Commissioner Post moved to approve the July 1, 2019 minutes of the Albany Planning Commission as 
presented.  Commissioner Ketter seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

Business from the Public             5:17 p.m. 
None. 

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearings 5:17 p.m. 
Land Use File SD-03-19 
Proposed Subdivision to create 26 lots together with site improvements for detached, single-family homes. 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing  at 5:17 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission 5:17 p.m. 
None. 

Staff Report  5:20 p.m. 
Travis North, Planner II, provided a summary of land use case SD-03-19 and summarized the proposal’s 
consistency with applicable review criteria.  (See agenda packet.) 

Questions from the Commission  5:22 p.m. 
None. 

Testimony from the Applicant 5:22 p.m. 
Hayden Wooton and David Reece, Reece & Associates, 321 1st Avenue East, Albany, agree with the Staff 
Report overall, but did express concern with Condition 4, regarding pedestrian safety due to the conflict 
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between the industrial and residential zones; they assert that encouraging pedestrian traffic between the two 
zones could cause an unsafe situation, but acknowledge that is part of the Albany Development Code (ADC) 
and recommended by Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT).  Reece added that the conditions asking 
them to add screening to neighboring properties have already been addressed.  

Public Testimony 5:25 p.m. 
Testimony in Favor 
None. 

Testimony Against 
Joseph Kraemer, Industrial Pipe, 2990 Ferry Street SW, is concerned about safety in mixing population (children, 
pedestrians, heavy traffic, emergency vehicles, etc.) on Ferry Street. The road has heavy traffic with large vehicles and 
equipment at high rates of speed. 

Richard Wittington, 2490 Marion Street SW, asked if there is a city park in neighborhood and if the ADC addresses 
this.  He expressed concern with safety and speed of drivers.  He wants a park in neighborhood to help control 
safety; Chair Tomlin said that is a city council matter.   

Applicant Rebuttal 
David Reece said they are also in favor of parks in neighborhoods; Draper and Sunrise Parks are both within several 
blocks of property.  They are not asking to change condition 4, just the ability to make some modifications. 

Testimony Neutral  
Delline Puttman, 2680 Lyon Street, lives in neighborhood and does not want to see 28th Street become a cul-de-sac.  
Per both Reece and North, that is not the plan.  If any changes were proposed, they would require another hearing. 

Procedural Questions 5:42 p.m. 
Travis North addressed all of the comments expressed in the testimony above. He assured Ms. Puttman that 
there would be no changes to the proposed street plan without another hearing, he again referred Mr. 
Wittington to the city council for parks-related issues. Martineau also suggested that the Parks Department is 
updating their master plan and perhaps this issue could be addressed by that. As far as Mr. Kraemer’s concerns with 
pedestrian access, North said it has been addressed by Ron Irish, Transportation Systems Manager, on pages six 
through seven of the Staff Report, which discusses ADC requirements. 

Chair Tomlin closed the public hearing at 5:45 p.m. 

Discussion 5:45 p.m. 
Commissioner Post said Ferry Street is no place for pedestrians or bicycles due to the heavy traffic; he does not 
feel a sidewalk belongs in this industrial area. Martineau said this a code requirement, not discretionary.  He 
mentioned a couple of provisions in the ADC that address the interface between light industrial zones and 
residential zones in section 4-2.  Potential conflicts are a city-wide issue, not confined to this project.  Any 
change would need to be addressed through a code amendment.  Commissioner Larson asked about possible 
barrier, Martineau said this may make it more dangerous.  If a code change were proposed, they may be able to 
make the case for a variance. The burden would be on the applicant to make this case. 

Motion 5:53 p.m. 
Commissioner Post moved to approve land use case SD-03-19, as proposed and conditioned in the August 
12, 2019, Staff Report. Commissioner Larson seconded. A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0. 
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Land Use Files ZC-03-19                  5:56 p.m. 
Proposed Zoning Map Amendment from RS-6.5 (Residential Single Family) zoning district to the RS-5 (Residential 
Single Family) zoning district. 

Chair Tomlin opened the public hearing  at 5:56 p.m. 

Declarations by the Commission 5:56 p.m. 
None. 

Staff Report  5:58 p.m. 
Melissa Anderson, Planner III, provided a summary of land use case ZC-03-19 and summarized the proposal’s 
consistency with applicable review criteria.  (See agenda packet.) 

Questions from the Commission  6:04 p.m. 
None 

Testimony from the Applicant 6:04 p.m. 
David Reece and Hayden Wooton gave a brief history of the evolution of the property in question.  

Public Testimony              6:07 p.m. 

Testimony in Favor 
None. 

Testimony Against 
Mark Leonard, 3103 South Shore Drive SE, is opposed to the project from the standpoint of public safety.  
There should be an outlet for apartments directly onto Airport Road. Commissioner Post said that this hearing 
is only dealing with zoning, not a proposed plan; there is no proposed plan to review at this time.  Anderson 
said that there would be a separate public notification and/or hearing for any proposed plan in the future.   

John Harshberger, Sr., 3146 South Shore Drive SE, is concerned with water run-off; after heavy rain, water 
runs across Franklin Street.  He wants this to be controlled when the property is developed. Chair Tomlin said 
tonight’s hearing is strictly addressing the zoning issue.  Harshberger mentioned that he heard that ODOT is 
considering closing Airport Road. 

Christine Lahoda, 855 Cox Street SE, asked for clarification of the reason for zone change.  Anderson explained 
that both the current and proposed zones are residential and do not allow apartments; the proposal would 
reduce lot size requirements and change lot dimensions. Martineau said the change would also allow 
townhouses. Lahoda does not think the zoning should be changed because she does not want to see additional 
traffic.   

Testimony Neutral 
None. 

Applicant Rebuttal               6:24 p.m 
Dave Reece reminded the group that all of the concerns expressed tonight would be addressed in a future land 
use decision, and they will be cognizant of that.  He thanked the audience for the feedback.   
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Staff questions 
None. 

Procedural questions 
John Harshberger said the audience did not understand this was only for zoning.  He asked if he would be able 
to have feedback on any new development.  Anderson said it would depend upon the type of development.  
There would always be a public notice and a public comment period.   

Chair Tomlin closed the public hearing at 6:28 p.m. 

Discussion 6:28 p.m. 
None.  

Motion 6:31 p.m. 
Commissioner Post moved to approve Land Use Case ZC-03-19 as proposed and conditioned in the August 
12, 2019, Staff Report. This motion is based on the findings and conclusions in the staff report, and the findings 
in support of the application made by the Planning Commission during deliberations on this matter. 
Commissioner Miller seconded.  A vote was taken, and the motion passed 6-0.  

NEXT MEETING DATE 6:32 p.m. 
The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for September 16, 2019, subject to necessity. The joint 
Planning Commission/City Council meeting is currently scheduled for October 14, 2019, to discuss the ADC 
Amendments task force progress.  

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 6:34 p.m. 
Martineau talked about the Hearings Board and the need to fill Daniel Sullivan’s position. Commissioner Post 
suggested waiting until the commission is full before making that decision.   

ADJOURNMENT 6:38 p.m. 
Hearing no further business, Chair Tomlin adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Shelley Shultz David Martineau 
Administrative Assistant Planning Manager 

 

           Signature on File            Signature on File
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