
 

CITY TREE COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 

Thursday, January 17, 2018 

3 p.m. 

Willamette Room, City Hall 

Approved: February 21st, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Kris Watts called the meeting to order at 3 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present: Kris Watts, Brenda Sterner, Thomas Shrout, Jim Jansen, Jim Smith   
 
Commissioners absent:  None 
 
Staff present: Wayde Burrese, Park Maintenance II; Courtney Malloy, Recreation 

Programs Assistant  
 
Others present:   Rob and Merla Webster 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
November 15, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Sterner moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Watts seconded, which passed 5-0.   
 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
Business from the public  
 
Rob and Merla Webster filed a tree removal permit request for a large sequoia on their property. They came 
to the meeting to appeal the denied request. The Websters brought in pictures of the tree and explained that 
the tree still had falling limbs despite having been professionally trimmed. They expressed worry over the 
tree’s rate of growth and its proximity to the patio, canal, and fence. Watts expressed her concern over the 
tree being topped and the likelihood of more fallen limbs. Burrese recommended grinding the tree down to 
the surface of the stump but leaving the roots in. Shrout stated that one of their goals was to preserve 
canopies for wildlife, and therefore recommended planting a native tree in its place. Smith stated that the tree 
was unhealthy and recommended another tree to plant in its place. Watts made a motion to remove the tree 
as long as research is done to replace the tree with an Oregon native tree or plant that would do well in moist 
conditions. Smith seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. Further discussion followed. 
 
 
Winter tree removal appeal  
 
Many trees surrounding Elm Street Pharmacy are too big for the property. Barnett has approved the removal 
of three cedars. Commissioners noted that they believed the trees were hazardous.  
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Update on winter tree planting  
Park Maintenance has removed 47 trees and planted 41 trees. They are currently working on stump grinding. 
Further discussion followed. 
 
Strategy for Broadalbin between 7th and 8th Avenue 
Park Maintenance is inspecting trees once every winter because of tree health concerns. Further discussion 
followed.  
 
Historic tree on Ferry Street 
Burrese explained the findings of recent scientific tests done on a Heritage Tree on Ferry Street SW. A 
topographic map found that the cedar tree is rotted and must be removed. The City is recommending talking 
to the power company because power lines are currently running through the tree. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
None.  
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION  
 
Smith wanted to recognize and thank Parks and Recreation, specifically Emily Day, for creating a mini-savanna. 
He also wanted to thank Emily for donating time to help dig out a bamboo bush that was on City property. 
Lastly, he wanted to thank the City for removing a raft that was left in a waterway. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next regularly-scheduled meeting will be at 3 p.m. Thursday, February 21, 2019, in the Periwinkle Room 
at Albany City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Watts adjourned the meeting at 3:46 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Courtney Malloy, 

Recreation Programs Assistant 


