
  

Albany/Millersburg Joint Water and Wastewater Management Committee 

AGENDA 
 

cityofalbany.net 

   

Thursday, March 12, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 

Santiam Room, Albany City Hall 
333 Broadalbin Street SW 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. June 27, 2019 

 

4. ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS 

 

5. PROJECT REPORTS 

a. Water Reclamation Facility Solids Dewatering 

b. Water Reclamation Facility Composting 

c. Albany-Millersburg Water Treatment Plant Reservoir Valves 

 

6. UPDATES 

a. Facility Updates 

b. Budget Requests 

c. Litigation 

 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE:  Thursday, March 4, 2021 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

The location of this meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify 

the City Manager’s Office in advance of the meeting: CMadmin@cityofalbany.net | 541-704-2307 or 541-917-7519. 



 

CITY OF ALBANY AND CITY OF MILLERSBURG 

JOINT WATER AND WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

MINUTES 

Monday, June 27, 2019 

5:00 p.m. 

Santiam Room, Albany City Hall 

333 Broadalbin Street SW 

Approved: DRAFT 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Chair Dala Rouse called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 5:04 p.m. 

Committee Members Present:   Bill Coburn, Rick Kellum, Jim Lepin, Dala Rouse, Sharon Konopa, Scott 
Cowan (arrived at 5:21), Janelle Booth, and Kevin Kreitman 

Committee Members Absent: 

Others Present:   Chris Bailey (Albany Public Works Operations Director); Kristin Preston 
(Albany Utility Superintendent – Wastewater); Scott LaRoque (Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Supervisor); Peter Troedsson (Albany City Manager); Jeff 
Blaine, P.E. (Public Works Engineering and Community Development 
Director); Kindra Coggins (Albany Senior Administrative Supervisor) 

MINUTES 5:05 p.m. 

A correction is to be made to the April 17, 2018, minutes with Rouse calling the meeting to order instead of Darrin 
Lane. MOTION: Kellum moved to approve the April 17, 2018, minutes with one correction; Lepin seconded the 
motion; and the motion was approved unanimously. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 5:06 p.m. 

Bailey explained the procedure for electing officers. MOTION: Lepin moved to approve Rouse as Chair; Coburn 
seconded; motion passed 7:0. MOTION: Coburn moved to elect Cowan as Vice Chair; Lepin seconded; motion 
passed 6:0. 

NEXT MEETING DATE 5:07 p.m. 

Bailey discussed setting a set date for a yearly meeting. She suggested the first or second week of March because of 
the budget. Bailey suggests Thursday at 5:00 p.m. Kellum asked how Millersburg budget is at that point. Kreitman 
stated that theirs isn’t finished yet at that time, but that could work – avoiding the second week. Bailey would like 
the meeting to be the first Thursday in March yearly.  

PROJECT REPORTS: Dewatering and Composting Predesign 5:09 p.m. 

Preston discussed the solids presentation provided by Mark Yeager recently. Preston presented the PowerPoint 
presentation (see agenda file).  

Preston discussed the dewatering facilities design evaluating types of equipment, ancillary equipment needs, and 
building needs. The predesign level cost estimate is $4.03M. The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) budget is 
programed to $4.9M for this project. Rouse asked if this new system would dry out better. Preston said yes, it would. 
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Bailey clarified further. Preston stated we have been piloting dewatering systems over the last few years in preparation 
for this. 

Preston discussed the composting predesign for onsite soft launch, 100 percent of 2020, 2040, and build out design 
loads, layouts and costs, bilking material sources, end user market, and regulatory requirements. Preston discussed 
that many would benefit from the composting. Preston discussed that all facilities visited didn’t have issues discarding 
their composting. Kellum asked if this had been discussed with Linn County Parks; Preston stated yes, she thought 
so.  

Preston discussed the composting system evaluations: GORE and ECS. Preston discussed startup piping: Pipe on 
Grade and in-ground piping. Preston stated they did this option for the comparison. Discussion ensued about 
covered storage buildings and ancillary equipment needed. Bailey stated that some equipment is needed all of the 
time, but others are only needed occasionally and can be rented.  

Preston discussed the predesign level and the costs. Preston discussed that these prices are higher than they 
anticipated. She discussed the recommendations on what could help start right now. Predesign costs will be $2.26M; 
$3M is budgeted. Kellum asked how long this predesign would be and if it is to see how well it works. Bailey discussed 
different options. Preston addressed LaRoque on what the pricing would be for good, used units. Kellum asked what 
size loader was considered; LaRoque said a five-yard bucket. Preston stated we included cost for new, but we will 
look for used opportunities. Bailey discussed further about options available and the current one we have is too 
small.  

Preston presented a map explaining where each operation will be housed. Preston discussed further what each facility 
will provide. Rouse stated that at the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) discussion, a question was proposed how the 
chips will be used and how it will be hauled off and sold. Preston stated that will come in the final design. Preston 
stated what the next steps are and that we are recommending to Councils to proceed with final design, work with 
the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to update the Biosolids Management Plan, acquire adjacent lots, 
consider expansion options, and continue to explore and identify offsite property options. Discussion ensued about 
properties around the facilities. Cowan asked what vacating those properties will gain. Preston stated buffer for now, 
more space in the future. Rouse discussed property around the facility that is currently Parks property. Blaine 
mentioned it would be wise to start filling in that area earlier rather than later due to the floodplain. Kreitman asked 
Preston how much property will be needed for the full buildout composting facility; Preston stated 10 acres. Coburn 
and Bailey discussed if Millersburg would be a good option for this project. Bailey discussed ESC vs GORE and the 
benefits of ESC having less odor and a faster compost process. Lepin stated that the GORE system is more labor 
intensive. Kellum asked if there will be a use in the future for a covered building to be used for something else. Bailey 
discussed options.  

Preston asked if we are looking for a recommendation. Bailey stated the next step is to have this group weigh in on 
having both Councils’ approval to continue this path of predesign. Konopa asked pricing on each; discussion ensued. 
Blaine discussed which project is needed more. Konopa asked which fund this is coming out of; Bailey stated sewer 
capital funds. Discussion followed. Lepin stated that Millersburg is on board. MOTION Lepin moved to approve a 
motion recommending to each Council to approve this project; Coburn second; the motion passed 8-0. 

UPDATES 5:43 p.m. 

Water Reclamation Facility (WRF), Talking Water Gardens (TWG), Albany-Millersburg WTP (AMWTP) Budget Requests  

Bailey distributed colored handouts (see agenda file). Bailey discussed the WRF handout and mentioned to 
Millersburg staff that we are on a biennial budget. Bailey discussed 63006 Power and Light and different energy 
efficient options. Bailey discussed 60254 Solids Improvements being reduced because of lesser hauling charges. 
Discussion ensued on the Wetlands budget handout and the AMWTP handout. 
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Litigation 

Bailey discussed the meeting recently with the litigation committee. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals sided with 
us, so we are now back in the Linn County Court. Bailey discussed the enforcement letter based on the effluent 
discharge addressing concerns. Bailey discussed the options to reduce unpermitted discharges. The plan is to enter 
into negotiations with DEQ and keep councils updated. The fine is $5400.00 but doesn’t have to be paid until the 
negotiations are complete. Cowan asked how often this fine could occur; Bailey stated it is a one-time fine. 
 
AMWTP/WRF/TWG Facility Updates 

• WTP – Bailey discussed Karen Kelley leaving and Mike Masters’ accident and who is acting in capacity.  

• WRF – LaRoque discussed the energy projects coming up. LaRoque discussed the City obtaining Lebanon’s 
solids as part of an IGA, which should be ending in the next couple of months. Bailey and Preston discussed 
the IGA with Lebanon regarding the solids. 

• TWG – Preston presented a presentation (see agenda file – end of PowerPoint) of the TWG bike racks. 
Discussion ensued.  

NEXT MEETING DATE 6:01 p.m. 

A joint meeting will be scheduled in March 2020.   

ADJOURNMENT 6:01 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:01 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kindra Coggins 
Senior Administrative Supervisor 
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