
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021

Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions:

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity?
Our community has a desperate need for affordable, quality childcare. Families need a safe place for their children
so they can begin or resume work and earning an income. Our community’s children need childcare focused on
learning readiness that will prepare them for school.

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)?
Of these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area
median)?

With the proposed funding request we will provide scholarships to approximately ninety-five families from Albany
that will allow them to access quality childcare for their young children. Based upon our previous experience we
anticipate 59% of those benefiting from this program will fall within the extremely low-income category.

3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this
activity?

CDBG funds are an excellent fit for our program because these funds are aimed at expanding
the economic opportunities for our community. Prior to the addition of Growing Leaders Early
Learning Center and the partnership with CDBG funds, families in Albany had limited
opportunities to offer their young children. Our area was referred to as a “childcare desert,”
with inadequate childcare slots available to meet the need. Parents were forced to make
employment decisions based on that lack of availability, and their families suffered financially as
a result. By providing affordable, quality childcare we are giving parents the opportunity to
pursue employment that improves their financial viability while simultaneously preparing their
young children for a lifetime of learning.

We have had previous funding through the Oregon Department of Education to support our
childcare programs, and have ongoing funding through the Oregon Health Authority to support
our COVID-related expenses related to childcare. Our Growing Leaders Early Learning Center
also houses our pre-k classes which are part of the Preschool Promise initiative.

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a
reduced scale)?



Yes, if not fully funded we will continue to provide this program at a reduced scale for families in
need.

5. Please identify or explain what the sliding fee scale would be for families seeking
childcare.

The sliding fee scale we are utilizing at the YMCA is designed as a compliment to the
Employment Related Day Care (ERDC) program available through DHS. This program is
intended to support working parents who fall below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level. While
many families qualify for this program they are unable to pay their portion of the expense. The
goal of our funding proposal is to reduce the financial burden to these families, allowing more
parents to access reliable childcare that will grant them opportunities to gain employment and
financial stability.

6. Please further explain how the Y clearly addresses equity, inclusion and diversity.
The YMCA recognizes the very real struggle to provide equity in services and programs to
marginalized populations. While our program is designed to promote inclusion through cultural
and linguistic diversity, there is much ground to be covered to assure equitable access to
programs such as ours. Through partnership with DHS we believe that we are increasing
awareness of our program and reaching families who would otherwise not have the resources to
access early learning opportunities for their young children. This partnership has increased the
social and cultural diversity of our enrollment. We are also partnered with the Early Learning
Hub to increase awareness of our program and enhance our outreach efforts.
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FAMILY TREE RELIEF NURSERY  
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

 
Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 
FTRN’s proposed activities will meet the needs of families who are experiencing poverty, 
crime, domestic violence, unemployment, food insecurity, homelessness, and drug and 
alcohol abuse. Each of the above factors increase the risk of child abuse and 
maltreatment. Further, FTRN’s proposed service will support Albany’s underserved and 
low-income residents with needed public support services and increased referrals to 
other community partners to stabilize families and prevent children being abused and 
neglected.  

 
 

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? 
Of these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area 
median)? 
FTRN’s proposed services will benefit families in Albany experiencing multiple stressors 
that increase risk for child abuse and neglect. Families in our program are within the 
Latinx, European American, low income, LGBTQ+ communities, and the substance use 
disorder/recovery communities. All of the 15 families (35 Individuals) we will serve in 
this program activity will meet the national objective of benefiting extremely low and 
low-income individuals or households. Each of these families will receive customized 
support services as well as the opportunity for their child to attend our respite early 
childhood classroom.  

 
3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this 

activity?  
CDBG funds are the best/fit source for this activity because our mission and services 
align with CDBG’s action plan and address the priorities in the five-year consolidated 
plan and the CDBG funds impact individuals living in the city limits of Albany. FTRN is a 
local organization based in Albany, and this project will exclusively benefit Albany 
families. Each of the families who will receive services are part of the Albany community 
and all clients experience barriers in accessing resources, are underserved, and qualify 
as low income.  
 
A hallmark of all Relief Nursery services is a collaboration at the local level through 
funding as a match to the State funds received for Relief Nursery services.  By awarding 
Family Tree these CDBG funds, the City of Albany demonstrates their commitment and 
partnership with Family Tree to sustain vital child abuse prevention services to its 
community members to create a healthy and save community for children and families 
to thrive in. 
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Further this project will be collaborating with other community agencies whose mission 
also aligns with CDBG’s action plan. This collaboration will be leveraged to further 
support Albany’s residents, increase service efficiency, reduce duplication, and overall, 
positively impact the Albany community and increase economic development and 
opportunities.  
 
Finally, FTRN has been fortunate to be awarded funding of the CDBG funds since the 
first program year funding was available for public services. FTRN has completed 
reporting timely and has positive reviews for documentation. FTRN has a proven record 
of accomplishment in organizational capacity to complete and manage these program 
activities within the timeline and has presented strong outcomes. These funds build on 
those years of investments in reaching some of the most vulnerable members of the 
Albany community. 

 
4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 

reduced scale)?  
If this project is not fully funded the agency will continue to seek additional resources 
from a variety of sources to be able to sustain and expand this program. 
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FURNITURE SHARE 
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

 
Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 
Furniture Share is the only local non-profit who delivers healthy food boxes filled with fresh fruits, 
vegetables, non-preservative breads, and reused quality furniture to benefit low- and extremely low-
income individuals, children and families in need creating a suitable living environment. Furniture Share 
responds to an urgent need and provides a suitable living environment by distributing reusable furniture 
and household items which complement decent housing. Furniture Share improves infrastructure by 
helping more than 145 local social service agencies obtain basic furniture needs to increase comfort and 
safety in their client’s daily lives while assisting them to reach the long-term goal of self-sufficiency. 
Furniture Share clients are screened for needs assessments and income qualifications and are then 
referred to us through their case managers. 

 

The need is based on income, although Furniture Share does work on an individual basis (for example, a 
single father with 3 children whose income was $40 above the threshold was deemed to be in need).  With 
the current economic climate, more people are in need and the increased need also reflects the current 
unemployment rate in Linn County which is 4.8%. The current unemployment rate does not include the 
unemployed who have exhausted their benefits this also is a factor that determined the need. Our job 
training partnerships assist individuals to become self-sufficient and remove themselves from the “low 
income” category thus saving both governmental and non-profit organizations money. 

 

There is also a need to increase landfill diversion in the area and to provide low-income children, families 
and individuals in need with quality REUSE furniture and household items.  Valley Landfills, Inc., which 
operates the Coffin Butte Landfill near Albany, took in 175,000 tons of solid waste in 1995 from twelve 
western Oregon counties. It now takes in 550,000 tons of solid waste per year, according to PNGC Power 
(http://www.pngc.com/future/butte_faqs.aspx). As the amount of waste the landfill receives is 
increasing, the landfill will reach capacity sooner, resulting in more land will have to be dedicated to 
landfill space - when it could be used for more meaningful and purposeful uses, such as housing, 
agriculture or recreation. 

 

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? Of 
these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area median)? 

 

The target clientele of this program are low income individuals and families, the vast majority qualify as 
“extremely” low income. Anticipated activities are to provide 1,800 individuals with a healthy food box, 
650 beds to children, 750 individuals with 2,250 basic furniture and household items to include student 
desk for remote learning, provide 100 families (an average of 400 individuals) with a dinner table and 
chairs. 

 
3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this activity?  

CDBG funds are the best fit for our services as our proposed activities will address Goal 3,4, and 5 within 
Albany’s 2018-2022 Consolidated Plan.  
GOAL 3: Reduce and prevent homelessness by providing housing and public services. 
GOAL 4: Provide Albany’s special needs and low and moderate-income residents with needed public 
services by supporting service agencies that serve highly vulnerable and underserved populations such as 
unaccompanied youth, persons with disabilities, homeless, elderly, and agencies that further fair housing. 

http://www.pngc.com/future/butte_faqs.aspx
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GOAL 5: Enhance economic opportunities by investing in job readiness services, microenterprise 
development, and economic development programs that create jobs principally for low- or moderate-
income residents. 

Additionally, Sustaining Client Services to Target Populations through Furniture & Food Delivery and 
Landfill Diversion program meets the CDBG National Objective(s): 

• Benefiting low- and moderate-income persons 
• Preventing or eliminating slums or blight, or  
• Meeting other community development needs having a particular urgency because existing 

conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community and 
other financial resources are not available to meet such needs. 

Funding sources have always been difficult for Furniture Share as we do not prove the structure of the 
house. You could say we just make the house a home. We do not provide counseling to families but the 
items we provide to our clients give them a comfortable and safe place to live and be a family. Therefore, 
we are overlooked for funding, but rest assure every donor dollar we receive we use wisely and serve as 
many clients as possible.  

 

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 
reduced scale)?  

 
If we are not fully funded, we will continue our client services, however, fewer referring agency will not 
have their client’s needs meet or will have to spend additional time and funding to seek out furniture and 
household items for their clients, schedule a pickup for furniture, store furniture and then deliver the 
furniture to their client. We have a system in place to provide these services to their client efficiently and 
at a low cost of $50 per client. Of that $50 per client, we are asking CDBG to help fund $8.33 per client to 
receive comforts of a home by providing these human essential items such as a bed for a child, a dinner 
table for a family to share family meals and an entire household of furniture to make a house a home.  



CASCADES WEST COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS Senior Companion Program 
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

 
Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 
 

 Care for homebound local seniors that are considered a “gap” population; that is, COA 
 seniors that are 65+, homebound and do not qualify for Medicaid nor have enough 
 income for private pay. With the  assistance of a volunteer their food/errands/social 
 needs are met in a cost-effective way that prevents institutionalization and allows them 
 to age in place at home. Mutually beneficial as volunteers who serve clients are typically 
 extremely low income and earn a small tax-exempt stipend/mileage reimbursement for 
 their service.  
  

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? 
Of these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area 
median)? 

 

 34 total City residents; 6 volunteers and 28 clients; we estimate that 1/3 will be 
 extremely low-income. 
 

3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this 
activity?  

 
 CDBG is a best fit as it helps round out the budget we have for our Albany project. 
 Albany has the greatest demand within the OCWCOG region, chiefly because the 
 previous project sponsors also had main offices in Albany. For this cohort we also 
 receive a small grant from SHS-Social Accountability ($1250 from SAGH, confirmed Jan 
 2021.) 
 

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 
reduced scale)?  

 
 We will be able to pursue activity but would potentially institute mileage caps for 
 volunteers. 



ALBANY HELPING HANDS 
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

 
Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 
Answers from Albany Helping Hands 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 
 

Provide no-barrier immediate overnight shelter (Housing First approach). 
 

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? 
Of these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area 
median)? 

 

Up to 20 unsheltered homeless folks each night could benefit from this activity.  
Nearly, if not all, would be extremely low-income.  
Once Covid-19 guideline are lifted/no longer necessary, we could safely sleep 30+. 
 
 

3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this 
activity?  

 

CDBG Funds are a great fit as providing emergency shelter, food, services and resources to 
reduce homelessness addresses NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment – 91.205(c) in Albany’s 
2018-2022 Consolidated Plan. 
 
 

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 
reduced scale)?  

With the Housing First approach, it is imperative to offer a no-barrier shelter to create a sense 
of safety and security, where basis needs are met. We want to offer that to the folks living on 
9th Ave SE and anyone else in need of immediate shelter. The day room is the only space we 
have that can be used as a no-barrier shelter and if the fire sprinkler system project is partially 
funded, we will seek to complete the funding elsewhere.   
 



Albany Helping Hands application:  Commissioner Questions.  Our answers are in blue. 
 
Shelter Background: 
Albany Helping Hands is a high-barrier shelter, meaning we provide shelter to people experiencing 
homelessness who are not under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  The facility has two dorms – one for 
men that normally holds 80 and one for women that normally houses 35. We also have a safe house for 
mothers with children that can hold 10-12 and four transitional housing homes that will house up to 17. 
Because of Covid-19, we are down to safely housing 71 people.  AHH currently averages 65-70 residents 
per night. 
 
Due to COVID spacing requirements, we typically have 4-5 people on our wait list in need of shelter that 
are not in active addiction. We have a quarantine space for those coming to us from jail, camps or living 
on the street. They spend two weeks in the quarantine space before they can be housed in a dorm.   
 
Each night, AHH converts the day room into a warming center in the winter (from mid-October to late 
March or early April) and a cooling center in the summer. Our warming center is not based on the 
temperature outside, but by the months that are rainy and/or cold. The warming/cooling center 
provides no-barrier emergency shelter for unsheltered guests who may be in active addiction, under the 
influence alcohol or in a mental health crisis. This facility can accommodate 25 guests sitting up 
throughout the night. Guests can come in or leave all during the night. While in the warming/cooling 
center, guests have access to blankets and food.  
 
In addition to shelter, AHH provides 6,000+ meals a month not only to our residents, but anyone who is 
seeking a hot meal. Those who do not live on AHH’s premises receive their meals in to-go containers 
because they cannot enter the day room due to Covid-19 safety protocols (in an effort to keep the two 
groups separate and safe from a Covid-19 spread).  Our residents have complete access to 
clothing/shoes, laundry services, hygiene products, case management, resource referrals, job and 
housing searches, and volunteer opportunities. Our guests have access to daily scheduled shower times, 
laundry services, clothing/shoes, blankets, tarps, hygiene products, and resource referrals. All they have 
to do is ask and we will meet the need if at all possible.  
 
CDC Questions: 
 

• Are residents currently sleeping in an unsafe facility or outside? The high-barrier dorms used 
by residents have fire sprinkler systems.  The day use area (Warming/Cooling Center) 
does not have a fire sprinkler system. Because there is no fire sprinkler system in the 
warming/cooling center, the space cannot be used for sleeping so our guests who come 
in out of the weather or to escape the extra level of danger at night, must sit up all night 
in a chair.  

• Is the facility currently unsafe for regular use? The space we use for our Warming/Cooling 
Center does not have a fire sprinkler system. The fire sprinkler system is only required 
for sleeping areas.     

• Would the fire sprinklers reduce demand for the warming center? No, we believe it would 
increase the demand. Currently, the warming/cooling center space is our only no-barrier 



shelter space within our facility. Housing First (no-barrier sheltering) is a homeless 
assistance approach that prioritizes providing housing to people experiencing 
homelessness, thus ending their homelessness and serving as a platform from which 
they can pursue personal goals and improve their quality of life. This approach does not 
require people experiencing homelessness to address all of their problems or to 
graduate through a series of services programs before they can access housing. It is 
guided by the belief that people need basic necessities like food and a place to live 
before attending to anything less critical, such as getting a job, budgeting properly, or 
attending to substance use issues. The fire sprinkler system would allow us to provide 
no-barrier shelter where guests can lay down and sleep at night. We believe more 
people would choose to access this overnight facility because they could lay down inside 
and be safe/dry/warm. Having an extra sleeping space (Warming/Cooling Center) would 
give us the ability to get these folks sheltered overnight more quickly. Our guest 
numbers remain fluid, yet high (averaging 35-40 daily). 

• Will the agency be able to complete the project if not fully funded? Are there other sources of 

funding? With the Housing First approach, it is imperative to offer a no-barrier shelter to 
create a sense of safety and security, where basis needs are met. We want to offer that 
to the folks living on 9th Ave SE and anyone else in need of immediate shelter. The day 
room is the only space we have that can be used as a no-barrier shelter and if the fire 
sprinkler system project is partially funded, we will seek to complete the funding 
elsewhere.   



 

 

January  26, 2021  

City of Albany  
Community Development Block Grant 
Supplemental Questions 

Due February 3, 2021 
 

Request for Grant to Purchase Land to Develop Hub City Village  
Prepared by Stacey Bartholomew 

1. What community need will be addressed by proposed activity? 

Hub City Village aims to address the deficit of housing units for the extremely low-income.  Of 

those who are able to find housing, 6 of 7 are spending more than 50% their income on housing. 

In addition, Albany needs approximately 750 more units of extremely low to low-income housing 

over the next 5 years.  We are aiming to create a cooperative community that allows those with 

ultra-low income to live with dignity and have the on-site support they need.  Albany has 2 

shelters, but they are not able to offer non-contiguous housing.  They also are not able to allow 

residents to self-govern and build permanent relationships because they are transitional.  Hub 

City Village homes are permanent structures that low-income persons will be able to afford for 

the long term. There is no other community structure like this in Albany and the people who need 

it are in shelters, cars, tents, couches, and homes that are falling apart and too much for their 

small income to maintain. 

2. Who will benefit from activity (estimate # of people); how many are estimated to be 

extremely low-income (earning <30% of area median) 

Our proposal would build 25 or more tiny homes and provide 35 to 40 extremely low-income 

residents in a supportive housing option with a resident peer support specialist, community 

center, community garden, solar panels and clustered dwellings to facilitate social 

engagement. 

3. Why CDBG funds are best fit? Are there other sources of funding for activity? 

• Land acquisition is the first step toward building the village and accelerates the 

fundraising process. 

• CDBG funding is appropriate because it is  “local” dollars addressing local needs. 

• CDBG is unique because most grants address capacity building, some are for 

construction, but few are for acquisition. 

• CDBG reimbursement for acquisition will free up funds for construction. 



LINN-BENTON HOUSING AUTHORITY - River View Place (RVP) Repair  
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 
 

Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 
 

• The repairs to RVP will allow this essential affordable housing to be preserved in the community.  It will 
improve the appearance of the very large downtown building.  Keep low-income seniors from 
experiencing homelessness. 

 

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? Of 
these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area 
median)? 
 

• The RVP building houses 40 low-income seniors that would otherwise be without housing.  Of the 40 
units at River View Place Apartments, an average of  
30 of the units (40 people because some have more than one occupant) are below 30% and the 
remainder are just slightly above. 

 

3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this 
activity?  

 

• The funds will specifically help preserve affordable housing for low-income seniors in Albany 
(downtown).  Other resources have been pursued and leveraged but have left a gap in funding that 
CDBG funds can fill and allow the repairs to be done. 

 

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 
reduced scale)?  
 

• If CDBG funds are not available, the project will still require the repairs.  Funds will likely be pulled 
from the limited project reserves that are intended for maintenance of the building.  Leaving little to 
no funds available for ongoing maintenance needs of the building, thereby creating the potential for 
other damages to the building.   

 

  



DEVNW Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program 
2021 CDBG SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS – DUE by 5:00 p.m. FEBRUARY 3, 2021 

 
Dear 2021 CDBG APPLICANT - Please briefly answer the following supplemental questions: 
 

1. What community need will be addressed by the proposed activity? 

The proposed program assists households who otherwise would not be eligible for a home 
equity loan due to income and/or credit worthiness. Home repairs address health, accessibility, 
and safety needs, which provide a better living environment for the residents, maintain the 
value of the home, improve the neighborhood, and, for the elderly, allow them to age in place. 

 

2. Who and how many will benefit from activity (estimate # of people, describe clients)? 
Of these, how many are estimated to be extremely low-income (earning <30% of area 
median)? 

 

We expect to help 3-4 households (6-9 individuals), all under 80% of area median income level.  
Many of our clients are elderly and on a fixed income.  We have no way to predict how many 
might be under 30% AMI. 
 

3. Why are CDBG funds the best fit/source? Are there other sources of funding for this 
activity?  

 

We hold loans receivable for properties inside Albany city limits, but currently have no funds in 
a revolving loan funds (none paid back), therefore CDBG funds only source of funding for this 
program. 
 

4. If not fully funded, will the agency be able to pursue the activity/service (possibly at a 
reduced scale)?  

We are currently spending down the 2020 funding, with the expectation of serving 3 additional 
households beyond the 6 we are working with now.  If we are not funded this year, our 
program will be put on hold until new funding is available. 
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