
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

cityofalbany.net 

   

Microphones will be muted and webcams will be turned off for presenters and members of the public unless called upon to speak. 
 

If a participant disrupts the meeting, the participant’s microphone and webcam will be turned off. 
 

If disruption continues, the participant will be removed from the meeting. 

 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 

7 p.m. 

Join the meeting on Microsoft Teams 

or call 1-971-319-5185 (audio only) | meeting ID: 589 798 079  

 
 

 

 

1. Call to order  

 

2. Roll call 

 

3. Election of officers  

 

4. Business from the public 

Persons wanting to provide public comment to the body must send their written comments by email to 

kim.lyddane@cityofalbany.net. Please limit comments to one page. Emails received before noon the day of 

the meeting will be included in the public record.  

5. Approval of August 25, 2020, minutes. [Pages 2-5]  

 

6. Scheduled business 

a. Review AMC 2.25 language recommended by the work group for City Council [Pages 6-7] (Staff) 

b. HRC Event Debriefs and Upcoming Events from HRC calendar [Pages 8-9] (Chair) 

c. Highlights from this meeting for 2021 annual report preparation (Chair) 

 

7. Business from the commission 

 

8. Staff updates (Staff) 

 

9. Next meeting date:  Tuesday, May 25, 2021 

a. Discuss meeting time 

 

10. Adjournment 

 
Due to Governor Brown’s Executive Orders limiting public gatherings during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

this meeting is accessible to the public via phone and video connection.  
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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

Remote 

Approved: DRAFT 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Stephanie Newton called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Commissioners present: Stephanie Newton, Jessi Brenneman, Scott Lawley, Jo Rae Perkins, and 

Ray Kopczynski 

 

Commissioners absent: Daniel Ropp 

 

MOTION: Commissioner Jo Rae Perkins nominated Commissioner Scott Lawley for the 

position of Vice-Chair. Lawley accepted the nomination. Commissioner Ray Kopczynski 

seconded the nomination, which passed 5-0.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 7:06 p.m. 

 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the July 28, 2020, minutes as presented. 

Commissioner Jessi Brenneman seconded the motion, which passed 4-0, with Commissioner 

Jo Rae Perkins abstaining.  

   

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 7:07 p.m. 

 

Graham Kislingbury said that he was glad the commission was addressing the racial 

incidents and Black Lives Matter and urged the commission to refer to the racial incidents as 

hate crimes. Kislingbury spoke about previous incidents and said that he would be happy to 

lead an effort that reached the victims of the incidents with letters or notes of support and 

encouragement.  

 

Javier Cervantes testified from the public. Cervantes said that he sees the incidents as a 

systemic problem and would like to see the commission recommend to the city council a 

formal denouncement of the incidents.  

 

Cynthia Spencer identified herself as a Corvallis resident and member of the Corvallis/Albany 

NAACP. She said that the incidents were intended to bring about fear and loathing and that 

she is asking the City of Albany to stand against that behavior. 
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Clarice Amorim Freitas encouraged those present to watch a city council session from July 

2017 where there was much community testimony about residents’ experience with racial 

tension and hatred in Albany. Freitas said that incidents of racial hatred are not new to 

Albany and will continue to happen if nothing is done. Freitas said that she believes Albany 

wants to be a welcoming community but is not currently a welcoming community to people 

of color. Freitas said that the council should consider nominating a person from a group not 

currently represented on the commission to fill the newly empty commission seat. 

 

Nancy Greenman agreed with Cervantes and Freitas.  

 

Cervantes said that he would like the city council and the commission to organize and 

attend a town hall to hear public testimony about racial incidents in Albany.  

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa said that she will ask the victims of the incidents if they would like to 

receive support from members of the public. She said that a town hall, resolution, or 

proclamation, would need to be approved by the city council 

Lawley said that he would like to be a part of a town hall or community conversation but 

would like to know the details first. 

 

UPDATE ON RECENT RACIAL INCIDENTS 7:43 p.m. 

 

Police Chief Marcia Harnden gave an update about the two recent racial incidents in Albany 

and confirmed that they both are being considered hate crimes. Harnden said that, without a 

tip, the investigation might be stuck. 

 

Harnden said that it has been her intention since she was hired to create open lines of 

communication with the community so that concerns can be brought up before incidents 

occur. She said that the COVID pandemic has delayed that effort, but the Police Department 

is having internal discussions about training gaps, implicit biases, and who to engage in the 

community. 

 

Harnden said that the police department cannot wait for the city to act and must move 

forward and build bridges of trust in the community. Harnden said that there will be 

opportunities for community members to sit on police hiring and promotional panels as well 

as have hard conversations with police officers.  

 

ALBANY BLACK LIVES MATTER PROTESTS PRESENTATION BY ALEX JOHNSON II  7:59 p.m. 

 

Councilor Alex Johnson II said that the protest originated with two young girls who were 

protesting how their biracial friend was being treated at school. He spoke about the attacks 

he received online, the damage to his property, and the threats he received because of his 

involvement with the event. 

 

Johnson II shared three stories that he heard from people who attended the event. 
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Johnson II commended Harnden and her officers for their actions at the protest and thanked 

other people for their attendance and action. He noted that there were more children at the 

protest than adults. He said that he and Linn County Commissioner Will Tucker searched the 

next day for graffiti or trash and did not find any. 

 

Johnson II said that he had never felt prouder of the City of Albany. 

 

Perkins said that the hate that Johnson II gets and that she gets is different but the same. 

Perkins said that her son was a victim of a hate crime and had his face broken. She said that, 

as a white woman, she understands how Johnson II feels and that everyone just wants to feel 

safe and loved. Perkins said that she is appalled by the hatred she sees. She asked that 

Johnson II thank the organizers of the protest on her behalf. 

 

2019 ANNUAL REPORT PRESENTATION  8:13 p.m. 

 

Newton said that the presentation was rescheduled to the September 23, 2020, city council 

meeting and that the final report was sent in and will be available at City Hall for the 

commissioners to sign. She asked that all commissioners make time to go to City Hall to sign 

it before the meeting date. 

 

HRC CALENDAR EVENT DEBRIEFS  8:14 p.m. 

 

Newton said that she attended a honk-and-wave event in support of the United States 

Postal Service. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OTHER VOLUNTEER OPPORUTUNITIES 8:16 p.m. 

 

Perkins said that the National Night Out was rescheduled to October 6, 2020. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2020 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARATION  8:17 p.m. 

 

Newton suggested that the 2020 Annual Report highlight the conversation about the racial 

incidents and racism in Albany. 

 

Newton said the report will reflect that Lawley was elected as vice-chair. 

 

STAFF UPDATES  8:19 p.m. 

 

Deputy City Manager/CIO Jorge Salinas gave an update about the HRC awards and said that 

the majority of award recipients will be able to attend the scheduled council meeting. 

 

Newton read aloud a resolution that was provided to the commission by Konopa (see agenda 

file). 
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MOTION: Perkins moved that the Human Relations Commission stand in support of the 

resolution as read by Newton and recommend the resolution to the City Council. Kopczynski 

seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION  8:26 p.m. 

 

The commission discussed what a town hall meeting hosted by the commission would look 

like. The commission agreed to move forward with organizing a town hall event and inviting 

the city council to that event. 

 

Perkins said that she saw Konopa at the Blue Lives Matter rally and congratulated Kopczynski 

and Brenneman on filing for the office of city councilor. 

 

Salinas said that he will ensure that people can apply for the commission vacancy via the 

website. 

 

Newton said that she is the new representative from the commission to the Community 

Development Commission. 

 

Kopczynski said that he has recently joined the NAACP and hopes to get more involved with 

that organization. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATES Tuesday, September 22, 2020   

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Gabe Shepherd Jorge Salinas 

Recorder Deputy City Manager/CIO 

 

 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 
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Proposed Amendments to Albany Municipal Code 

Chapter 2.25, Albany Human Relations Commission 
 

 

Attachment A 

 2.25.000 Definitions 

The following words and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, shall be constructed as 
defined in this section:  

(1) “Acceptance” is to regard all persons from all walks of life with support and 
inclusion. 

(2) “Accessibility” is the quality of being usable, reachable, obtainable regardless of age, 
ability, or language.   

(3) “Dignity” is to be treated with respect and to treat others with respect.  
(4) “Diversity” is the inclusion of individuals with different backgrounds including but 

not limited to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender expression, 
national origin, marital status, age, ability, socioeconomic background.   

(5) “Equity” is to deal fairly and justly with all concerned. 
(6) “Inclusion” is to include and integrate all persons into activities, organizational 

processes, political process, etc. especially those who are disadvantaged, have 
suffered discrimination, or are living with disabilities.  

2.25.005 Established. 
There is hereby established a Human Relations Commission for the City of Albany which shall 

consist of seven members. Each Councilor and the Mayor shall appoint one member to the 
Commission; the appointment will then be ratified by the City Council. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 
5866 § 1, 2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007; Ord. 5665 § 1, 2007). 

2.25.010 Purpose. 
To foster a city that is stable, safe, and just, the Human Relations Commission is established 

by the Albany City Council. The Commission is established to strengthen and celebrate every 
resident of Albany connections within Albany’s diverse community by being committed to the 
philosophy of acceptance, inclusion, equal opportunity, accessibility, dignity, and fair treatment 
for all. residents of Albany and promoting harmonious relations among the citizens of Albany. It is 
created to recommend programs, activities, ordinances, expenditures, and other appropriate 
governmental activities which will serve the goal of maintaining respectful interactions within our 
community. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 5866 § 1, 2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007; Ord. 5665 § 1, 2007). 

2.25.020 Criteria to be considered for appointment. 
It is expected that each appointee will be committed to the philosophy of inclusion, equal 

opportunity, and fair treatment for all residents of Albany committed to the Purpose of the 
Human Relations Commission as stated in 2.25.010 above. The City Council will endeavor to 
appoint Commissioners who represent a cross-section of the entire community. Appointees must 
reside within the Albany City limits. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 5866 § 1, 2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007; 
Ord. 5665 § 1, 2007). 

2.25.030 Term of office and initial appointment. 
The initial membership of the Human Relations Commission shall be established by the Mayor 

and Council. Three of the initially appointed members shall serve a three-year term, two of the 
initially appointed members shall serve a two-year term, and two of the initially appointed members 
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shall serve for a one-year term. Initial terms of appointment will be staggered according to the 
alphabetical order of the appointee’s surname, beginning with three-year terms for those closest to 
the beginning of the alphabet. Thereafter, as the terms expire, the Mayor and each Councilor shall 
appoint replacement members for three-year terms. Members shall serve without compensation. All 
members of the Human Relations Commission will serve at the pleasure of the Council and may be 
removed from their position by the Council at any time without cause. Any vacancies in the 
Commission shall be filled through appointment by the appropriate Councilor and ratification by the 
City Council. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 5866 § 1, 2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007; Ord. 5665 § 1, 2007). 

 

2.25.040 Duties and responsibilities. 
The Human Relations Commission shall meet periodically in public sessions at dates, times, and 

places as may be established by the Commission. The Commission shall have the duty to make 
recommendations to the City Council and the City Manager as outlined in AMC 2.25.010. In 
formulating its recommendations, the Human Relations Commission shall strive for actions that 
lead to positive and respectful relations committing to diversity, equity, and inclusion in the city. It 
is created to recommend and promote activities, programs, ordinances, expenditures, and 
other appropriate governmental activities that will serve to maintain respectful interactions 
within Albany.  The Human Relations Commission will work to ensure that historically 
marginalized and underrepresented people and communities in Albany have equal access to 
city programs, services, and representation in City decision marking. The Human Relations 
Commission will and address concerns and complaints about discrimination through 
education and available community resources. The duties of the Commission will not include 
the investigation or sanctioning of individual acts of unlawful or discriminatory behavior but will, 
instead, focus on recommending community activities that may be expected to promote positive 
change. The duties of the Human Relations Commission may be revised at any time, after public 
notice, by resolution. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 5866 § 1, 2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007; Ord. 5665 § 1, 
2007). 

2.25.050 Procedures. 
The Human Relations Commission shall elect a chairperson and a vice chairperson. A majority of 

the members shall constitute a quorum. The Commission shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
which shall be kept on file in the office of the City Recorder. (Ord. 5898 § 1, 2017; Ord. 5866 § 1, 
2016; Ord. 5671 § 1, 2007). 
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Thursdays Community Meals (Take-out meals) 5:00 p.m. First Christian Church

01/18/2021 MLK Day

01/26/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

01/26/2019 HRC meeting (canceled) 7:00 p.m.

02/11/2020 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

02/23/2020 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

02/23/2021 HRC meeting (canceled) 7:00 p.m.

02/24/2020 Joint meeting of City Council and HRC 6:00 p.m. Virtual event

02/26/2021 LBCC Unity Celebration (last week of Feb. or first week of March) Virtual event

03/02/2021 Annual Training for Citizen Advisory Groups 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

03/12/2020 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

03/22/2021 Joint meeting of City Council and HRC 5:15 p.m. Virtural event

03/23/2021 HRC meeting  (canceled) 7:00 p.m. Virtural event

03/30/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

04/02/2021 HRC sub-committee 3:30 p.m. City Hall Willamette Room

04/09/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

04/27/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

04/27/2021 HRC meeting 7:00 p.m. Virtual event

Mental Health Month

05/14/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

05/20/2021 HEART to Heart Resource Fair (3rd Thursday in May)

05/25/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

05/25/2021 HRC meeting

05/31/2021 Memorial Day events 

06/05/2021 Juneteenth Celebration (Corvallis/Albany NAACP presents) 

06/11/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

LGBTQ Rally/March Linn County Courthouse & 

Downtown Albany

06/22/2021 HRC meeting 7:00 p.m. Virtural event

06/29/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

Safety Camp for kids entering grades 4-6 

07/09/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

07/27/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

07/27/2021 HRC meeting 7:00 p.m.

Midsummer Arts Festival 10:00 a.m. Monteith Riverpark

National Night Out Event 

08/13/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

08/24/2021 HRC meeting 7:00 p.m.

08/31/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

09/10/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

Festival Latino

noon-4:00 

p.m. Monteith Riverpark

Linn-Benton Veteran Stand Down

09/28/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

09/28/2021 HRC meeting 7:00 p.m.

10/3-9/2021 Mental Illness Awareness week

10/08/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

10/26/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

10/26/2021 HRC meeting 5:00 p.m.

March 2021

April 2021

Calendar of Events

January 2021

February 2021

September 2021

October 2021

May 2021

June 2021

July 2021

August 2021
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Annual Summit on Homelessness

11/11/2021 Veterans Day Memorial Service 8:30 a.m. Timber Linn Park

11/11/2021 Veterans Day Parade 11:00 a.m. Downtown Albany

11/12/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

HRC meeting 7:00 p.m.

11/30/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

12/10/2021 NAACP Corvallis/Albany (2nd Thursday of every month) 6:30 p.m. Virtual event

12/28/2021 HAC meeting (last Tuesday of the month) 3:00 p.m. Virtual event

TBD HRC meeting 7:00 p.m.

Homeless Persons' Memorial Service 5:30 p.m.

November 2021

December 2021
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